English 2 - Critical Reading and Writing through Literature
      




meets in CCI - 203
Fall 09

Prerequisite:  C or better in English 1A; fulfills critical thinking requirement                                                      drop date:  Fri, 10/16


If you had a C in English 1A,  sign up for Writing Center (English 272) or  English 105             (after that date, I must grade you)

Instructor:  Deborah Lapp 








  email: deborah.lapp@reedleycollege.edu
Office CCI-212 office hours: TTh 9:30-10:30; Wed 1:30-3:30 and by arrangement


office phone:  638-3641 ext: 3416 
  





Required:
Reading Literature and Writing Arguments by James and Merickel


       
Othello by William Shakespeare (on the web)


a binder to save all notes, drafts, and assignments


your wits, your open mind

The goal of this course is to sharpen your critical reading, writing, and thinking skills beyond the level achieved in English 1A so you can thrive in academia and beyond.  We will read poems, stories, plays, literary criticism, all closely.  We will write summaries, analyses, explications, arguments, and synthesis papers based on the literature, but focusing on logical reasoning (both inductive and deductive), interpreting, evaluating, and critically analyzing.  We will learn to let literature instruct, incite, and enrich, as well as entertain us. 

Diverse viewpoints are encouraged and respected, especially those which are well-substantiated.  Be prepared to read and write at a university sophomore level as this class transfers as such. 

Outcomes for English 2:  Critical Thinking through Literature

Students will be able to write a clear and accurate summary (explication) of a work of literature, including the author’s argument and the literary devices employed to support that argument.

Students will be able to write a clear and accurate summary of a work of non-fiction prose, including the author’s argument and the method employed to advance that argument.

Students will be able to analyze a criticism or analysis of a work of literature and evaluate its effectiveness with attention to bias, support, relevance, accuracy and absence of fallacies, accurately referring to both the work and the criticism employing MLA style documentation. (Criticism of a film version of a literary work is one example; analysis of a feminist criticism of a work is another).

Students will be able to analyze a variety of interpretations of a single work of literature (like Hamlet) or a single theme (like depictions of Eve and the serpent) and assess each for its bias, soundness and validity in a comparison or synthesis essay, accurately referring to both the work(s) and the various interpretations employing MLA style documentation.

Students will be able to write an original analysis or criticism of a work of literature with a clear claim, strong warrants, and well-documented support from the work using correct MLA style documentation.

Students will be able to write a synthesis argument about a work of literature with a clear claim, strong warrants, and well-documented support from the work and outside sources using correct MLA style documentation.


All assignments involve critical thinking and university-level writing
Attendance:  Class meetings are critical for discussion and instruction.  We will discuss what you’ve read, what you’ve written, sometimes all together, sometimes in small groups, sometimes one-on-one in conference.  In order to encourage discussion, I require written discussion notes which you should complete before the class begins, and then keep in your binder.  In order to reward reading, notewriting, and punctual attendance, I’ll assign short daily writing assignments in the first or last 10 minutes of class.  Every 10 of these will equal one grade.  Your attendance is mandatory, and excessive absence, tardiness, or unpreparedness will adversely affect your participation grade.  I may drop a student who has been absent 4 days (the equivalent of 2 weeks). 


If you must be absent, email me so you are always prepared.

Class Participation:  I expect you to come to class prepared with your discussion analysis and ready to participate in discussion.  Your participation in class is not only what makes this class fun, but it is essential to your whole critical thinking experience.  Your written justification for your participation grade will be supported by your attached reading notes with brilliant excerpts highlighted, as well as testimony regarding preparation and attendance, as well as contribution to discussion.

Homework:  Expect homework after every class, either reading, writing, or research.  Ignoring homework will damage your understanding, my esteem of you, and your eventual grade.


Tuesday/Wednesday homework: paper usually due on Thursday; Thursday homework: usually reading (quiz Tuesday)
Assignments:  I’ll assign two kinds of grades:  “ten-pointers” and “hundred-pointers”.  

The 10-point assignments usually occur in the first or last 10 minutes of class and cannot be made up.  You will also attend two “literary” events during the semester and write a summary for ten points (I’ll announce these as they come up).  Extra credit makes no sense to me; don’t ask for it.

The assignments which really make or break your grade are the papers and projects which we prepare for, you write, we workshop, you revise, and then you hand in for the whopping 100-point grade.  I encourage you to visit me in my office or “talk” to me online as you work on these.  Along with your foundation in English 1A, these papers are designed to prepare you for the academic writing you’ll encounter at university.  Please take them seriously; I take them so seriously that I will not accept them late without a written appeal in the form of a typed letter, which I will then respond to after ample consideration.  The last paper is an argument for your participation grade.  

I will post 100-point grades on BlackBoard, and every time we hit 100 on the 10-pointer grades, I’ll post your score.  This way you’ll be able to tell what your grade is at any time.  


No late papers.  Ten-pointers can’t be made up.  There is no extra credit.  Zeroes are murder on your grade.
Grading: Attached is a grading standard and a typical composition profile.  For evaluating your work, I must incorporate attention to content (what you say), style (how you say it), and mechanics (including grammar and MLA documentation where research is involved--both of which I assume you mastered in English 1A, or you wouldn’t be here).  However, if you need help with any of these, email me, come see me in person, visit the Writing Center, the Tutorial center, or any other reliable source you know.  I expect scholarly college level writing, everything typed, double-spaced, no fancy fonts. I’m anticipating 13 100-point assignments (one 2-page paper most Thursdays) and 4 grades from “ten-pointers” (10 points most days).  That’s ten grades; add them up and divide by 10 to figure your grade.


Your grade is based primarily on your essay grades.  They are short, but there are lots of them.



Week 1  

T: intro,  quiz on syllabus (10-pointer)

Th: summary, theme, argument, start journal 






Week 2 

T: appeals (ethos, pathos)

Th:  story summary and conference (100)




Week 3

T: poetry and punctuation 

Th:  poem explication (100)
Week 4

T: literary criticism – claim and support

Th: criticism summary (100)






Week 6

T: fallacies

Th:  analyze a criticism (“Mending Wall”) (100)
Week 7

T: review analysis

Th:  analyze another criticism (published) (100)
Week 8

T: analysis practice – groups

Th: analyze a story (thesis paper) (100)
Week 9

T: review  analysis conclusions (so, what?)

Th: compare two stories/poems (100)


(drop date 10/16)

Week 10: 

T: prep for Othello hw:  watch Othello in library


Th: no class (Lapp at ECCTYC conference)
Week 11

T:  read scenes from Othello 

Th: compare film interpretations of a scene to text (100)

       Read Iago scenes

Week 12

T: Iago criticism presentations - discuss (10-pointer, maybe more)

Th: synthesize Iago criticisms; conclude with your analysis (100)
Week 13

T: discuss “Stereotype Vulnerability” and “Obama’s Speech on Race”

Th:  Analyze Othello (the character) in terms of Steele and Obama (100)

Week 14  

T: theme of choice workshop

Th: analysis of a variety of interpretations (synthesis) on chosen theme (100)

      Presentations (10-pointer)
Week 15

T: presentations (points for presentation analyses)   


Th
Thanksgiving holiday



Week 16 

T: whatever we’ve missed

Th:  critical analysis tba (100)

Week 17


T: prepare for final

Th:  participation grade (your written argument will be supported by your reading notes, testimony regarding attendance, contribution to discussion) (100)
Week 18:       


final Tues 12/15 1-3 (100)
