English 1AH – Composition and Reading Honors


Fall 09
Atonement, Mercy, and All Your College Papers: Composing for the Real World
Deborah Lapp – 638-3641 ext. 3416  
deborah.lapp@reedleycollege.edu

Office:  CCI – 212                      Office Hours: W 1:30-3:30, TTh 9:30-10:30
Required:  
Atonement by Ian McEwen


Les Miserables by Victor Hugo (a very good abridged version)



an electronic way to save all work



binder paper and binder in which to save all work

Over the summer:   Read novel, think
Course Description:  English 1A is the basis for all academic university level writing.  We concentrate on the essay and the research paper, and the reading of scholarly prose for comprehension and analysis (because these are what you’ll encounter most).  Because this is an honors section, we will use a workshop format whenever possible and, although we will not do more assignments than a regular English 1A, the assignments will be deeper (and more individual, so ideally, more interesting).  We’ll have at least one field trip, and we’ll do at least one service project.  Also, since I assume you all write fairly correctly, we will reach beyond correctness for power, complexity, and grace in academic writing.  
Assignments and Grading:  Your grade is based entirely on the writing you produce in this class.  There are several types of writing assignments:

1) We will practice timed writing, a necessary skill for university and 
a practical skill for life.  Since, for many students, this is a difficult 
skill to acquire, I will grade about one in three (after writing on three 
separate occasions, you’ll choose one to submit for one essay grade.

2) We will write multiple-draft 4-6 page essays which simulate 
content term papers which we will workshop in pairs and groups.  
Some will involve research, or may 
relate to the reading.  These are 
the revised essays, worth one grade.  I try to publish the best of these.


3) We will write one longer (6-10 page) research paper to prepare you 
for university-level term papers. We will work on it step-by-step in 
stages, including a service requirement, an interview, MLA 
documentation with works cited and an annotated bibliography.  This 
is worth two of the revised essay grades.

4) The final will be a self-evaluation of your writing progress over the 
semester.  For this reason, it is essential that you date and save every 
stitch of what you write.  Save it on disk and save a hard copy as well 
to avoid any disappointment.  This final will be a fully developed 
typed essay as well, worth one revised essay grade.
To evaluate your writing, I use the Composition Profile I have posted on the website or occasionally we’ll draw up a rubric of our own for a specific assignment.  

Here’s a good deal for you:  If you have produced drafts and participated in workshop and conference, but have still received a C or a D on any essay (except the final research paper), you may prepare a written proposal within the week outlining a revision plan.  I am happy to help you with this plan, and usually it makes sense to work on this in my office.  If I accept your proposal (which I will, if it is earnest), you will have one week to revise your paper.  You’ll hand in all old drafts, my comment sheet or profile, and your approved proposal with the revision stapled on top.  This involves more work for you, but the reward is a new evaluation and a new grade.

Get organized because I won’t be accepting any late papers, and a zero can have a pretty dramatic effect on your grade.  Of course, if you are in dire and desperate straits, talk to me.

Plagiarism is presenting anyone else’s work as your own; it’s wrong; it’s against the law; and it will result in at least a zero on the assignment.  We have Turnitin.com on this campus, and I am psychic.  If you are desperate, talk to me.

There should be about 10 grades then, which are added up and divided by the number of essays grades, so you can determine your grade at any time.  If you ever have any questions or worries, talk to me.
One good way to talk to me is by email, or come into my office during office hours or anytime.  You can refer to the website for info.  One-on-one conversations with me usually net good results for students.

Attendance and Participation

I have noticed over the years a direct correlation between low grades and poor attendance.  The converse is also often true.  I may drop any student who has missed four classes.  If you must miss a class, be sure to communicate with me.  I am strict but fair—tough love (you’ll thank me later).

Please be more respectful than to bring a live cellphone into class.  Turn it off as you come in the door.  I don’t mind if you have drinks in the classroom (as long as you’re on time and don’t leave any mess), but bring no food or liquid into the computer lab.
