English 1A: Freshman Composition
Fall 2009 - Section 53035
Monday 8:00-9:50 (Hum 62)
Wednesday  8:00-9:50 (Soc 35) 
Instructor: Jennifer Dunbar

Email: coolevilteacher@gmail.com 

I do not have office hours as such, but if you have any difficulties, concerns, comments or questions and need to speak with me, I will be available after class or we can arrange a meeting at a mutually convenient time.  

Course Objectives for English 1A: 


Students will be able to: write several revised essays, including a documented research paper; arrange and integrate ideas in an essay form employing thesis statements, topic sentences, explanation of supporting data, introductions and conclusions, and background as necessary; write organized essays with thesis and adequate support independently within a class period; generate ideas through various prewriting; plan and structure an essay with careful attention to answering the question; compose timed writing responses to prompts; proofread and practice self-evaluation; develop a thesis for an argumentative or persuasive essay for its relevance, audience, and strength with supporting logic or research and without logical fallacies; perform targeted research from valid sources, incorporate quotes and paraphrased text as support, and avoid plagiarism; correctly employ the rules of citation, and discriminate among sources, especially Internet sources, for accuracy and validity; plan essays in a variety of organizational structures depending on purpose and rhetorical mode; craft increasingly mature and cogent writing, striving for clarity, power, rhythm, texture, tone and grace. 
Prerequisites:  To qualify for this class you must have taken the appropriate placement test or passed English 125.  

Required Texts: 

Miller, Robert Keith, Motives for Writing. 5th ed., McGraw-Hill, 2003
Required Materials: 

· A flash drive to record your essays and in-class work.

· Lined paper, and pens or pencils for in-class work.  

Grading Scale: 

90-100%
= A
Credit

80-89%
= B
Credit

70-79%
= C
Credit

60-69%
= D
No Credit

0-59%
= F
No Credit

Coursework and Grades: 

Homework






  5%

Class participation





 15%

Essays
 






45%

Timed Essays






20%

Research Essay





15%

I will assign homework in addition to the readings.  Partial assignments will be accepted for partial credit.  Everything should be typed.  Homework can be made up or accepted late if you have my permission; but remember, this is at my discretion and I have the right to refuse any late homework for any reason.  

Class participation consists of reading the assignments before class, participation in class and group discussions, adding relevant insights to the discussion, working on in-class assignments, and asking questions.  There is no such thing as a stupid question.  If you are unsure of something, most likely someone else in the class is too.  

Papers: 

· As this is a writing class essays contribute to the majority of your grade.  
· All essays will by typed and follow MLA guidelines (Times New Roman, 12 font, double spaced, etc…)  Papers that do not follow MLA formatting will not be accepted.  
· Students are expected to comment on each others writing constructively, without rudeness or petty comments.  Peer editing is included in this grade and can not be made up.
· Rough drafts, peer responses, tutor comments, etc. will be included with your final draft when we work on process writing.  Remember to save everything!  

· I will let you know what is expected from each essay as it comes, but don’t forget to ask questions if you are unclear on any aspect of your writing.  
This class is about mastering writing skills, not just grades. Some assignments will not receive a grade but are intended to help you perfect your writing and analytical skills.
*Note: keep all class work for your own record.   As rare as they may be, I do occasionally make mistakes and your record of assignments is your only proof that you completed the assignment and what your grade was if you wish to contest your grade.  

Attendance Policy: 
· Roll is taken at the beginning of class.  If you are late see me after class to make sure you are counted as present.  Do not expect me to add you as present if you have missed more than half the class without a serious or compelling reason.  Three tardies equals one absence.
· I will excuse absences for serious reasons but may require additional proof, such as a doctor’s notice.  You must check with me as soon as possible, not after days of absences. 
· I consider more than four unexcused absences as excessive and have the right to drop you from the class.  Alternatively, I will lower your grade by one full letter for every excessive absence. It is your responsibility to drop the class if you can not meet this requirement within the time allotted by the school.  I reserve the right to drop any student who does not attend this class regularly.  
· It is the student’s responsibility to find out about any homework, reading assignments or adjustments to the syllabus if they are absent.  

Behavioral Policy:

· Students shall conduct themselves with integrity and observe the other students’ right to learn.  This means there should be no course language, rude remarks, or other disruptive behavior.  Don’t bang on tables, throw things in class, talk during lectures, use ipods, etc.  Use your common sense.  Behave like adults.  If I have to send a student out twice for disruptive behavior, I will drop him or her from the class.

· Computer labs are available to give you some time to work on your essay in class.  This is also the perfect time to ask me any questions or discuss any problems you are having with your essay.  I am at your disposal.  

*Note: You are given this time and it is your responsibility to use it wisely.  This is a time for work, not loud socializing.  Do not check out myspace, check out sports scores/games, play music (no headphones in class), etc.  If I see any of this, I will assume you are not serious and send you out for the class with all the penalties there in.

* You must work on your essay outside of class.  You will not be able to write a complete essay in this time and do it well.  You have time to type, revise, and edit your essay during lab hours, but do not sit down and start writing from scratch.  Trust me.  I have seen this too many times.

· Cell phones will be turned off or set on vibrate before class starts.  If your cell phone does go off, turn it off immediately or leave the class if it is an emergency.  If you answer your cell phone, expect repercussions for bad behavior.

· Any student asked to leave must do so for two class sessions.

Important Dates: 

August 28: Last day to drop and receive a refund

September 4: Last day to add this class or drop without receiving a “W”

September 7: Labor Day Holiday

September 18: Last day to change from a Credit/No Credit option

October 16: Last day to drop the class (letter grades assignmed hereafter)
November 11: Veterans Day Holiday
November 26-27 Thanksgiving Day Holiday

December 16: Final Exam
Students with Disabilities: 

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 or the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.  I will do my best to accommodate any needs students have.

Academic Integrity: 

Students at Reedley College are entitled to the best education that the college can make available to them, and they, their instructors, and their fellow students share the responsibility to ensure that this education is honestly attained.  Because cheating, plagiarism, and collusion in dishonest activities erode the integrity of the college, each student is expected to exert an entirely honest effort in all academic endeavors.  Academic dishonesty in any form is a very serious offense and will incur serious consequences.

Cheating is the act or attempted act of taking an examination or performing an assigned, evaluated task in a fraudulent or deceptive manner, such as having improper access to answers, in an attempt to gain an unearned academic advantage.  Cheating may include, but is not limited to, copying form another’s work, supplying one’s work to another, giving or receiving copies of examinations without an instructor’s permission, using or displaying notes or devices inappropriate to the conditions of the examination, allowing someone other than the officially enrolled student to represent the student, or failing to disclose research results completely.

Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating: the use of another’s words or ideas without identifying them as such or giving credit to the source.  Plagiarism may include, but is not limited to, failing to provide complete citations and references for all work that draws on the ideas, words, or work of others, failing to identify the contributors to work done in collaboration, submitting duplicate work to be evaluated in different courses without the knowledge and consent of the instructors involved, or failing to observe computer security systems and software copyrights.

Incidents of cheating and plagiarism may result in any of a variety of sanctions and penalties, which may range from a failing grade on a particular examination, paper, project, or assignment in question to a failing grade in the course, at the discretion of the instructor and depending on the severity and frequency of the incidents.  

Plagiarism also includes coping homework or essays.  You may work together, but the work you turn in must be your own.   

*This syllabus is subject to change at any time during the semester.  
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