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Course Description:  This reading course is one level below English 1A.  It provides instruction and practice so that you’ll develop college-level proficiencies in vocabulary and reading comprehension: literal, analytical, and critical.  You’ll also develop and improve your various reading and reporting strategies for different styles of academic writing.  It is a four-unit class offered for a letter grade, but if you wish, you may make arrangements with the administration to take the course Pass No-Pass.    
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(  Academic Vocabulary , 4ed.,

Required Books and Materials

( Academic Vocabulary, 4th ed.,  

       by Amy Olson
( A binder

( A good pocket dictionary, such 

      as Webster’s
( A subscription to Newsweek 
     magazine
( A stapler (optional)  
( $5—your library card in class

Attendance

You may miss up to two weeks’ worth of class periods before October 16.  On the next absence before then, I will drop you.  There is no such thing as an excused absence.  Absent is absent.

Missed Work
If you are absent when an assignment is due, it is your responsibility to get it in that same week either in class or to the box outside my office.    You may get missed handouts from another student, from Blackboard, or from me in my office during office hours.  I will not carry handouts from previous days.
Classroom Use Policies

The college does not allow eating or drinking in class.  I don’t allow it either; this includes candy.  Covered beverage containers may be left by the door for you to pick up on your way out. 

Special Circumstances
If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or Special Circumstances

If you require materials in alternate media (e.g., Braille, large print, electronic text) or other accommo-dations per the Americans with disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.    
Some Ground Rules

We are a community of adults.  Please be respectful of the educa-tional process and of your peers in the class.  Please arrive on time and ready to work.  If you must be late, please enter quietly and take your seat.  It is your responsibility not to interact with cell phones, MP3 players, and other electronic distractions in class.  Silence such things before class begins and put them away.  If you must make a call, please quietly step outside to so.  Finally, do not do work for other classes during lecture or in-class activities.  I want you to get the full benefit of your educational experience in this class.   

Academic Integrity
The college and I do not allow cheating, plagiarism, or other forms of academic dishonesty.  Work that you have copied will receive a 0.  Work that you let others copy will also receive a 0.
More serious situations will be dealt with more seriously.  

This record is also kept for you on Blackboard.  Check it periodically for accuracy.
Newsweek assignments and periodic quizzes 10 points each
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Total:  _________










      160

*Vocabulary 10 points each

	1-2
	3-4
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	13-14
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Total:  _________










      
      100


Note:  If you notice one of our vocabulary words in your reading, show it to me for 2 points extra credit for a maximum of 10 points.  

Reading Conferences/Book Talks with my teacher and others 25 points each

	1 Date:
	2 Date:
	3 Date:
	4 Date:

	Title:


	Title:


	Title:


	Title:



	Points:         /25  
	Points:         /25
	Points:          /25
	Points:         /25











Total:  _________











      100

Note:  Approved books over 400 pages count as two Reading Conferences (50 points).

Number of Fiction Pages Read  Divide the total number by 10
	Book #1
	Book #2
	Book #3
	Book #4

	Pps:
	Pps:
	Pps:
	Pps:


+ Abandoned books pages:___________________________________________










Total:  __________

     









      100

Successful Student Activities 10 points each
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
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Total:  __________

Total Points Possible

      





100

504-560= A

392-447= C

0-335= F

 My Total:________

448-503= B

*336-391= D





          560








        My Course Grade:________

English 126 Topical Outline

1
8/17-21
Introduction to Course; practice with a basic fiction story 




pattern and the Reading Conference Form; begin fiction reading;  



Successful Student Activity #1: Textbook Shopping. 




2        8/24-28

Introduction to nonfiction thinking patterns; Successful Student 
Activity #2: Campus Scavenger Hunt;  Academic Vocabulary 
Getting Started and Chapter 1.
Friday, August 28, is the last day to drop a full-term class for a refund.
3
8/31-9/4
Introduction to thinking patterns continued;  Successful Student 



Activity #3: Collaborative Learning; Academic Vocabulary 




Chapter 2; quiz on thinking patterns.  
Friday, September 4, is the last day to add a semester-length course or 

to drop a full-term class to avoid a ‘W’.
4
9/7-11

Introduction to Fact vs. Opinion; Academic Vocabulary Chapter 

            and 3;  quiz on vocabulary chapters 1 and 2.  Successful Student 




Activity #4: Textbook Reading Techniques.




Fiction pages goal for a C grade:  200 pages. 

Monday, September 7, is the Labor Day holiday—no school.

5
9/14-18
Fact vs. Opinion continued; introduction to Newsweek magazine; 



Academic Vocabulary
Chapter 4.  Quiz on textbook reading 



techniques.  
6
9/21-25
Problem/solution pattern in news stories; Introduction to 



Newsweek magazine; Successful Student Activity # 5:  Checking 


an Online Grade Record;  Academic Vocabulary Chapter 5; quiz 




on fact, opinion, and belief.
Friday, September 18,  is the last day to change to Pass/No-Pass grading.

!!!Every student should have had at least one READING CONFERENCE by now!!!

7
9/28-10/2
Exploring compare/contrast pattern in news stories; Successful 


Student Activity #6: Time Management; Academic Vocabulary 



           Chapter 9; quiz on vocabulary chapters 4 and 5. 
8
10/5-9

Exploring other thinking pattern in news stories; Successful 




Student Activity #7:  Evaluating letters to the editors of Newsweek;




Academic Vocabulary Chapters  6 and 7.   Fiction pages goal for 


a C grade:  400

9
10/12-16
Exploring other thinking patterns in news stories Academic 



Vocabulary Chapters 7 and 8; quiz on chapters 6 and 7.
Friday, October 16, is the last day to drop a semester-length class.  You will earn a grade in every class you are enrolled in after October 16.
10
10/19-23
Exploring other thinking patterns in news stories; Academic 




Vocabulary Chapters  9 and 10; quiz on chapters 7 and 8.  
11
10/26-30
Exploring other thinking patterns in news stories; SSA #7: 




Collaborative Learning; Academic Vocabulary Chapters  11 and 



12;  quiz on chapters 9 and 10.


12
11/2-6

Exploring other thinking patterns in news stories; Academic 



Vocabulary Chapter 13 and 14; quiz on chapters 11 and 12.  



Fiction pages goal for a C grade:  600 
13
11/9-13
Exploring other thinking patterns in news stories;  Academic 



Vocabulary Chapter 15; quiz on chapters 13 and 14.
Wednesday, November 11 is the Veterans’ Day holiday—no school 
14
11/16-20
Exploring other thinking patterns in news stories; SSA #8:  Writing 


an Online Book Review; Academic Vocabulary Chapter 16. 





15
11/23-25
Exploring other thinking patterns in news stories; Academic 



Vocabulary Chapter 17; quiz on chapters 15 and 16. 



I will not loan any books from my private library after November 25.  November 26 and 27 are the Thanksgiving holiday—no school.
16
11/30-12/4
Exploring other thinking patterns in news stories; SSA #9: Oral 



Presentation;  Academic Vocabulary Chapter 18;   Fiction pages 



goal for a C grade:  800. 


17
12/7-11
Exploring thinking patterns in news stories; Academic Vocabulary 




Chapters 19 and 20; quiz on chapters 17 and 18.  Successful 



            Student Activity #10:  Self and Course Review; return books and 



receive $5 refunds!  









. 

Friday, December 11, is the last day to do a book talk.

18
12/14-18
Final Exam:  Quiz on chapters 19 and 20; turn in SSA #10; make 




up one or two Newsweek assignments as needed.



Final Exam Schedule:  





9:00-9:50 class:  
Monday, 12/14, 9-10:50, Ag 15  




10:00-11:50 class:
Wednesday, 12/16, 10-11:50, Por 1






1:00-2:50 class:  
Monday, 12/14, 1-2:50, Por 1

English 126: Reading Skills for College





$$ Your Money Back Guarantee $$





You’ll have time to read and choices about what you read from a variety of materials.  You’ll have chances to react to what you read and share those opinions with others.  You’ll learn about life and yourself through reading.  And when I get my fiction book back, you’ll get your $5 back!





Communication:





If you have questions or concerns about anything—homework, your written work, class activities, ab-sences, plagiarism, or anything else related to this class, please come to my office hours, email me, or call me—don’t assume anything until you’ve heard it for sure from me:





Mrs. Jan Zigler          





Office:  CCI 215


Office Hours:


MTTH 10-11; 


T 1-2; F 9-11


or by appointment.





� HYPERLINK "mailto:jan.zigler@reedleycollege.edu" ��jan.zigler@reedleycollege.edu�





638-3641 ext. 3262





�


Don’t just go away!




















III. COURSE OBJECTIVES








	(Specify major objectives in terms of the observable knowledge and/or skills to be attained.)





In the process of completing this course, students will:





A.	recognize and use new vocabulary with the aid of context clues, morphological clues, syntactic information, redundancy, and 	dictionary skills.





B.	comprehend and discuss both literal and implied meanings in material up to twelfth grade level of difficulty.





C.	analyze various writing techniques and their effects on the reading process.





D.	evaluate the credibility of authors' treatments.





E.	relate old knowledge to new.





F.	use study skill techniques of previewing, organizing strategies, synthesizing and summarizing to report on readings.





G.	vary reading strategies and rate according to the needs of the assignment or the level of difficulty of the writing.





H.	discuss the relevance of the readings in terms of personal knowledge gained or attitudinal changes resulting from the 	readings.





I.	apply these skills to short text passages, journal articles, and  to independent reading of two full-length books.
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English 126 Point Total Sheet


Fall  2009





Course Outcomes


Upon successful completion of this course, you should be able to:


Use new techniques to learn the  


  meanings of new college-level   


  words.


Identify the central point various types and lengths of texts.  


Recognize major details in texts.


Distinguish between major and minor supporting details and recognize the logical relationships that exist among them.


Recognize and organize details according to their logical relationships.


Recognize and identify thinking patterns that writers use to organize information.


Distinguish among statements of fact, personal opinion, and reasoned opinion.


Understand and state an author’s intent, tone, attitude, and/or bias in a text and how it relates to the central point.


Make inferences that are logical, 


      reasonable, and probable that are 


      based on accurate understanding 


      of what you’ve read.


Organize and report on a work of fiction.


Understand how to behave in a college class.


Follow acceptable standards for submitting college work.





The Point Total Sheet is a hard copy of your Blackboard record.  Visit and use the course Blackboard site often to check grades and announcements or to get assignments you’ve missed due to absence.  On the school web page, select Blackboard.  To log in, use your student number for both your ID and your password.  Keep your student number private to avoid identity theft and grade tampering. 
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