ENGL 126
Reading Skills for College

Fall 2009 August 17 – December 18

Instructor: Mrs. H. Purewal





Class Code:  54788 
Class Day/Time: MW
 9:00am—10:50am
      Room: PYS 75

Instructor’s Contact Information: 
244-5999 ext. 9291






E-mail: harpreet.purewal@fresnocitycollege.edu
Mailbox: Copy Building: “Purewal”

Reliable Classmate Contact Information: ___________________________________

Reliable Classmate Contact Information: ___________________________________

Materials: 
A. 
Required Textbook:  Henry, D. J.  The Master Reader, Second 



Edition. Pearson Education, Inc., 2009. ISBN 978-0-205-61754-8



B.  
Required Text: Albom, tuesdays with Morrie, Broadway Books, 



ISBN 978-0-7679-0592-3



C.
Required Text: Beah, a long way gone, Memoirs of a Boy Soldier, 



Sarah Crichton Books, ISBN 978-0-374-53126-3
D.  
Recommended: Three-ring loose-leaf binder with 5 dividers; 



pens/pencils, paper

Note: Students must have textbook and binder by second-class meeting.
Course Description:  This course is designed to help develop the basic reading skills, abilities, and strategies you will need to successfully understand, analyze, and respond to college-level reading material.  

Course Outcomes: Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

A. apply semantic, syntactic, and morphological clues to understand more of the unfamiliar words they encounter in reading required for other college courses.

B. understand and state the topic and central point of text and journal passages of varying lengths and levels of difficulty.

C. recognize the major details, which are presented in text and journal passages to develop and support the central points.

D. distinguish between details, which are more important to develop and support the central points from those, which are less important in text and journal passages.

E. recognize different types of logical relationships among the details and between the details and central points in text and journal passages.

F. understand and organize central points and supporting details read in texts and journals in ways that make clear the logical relationships among them.

G. recognize and identify organizational patterns used by authors to express logical relationships and use the same organizational patterns to paraphrase and record the important information in a text or journal passage.

H. distinguish among statements of fact, personal opinion, and reasoned opinion in text and journal passages.

I. understand and state the author’s intent in a text passage and relate it to the central point.

J. recognize and state an author’s tone, attitude, or bias in a passage.

K. make inferences that are logical, reasonable, and probable and are based on accurate literal comprehension of what is read.

L. organize and write reports on works of fiction (short story and novel) that includes identification of setting, description of characters, summary of plot, and analysis of author’s purpose.

M. understand acceptable standards of behavior in a college class.

N. gain important information with confidence from reading.

O. follow acceptable standards of submission of written work in a college class.
Course Objectives: Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

A. recognize and use new vocabulary with the aid of context clues, morphological clues, syntactic information, redundancy, and dictionary skills.

B. comprehend and discuss both literal and implied meanings in material up to twelfth grade level of difficulty.

C. analyze various writing techniques and their effects on the reading process.

D. evaluate the credibility of authors’ treatments.

E. relate old knowledge to new.

F. use study skill techniques of previewing, organizing strategies, synthesizing and summarizing to report on readings.

G. vary reading strategies and rate according to the needs of the assignment or the level of difficulty of the writing.

H. discuss the relevance of the readings in terms of personal knowledge gained or attitudinal changes resulting from the readings.  

I. apply these skills to short text passages, journal articles, and to independent reading of full-length books.

Attendance:

Students are allowed 6 absences for emergencies or personal business.  Please remember there is no “excused” absence.  If you are not in class, you are absent.  You must be on time and remain for the entire class session to be marked present.  Any student who misses more class sessions than allowed in the first half of the course, regardless of whether the absences are consecutive, will be dropped.  Lack of regular attendance after the 50 percent drop deadline may result in an unsatisfactory grade. 

*If you do not attend the first day, you will be dropped.  

*In addition, if you attend class on first day but miss the next two classes, you will be dropped to make room for those attempting to add.

Please note:

Class begins on time.  You will not be allowed to come to class habitually tardy and disrupt others.  Students who are habitually late will be referred as “disruptive students” and may be asked to drop the class.

Assignments are collected at the beginning of the class session.  Anything after this time is late and will not be accepted for credit.  Exception: Major assignments worth 25 or more points will be accepted up to 24 hours late for half credit.  All major assignments must be typed: all others in blue or blank ink.

No make-ups will be given for chapter tests. You must be in class on the scheduled date to take these tests, but the lowest test score for chapter tests will be dropped.  

Mid-Term and Final exam must be taken when scheduled, no make-ups.

Points may be earned through short quizzes, responses, etc. usually during the first 3-5 minutes of class or the last 3-5 minutes of class.  These cannot be made up.  You must be present and on time to earn these points.

Grades:

This course is a credit/ no credit course.  However, A-F grades will be recorded and will become part of a student’s record.  Students must earn at least a 70% overall (C grade) to receive a passing grade and progress to the next level.  The following grading system will be used:




Quizzes, & In-Class Course work – 15%




Homework & Summary Assignments – 15%




Book Reports and  Semester Project – 30%




Chapter Tests, Midterm and Final Exam – 40%


Grades will be assigned according to the following criteria:


A 90-100%


B 80-89%


C 70-79%


No Credit, Failing 0-69%

Time Commitment:  In addition to attending class regularly, students are expected to spend a minimum of approximately two hours out of class for every one-hour in class.

Suggestions for Thriving, Not Merely Surviving

· Form Study Groups with your classmates.

· Share e-mail addresses and/or telephone numbers with classmates to help and support each other.

· Set aside regular study time in a quiet location for uninterrupted study.

· Come to class after an absence already caught up!  Call or e-mail a classmate when you need assignments you have missed.

· Make an appointment to meet with me for additional help.

Academic Honesty:

All students are expected to refrain from plagiarizing and any other form of cheating.  This includes paraphrasing without giving credit to the author, copying from your novels in written responses, and copying or ALLOWING someone to copy on assignments and/or tests.  

Cheating including plagiarism will result in an F grade for the assignment/test.

Checking a cell phone during a test WILL BE CONSIDERED CHEATING.  TURN THEM OFF as you enter the classroom.  If a cell phone rings during a test, the student owning the cell phone must turn in his/her test and leave.  Likewise, sending or receiving text messages is not allowed.  Other disciplinary measures will be taken if necessary.

Tentative Schedule of Course Content   
Course Text: Becoming a Master Reader, 2nd Ed.

Week 1 

Introduction and Discussion of Syllabus- Writing a Summary




1 A Reading System for Master Readers
Week 2

2 Vocabulary Skills
 

Week 3

Test of Chapters 1-2 Aug 31



3 Stated Main Ideas 
Week 4

Labor Day- No Class
Tuesdays with Morry Book Discussion/In-Class Rough Draft

Week 5 

Peer Review of Rough Draft

4 Supporting Details



First Book Repot Due Sept 16

Week 6

Test of Chapters 3-4-Sept 21




5 Outlines and Concept Maps
Week 7

6 Transitions and Thought Patterns




Review for Mid-Term
Week 8

Midterm: Oct 5 2009 (Covering Chapters 1-6)




Library-Begin Research for Semester Project
Week 9

Last Day to Withdraw7 More Thought Patterns





Additional Readings Pages 691-695 

Week 10

Works Cited Due/Organizer Oct 19




8 Implied Main Ideas  

Week 11

Test of Chapters 7-8 Oct 26




9 Fact and Opinion
Week 12

In Class Rough Draft for Semester Project




Peer Review of Semester Project
Week 13

10 Tone and Purpose/Semester Project Due 




Veteran’s Day-No Class Nov 11
Week 14

Test of Chapter 9-10 Nov 16




11 Inferences:
Making VALID Inferences 
Week 15

12 Basics of Argument

Week 16

Book Discussion on 2nd Novel/In-Class Rough Draft



13 Advanced Argument: Persuasive Techniques


Week 
17

Final Book Report Due Dec 7/Additional Readings 793-806

Course Review
Week 18
 
Final Exam Dec 14 9:00 am

Note: This tentative schedule is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor.

Please Note: If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media, as addressed by the American Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, notify your instructor, and immediate, reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your situation.







