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English 125: Writing Skills for College
Fall 2009

Instructor: Courtney Miller
Room: CCI 207

Email: Music68@csufresno.edu, courtney.miller@reedleycollege.edu                                                                

Class time: MW, 8-9:50AM   Class Number: 53794
Office Hours: MW, 10-11:50AM (by appointment)

Office: HUM 60     
Course Description


Development of the process of writing, revising and finishing short papers, including logical development and organization of ideas.  Emphasizes avoiding common writing errors; develops reading skills by reading model essays, analyzing rhetorical strategies; develops critical thinking skills by matching the structures of writing to meaning and audience, and by using writing as thinking to explore and express ideas.  Meets A.A./ A.S. degree requirements for writing.  Prepares students for English 1A.  (Not recommended for students learning English as a second language.


This course will develop students' abilities to write effective prose and to understand and respond to the works of established professional writers.  You will explore your own talents and the talents of well-known writers to develop an understanding of various writing styles and techniques.   In general, there will be four central purposes behind this course:  1. creating a stronger understanding of the concepts of writing at the sentence level; 2. developing a personal voice and the ability to strongly develop and support a thesis; 3. understanding the conventions of college level writing in order to successfully create such writing; 4. learning the aspects of writing as a process of learning and expression.  Helping you to become comfortable with and capable of producing writing that will fit the demands of your college education is one of my main goals as your instructor.  

Expected Outcomes/Objectives:  

1. Employ one or more prewriting strategies such as outlining, free-writing and/or clustering.

2. Analyze and respond orally and in writing to the thematic content in professional essays and texts.

3. Identify and critique orally and in writing each author’s purpose, audience, voice, and style in professional essays and texts.

4. Write summaries, paraphrases, and critiques that accurately reflect and/or evaluate professional essays and texts.

5. Plan and construct essays that incorporate coherent thesis statements, topic sentences, transitions, and supporting sentences.

6. Plan and construct essays that incorporate introductory paragraphs which include various audience-involvement strategies; body paragraphs that coherently develop subtopics, and concluding paragraphs that unify the essay and reinforce the thesis.

7. Plan and construct essays using different analytical or thematic modes.

8. Plan and construct argument essays that demonstrate adequate and applicable research by stating a position clearly and providing substantiating evidence.

9. Plan and construct an 6-10 page thesis-driven research essay that demonstrates the ability to access print and electronic resources and to document them appropriately according to MLA and/or a similar professional documentation system.

Required Texts:  


Patterns for College Writing: A Rhetorical Reader and Guide, 11th edition, by Laurie G. Kirszner and Stephen R. Mandell

A commonsense Guide to Grammar and Usage, 5th edition, by Larry Beason and Mark Lester 

Required Materials:

Each student must purchase a journal specifically for the class.  I prefer that you purchase a composition notebook.  You must bring this and your book (Patterns) every day to class.  You must also bring paper for notes and a pen or pencil.  If you would like to use your journal for notes, this is fine, but you must clearly mark this. 

Note: To be successful in the class, you must be organized.  This will make your life easier.  If you come to class unprepared (without your book, journal, or printed assignments) I have the right to ask you to leave, and you will receive no credit for the possible points earned that day and will receive an absence for that day.  REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR BOOK (PATTERNS) AND JOURNAL TO EACH CLASS.    

Assignments and Grading
Rough Drafts

50 pts. Each




150 Total

For each paper, you are required to turn in two rough drafts (25pts. each).  This will be graded based on the rubric developed by the class.  One will be revised, the other edited.  The papers following this must show significant change in order for you to receive credit for the RDs.

Paper Portfolios

100 pts. Each




300 Total

These must include (in this order from top to bottom) the letter to the professor that reflects on the process of writing the paper, what was learned and the revisions/ editing done before the final paper was turned in; the final paper; an early draft of the paper; and any process material discussed you feel is necessary to show your learning in writing the paper. 

NOTE: YOU CANNOT PASS THE CLASS IF YOU DO NOT TURN IN EVERY PAPER PORTFOLIO!!

Journals

100 pts. Each




300 Total

This grade will be based on the in-class freewrites and reflections that are offered daily.  Points are given simply if the writing is completed with significant effort.  This cannot be made up for any reason if you do not attend class on the day it is assigned and accounts for a huge chunk of your grade.

Reading Responses
10 pts. Each




200 Total

This grade is based on a collection of the responses and summaries that are due after readings.  Ten points are earned for the response and ten for reading and responding to a peer’s writing.  

Final Exam

100 pts.  




100 Total

Timed writing.  

Quizzes


10 pts. Each




50 Total

These will be given at random points throughout the semester.  

Total Points Possible






1,100 pts.

Note: NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED.  

Grade Breakdown:

A
100%-90%



B
89%-80%



C
79%-70%



D
69%-60%



F
59% and below



Essay Scoring Rubric:    I do not use letter grades.  A total of 100 points will be given for each essays (300 points for the research paper) assigned using the following scoring rubric broken into three categories:


Content:  

            40 pts.


Organization/Fluency:
            30 pts.


Conventions:

            30 pts.


Total:


           100 pts.

Students With Disabilities

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e.: Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact your instructor as soon as possible. 

Behavioral Policies

Attendance/Drop Policy

1.  Four consecutive absences and you will be dropped.

2. After a total of eight (6) absences and you will be dropped.

3.  If you fail to attend the first day, you will not be reading this, and you will be dropped from the class.  

4.  Three times tardy equal one absence.  Fifteen minutes late or a fifteen-minute early departure equal an absence.

Causes for Discipline


1.  Dishonesty, plagiarism, cheating


2.  Forgery or misrepresentation of oneself


3.  Obstruction or disruption of teaching


4.  Physical or verbal abuse


5.  Theft or damage of property


6.  Disorderly or lewd conduct


7.  Possession of controlled substances

Discipline


Depending upon the nature of the infraction, students may receive a verbal warning, or they may be suspended from class up to two days, which includes a referral to the Dean of Students.  

Plagiarism


Anyone caught plagiarizing in this class will receive the following consequences:


1.  First infraction:  No credit on the assigned work.


2.  Second infraction:  Failure in the class.

Those caught plagiarizing or cheating will also be referred to the Dean of Students Office and a report will be placed in their permanent record.

Assignment Sequence

Week One

M 8/17 First Day of Instruction

Activity: Introductions

Syllabus, Name Game, Writing Center.

Reading Due: None

Writing Due: None

W 8/19

Activity: Active Reading

Journal 1: Response to Reading

Discussion of how we use readings in writings. Annotation of “Book Marks”. 

Reading Due: Reading to Write: How to Use This Book (page 1-13)

Week Two

M 8/24

Activity: Genre

Journal 2: Genre

Practice round of pre-writing. 

Reading Due: Invention (page 17-36)

Writing Due: RR1

W 8/26

Activity: Narration

Discuss Personal Narrative, essay one, prompt.

Collaborative Activity for Narration on page 142.

Reading Due: Narration (page 83-87) and Bonnie Smith-Yackel’s “My Mother

Never Worked” (page 114-119)

Writing Due: RR2 

Week Three

M 8/31

            Activity: Topic selection, prewriting, brainstorming.

            Reading Due: Sandra Cisneros’s “Only Daughter” (97-101)

            Writing Due: RR 3

W 9/2

            Activity: Paragraphs

            Reading Due:  Drafting and Revising (pg. 51-60) and Anne Lammot’s “Shitty

First Drafts” (located in Course Documents). Sample Draft of Essay one.

            Writing Due:  RR 4 

Week Four

M 9/7 

            Labor Day: No Class

W 9/9

            Activity: WS- Sayback

            Reading Due: None

            Writing Due: First draft of paper one

Week Five


M 9/14

Activity: Editing Workshop
Read: Section on editing.
Write: Second draft of essay 1  

W 9/16

Polishing, Sentence level considerations, Reflection, Portfolio, Etc.  
Write: Unit 1 Journal Due and RR 5

Week Six

M 9/21: 

Activity: Image analysis, Cause and Effect, Page 338-339

Reading Due: None

Writing Due: Paper one portfolio posted on blackboard. Journals.

W 9/23

Activity: Collaborative Activity for Cause and Effect on page 381  

Reading Due: Chapter 10, Cause and Effect pg.321-327

Writing Due: RR 6
Week Seven

 

M 9/28

Activity: Cause and Effect

Discuss Cause and Effect. Essay two prompt. 

“Scrubs”

Reading Due: Chapter 10, Cause and Effect pg. 327-331; 333-336; 

Writing Due: RR7

  

W 9/30

Activity: Writing Assignment for Cause and Effect #1 on page 380

Incorporating quotes: Sandwich quotes

Reading Due: Grahams “The ‘Black Table’ is Still There”, pg. 345-347; Doing Research 758-766.

Writing Due: RR 8 

 

Week Eight

M 10/5

Activity: Research scavenger hunt.

Reading Due: Rubin’s “Guns and Grief” 350-355. 

Writing Due: RR 9- Purpose and Audience questions on page 354

 

W 10/7

Activity: Brainstorming, Outlining, Group Drafting 

Reading Due: MLA Citation Format

Writing Due: Two Sources for essay, annotated bibliographies, and works cited pages.

Week Nine


M 10/12

Activity: Workshop Paper Two

Writing Due: First draft of paper one.
Reading Due: Revising a Cause-and-Effect Essay pg. 331

W 10/14

Activity: Editing and MLA Workshop

Reading Due: Editing a Cause-and-Effect Essay pg. 331-333
Writing Due: Second draft of paper two, RR 10

Week Ten


M 10/19

Activity: Process Analysis-- Peanut butter and jelly sandwich

Work on Reflection paper

Reading Due: Chapter 9: Process pg. 263-281

Writing Due: There will be a quiz on the reading in order to make sure you understand the concepts of writing a process analysis.  NOTE: You should have the final draft of the paper due, but the portfolio will not be due until the following class session.

W 10/21

Activity: Skiing Activity-- Self Assessment
Writing Due: Final Paper Portfolio for paper two

Week Eleven

M 10/26
Activity: Paper Three—Argumentation

“Monty python”—Deductive Reasoning, Inductive Reasoning, and Fallacies
Reading Due: Ch. 14 Argumentation (pg 547-562)
Writing Due: RR 11 and Unit 2 Journals
W 10/28
Activity: Collaborative Activity for Argumentation
Reading Due: "Debate: What is a Hate Crime" pg. 604-605, "Debate: How Big a Threat is Global Warming?" pg. 616, and "Debate: Is Wal-Mart Good for America" pg. 629-630
Writing Due: RR 12

Week Twelve

M 11/2

Activity: Roommate Letter-- Audience Awareness
Reading Due: "Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions, Seneca Falls Convention, 1948", and "Letter from Birmingham Jail" pg. 581-603.
Writing Due: RR 13 (Audience Questions for both)

W 11/4

Activity: Paragraphing Value Line

Reading Due: "Structuring and Argumentative Essay" pg. 563-564 and "A

Student Writer" pg. 567-571.
Writing Due: None.  There will be a comprehensive quiz that reviews the ideas of the entire chapter.

Week Thirteen

M 11/9

Activity: Workshop Paper Three

Reading Due: Revising and Argumentative Essay (pg 564)

Writing Due: Draft One of Paper Three

W 11/11

Veteran’s Day, No Class

Week Fourteen

M 11/16

Activity: Editing Workshop for Paper Three

Reading Due: Editing an Argumentative Essay

Writing Due: Draft Two of Paper Three

W 11/18

Activity: Reflection


Reading Due: Re-read all of your papers, writing assignments, and journals for

this class.  Make a list of development points you’ve notices throughout this

writing. 


Writing Due: Quotes from your writing that you will use in your research

reflection paper.  

Week Fifteen

M 11/23


Activity: Class Review  


Paper Three


Reading Due: None


Writing Due:  Final Paper Portfolio for Paper Three

W 11/25


Activity: “Idiocracy”


Reading Due: Ch. 15 “Combining the Patterns” and “On Dumpster Diving”, pg.

705-729.


Writing Due: RR

Week Sixteen

M 11/ 30

Activity: Collaborative Activity for Combining the Patterns, pg 755

Reading Due: Cofer’s “The Myth of the Latin Woman”, Kirby’s “Inked Well”, 


and Swift’s “A Modern Proposal”, pg. 730-754 


Writing Due: RR

W12/ 2


Activity: In-class Writing

Reading Due: Timed Writing

Writing Due: RR

Week Seventeen

M 12/7


Activity: Review for Short Answer portion of the final


Reading Due: Sample Questions


Writing Due: Responses

W 12/9


Activity: Review for Essay Questions


Reading Due: Sample Questions



Writing Due: Responses

Week Eighteen

W 12/16: 8-9:50

Final Exam 

NOTE:  I reserve the right to change the syllabus or assignment sequence at any point during the semester due to class progress or other issues.  If this occurs, written notification will be provided.  
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