English 125 Online – Section 53841

Writing Skills for College – Fall 2009

August 17-December 18
Instructor  Deborah Lyons

Email   deborah.lyons@reedleycollege.edu
Office Hours  Please contact me to arrange a meeting. 

Required Text & Materials

Behrens, Laurence and Leonard J. Rosen.  What it Takes:  Writing in College.  New York: 

Pearson Longman, 2009.

Douglass, Frederick. Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass: An American Slave 

Written by Himself.   New York:  Dover Publications (Thrift Edition), 1995.

Course Description

This course will focus on several important areas: developing the process of writing, revising, and finishing papers, including the logical development and organization of ideas; avoiding common writing errors; developing reading skills by reading model essays and analyzing rhetorical strategies; developing critical thinking by matching the structures of writing to meaning and audience; and by using writing as thinking to explore and express ideas.

We will be using Blackboard as our classroom.  Our classroom Blackboard contains documents, announcements and other information needed for our course; in addition; Blackboard allows for e-mailing and online discussions.  There are various tabs to the left of the screen in Blackboard that lead you to necessary and supplementary documents, to all assignments and schedules, and more.  You can access our Blackboard directly from the Reedley College Website (click on the “Blackboard” link found under the “RC Online” link).  

Course Outcomes

1. Upon completion of this course, you will be able to:

1. Prewrite constructively to generate ideas and determine ideas, opinions, positions, and ultimately theses and plans.

2. Respond to a prompt quickly and independently.

3. Write a developed essay with a clear thesis and support.

4. Write with some sophistication:  introduction should be more than a thesis; a conclusion should be more than a summary; an essay should have ample substance.

5. Plan and revise fairly independently employing all stages of the writing process as necessary and appropriate.

6. Recognize and revise common errors such as problems with fragments, comma splices, and sentence fuses throughout a piece.

7. Construct syntactically correct sentences. 

8. Use a variety of rhetorics and structures, including documented sources.

9. Use MLA style with some guidance to set up papers and document sources.

2. You will demonstrate a command of the course outcomes by writing essays and through your performance on a final grammar exam. Your essays will be written according to the following guidelines. By following these guidelines, you will demonstrate your ability to write well. Theses guidelines cover several important skills:

1. Your ability to write an introduction.


1. thesis



2. supportive material



3. transition

2. Your ability to write good paragraphs in the body of the essay.



1. topic sentence



2. context



3. direct quotation



4. critical thinking 



5. transition

3. Your ability to write a concluding paragraph.



1. restate the thesis



2. restate the supportive material



3. make a final statement

4. Your ability to cite direct quotations using the MLA methods discussed in class.

5. Your ability to avoid fragments, comma splices, and sentence fuses.

6. Your ability to use basic skills, such as, but not limited to, spelling, word choice, verb tense, subject verb agreement, pronoun agreement, the apostrophe, capitalization, and indicating the titles of works.

7. Your ability to complete a list of works cited using the MLA methods discussed in class. Your ability to follow directions.

Computer Requirements:

Skills Needed
· Familiarity with computers (knowing where the power switch is located, for example) 

· Know the basics of word processing (saving files, using spell check, using grammar check, moving text, using the help function, etc.) 

· Know how to access the Internet and navigate the Internet (use a browser, utilize search engines, save and or print from the Internet)

· Know how to send e-mail and e-mail with attachments

Hardware Needed
· Pentium (PC) or Mac equivalent

· Home Internet access is desirable.  There are computers on campus which you can use; however, they are not always available. Be sure to check when labs are open and available for drop in use. You should also know if your local library has computers available with Internet access.  If your home computer crashes, is in need of repair, or you lose Internet access, you must find an alternative way to complete the required work on time for this class. Be sure to constantly back up the work from your hard drive to a flash drive or other source.
E-Mail

An e-mail address is essential. Check it on a daily basis. Update any change of email address on Blackboard and Webadvisor.
Required Course Work:

Class Participation 






Required

Quizzes






                
10%

Discussion Boards
    



                        15%

Essays








65%

Final








10%

Class participation is defined as reading the class assignments; joining in the exchange of opinions in group and/or whole class discussion; starting appropriate new items for discussion; and, perhaps most important of all, asking questions.

Quizzes cannot be made up after the due dates.  

Discussion boards are weekly graded conversations on the readings. 

Paper Policy

1. All essays are due by midnight on the date given in correct MLA format. You must also run spell check and thoroughly proof read your work before submitting it. If the above standards are not met you will need to resubmit it in the correct format. You will only be able to receive a C grade on that assignment if this happens.

2. Late essays will be accepted with a 5% drop in the grade for each day late. 
3. Failure to turn in the first essay will result in being dropped from the class. It is not possible to pass this class unless all essays are completed.
Grading

You will be graded on a point system scale. Grading Scale: 90-100% A, 80-89% B, 70-79% C, 60-69% D, 0-59% F

Weekly Schedule:

For the weekly schedule refer to the Assignments tab on Blackboard.  There will be a folder for each week in which you will find reading assignments, discussion board due dates, essay due dates, and more. 

Each week’s assignments will be emailed to you by Friday evening (for the following week) and will also be posted on the announcements page of Blackboard. 
Attendance
Your weekly online attendance – posting to discussion boards, submitting assignments, etc. is required and will help you to achieve a higher grade and gain what you need from the course.  
Plagiarism

Don’t do it. Plagiarism is to use others’ words or ideas and present them as your own. If it is discovered that you have plagiarized on an assignment you will receive a zero on that assignment which may result in a failing grade in the class. You will submit all essays through Turnitin.com, a plagiarism checking website.

Students with disabilities
If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), including alternate media requests, please notify me immediately. 

Important Dates:
Start of Class





August 17
Labor Day Holiday




September 7 
Last day to Drop




October 16
Veterans’ Day Holiday



            November 11 
Thanksgiving Holiday


   
            November 26-27 
Last day of Class




December 18 

NOTE: This syllabus is subject to change at any time during the semester as deemed appropriate by the instructor.
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