ENGLISH 125~FALL 2009
Schedule #53781
Meets 10/19 to 12/18

MTWTh 4:00pm-5:50pm

CCI 207
Ms. RuthAnne Krause

Phone: 638-3641 ext 3840
Email: ruthanne.krause@reedleycollege.edu
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Development of the process of writing, revising, and finishing short papers, including the logical development and organization of ideas. Emphasizes avoiding common writing errors; develops reading skills by reading model essays and analyzing rhetorical strategies; develops critical thinking skills by matching the structures of writing to meaning and audience, and by using writing as thinking, to explore and express ideas. Subject Prerequisites: Completion of English 252 or placement by the college assessment process.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:
1. Prewrite constructively to generate ideas and to determine opinions, positions, and ultimately theses and plans.

2. Respond to a prompt quickly and independently.

3. Write a developed essay with a clear thesis and support.

4. Write with some sophistication (i.e., an introduction should be more than a thesis; a conclusion should be more than a summary; the essay should have ample substance).

5. Plan and revise fairly independently, employing all stages of the writing process as necessary and appropriate.

6. Recognize and revise common errors such as problems with fragments or comma splices throughout a piece.

7. Construct idiomatically correct sentences.
8. Use a variety of essay patterns of development, including documenting sources.

9. Use MLA style with some guidance to set up papers and document sources.

The course outline will be posted on Blackboard.

CLASS PHILOSOPHY and STANDARDS:
This class is not a lecture class. It is a learner centered class that is dependent on student engagement. Writing can be difficult, but experience shows me that you can do well in this class if you do the following (and I EXPECT you to do the following): show up for EVERY SESSION AND STAY THE WHOLE SESSION, show up ON TIME, participate in group activities, do all assignments, and ask for help when you need it. Following these standards also works well in the real world, by the way. 

I am interested in creating a safe environment for lively classroom discussion where you can all present your ideas and points of view. Therefore, your courtesy toward everyone in this class is crucial. Rudeness of any kind will not be tolerated. I will ask you to leave the classroom and perhaps the class altogether if you are rude to anyone during a class session. Any misconduct in the classroom will be reported to administration.
ATTENDANCE:

· Roll is taken at the beginning of each class session. Sessions begin on time.

·  Calling me to tell me you will be absent does not excuse your absence.

· If you leave before the end of a class session, you will be marked absent.

· If you miss any class during the first week of the semester you may be dropped.

· Students who miss more than three (3) classes for any reason before the four-and-one-half week drop date will be dropped from the course.

· If you decide to drop the course, it is your responsibility to make the drop official in the Administrations and Records office or else possibly receive a grade of F.
CELL PHONES:
Turn them OFF and keep them in your backpacks out of sight! Do not leave them on silent or vibrate. If you text, you may be asked to leave the class and not receive credit for the day.
REQUIRED TEXTS AND MATERIALS:
Patterns for College Writing: A Rhetorical Reader and Guide, Laurie G. Kirszner, Stephen R. Mandell.

A Commonsense Guide to Grammar and Usage, Fifth Edition; Larry Beason, Mark Lester.

Flash Drive

*Binder (three ring), a lot of college ruled three ring paper, pens, pencils, highlighters.
*Please note—You will be required to keep ALL of your essays on both your flash drive and in your binder. You will also be required to keep all class handouts in your binder. You will be tested on these materials (your essays and handouts) throughout the semester and will turn in a folio taken from your work at the end of the semester.
REQUIRED COURSE WORK AND GRADING:

Class participation




Required

Quizzes, in-class activities, homework, etc.

15%
In class timed essays, group presentations, etc.
10%

Essays (four)





70%

Portfolio




  
 5%

Class participation is defined as being in class and being engaged in class; arriving on time; completing assigned reading or other homework; joining in discussions; completing in-class assignments. Any class participation work may NOT be made up. I will frequently test on assigned reading, WITH or WITHOUT warning and may assign an in-class timed essay. You may not make up a missed quiz or timed essay. There is no extra credit.
Four (4) Essays:

· Essays will be 750 words (apx. 4 ½ pages).
· If your essay is late, you will be docked one letter grade for every day your essay is late. This includes weekend days. After the third day, I will no longer accept the essay. I do not accept essays via email.

· Should I discover while reading your essay that you have not run spell check or sufficiently proofread and edited your work, I will discontinue reading and return the essay to you. You will have one week to revise the paper (the return date will be clearly marked on your essay). The highest grade such a paper can receive is a “C”. If you do not revise the essay, you will receive a zero for the assignment and therefore fail the class.

· All essays must be in MLA format. We will go over this format in class before your first essay is due.

· Failure to turn in the first essay will result in being dropped from the class. It is not possible to pass this class unless all essays are completed.

SPECIAL NEEDS REQUESTS:

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please notify me as soon as possible.
PLAGIARISM:
No plagiarism allowed. Plagiarism is the use of another’s words or ideas as your own without giving credit to the source. I will spot check your essays for plagiarism by using various anti-plagiarism websites. Any student who plagiarizes will automatically fail the course.
BLACKBOARD:
All course announcements, the course schedule, assignments, and your grades are available on our Blackboard course site. It is up to you to alert me if you see any problems with your grade.

I have read, understand, and agree to all items in the Syllabus for English 125, Fall 2009 Semester (Schedule #53781). I agree to fully participate in class as outlined in the Syllabus.

___________________________________________

Name Printed

___________________________________________________________________________

Signature









Date
1

