ESL 266LS ACADEMIC ORAL COMMUNICATION, Schedule No. 54133
Fall 2009 4 Units (Credit/No Credit), Monday 6:00 – 8:15 POR-1, Wednesday 6:00 – 6:20 LAL-1, 6:30 – 8:15 POR-2 

Instructor: Jonathan Long

Office Hours: by appointment

E-mail: jonathan.long@fresnocitycollege.edu
COURSE PREREQUISITES: Use of language other than English as a primary language.  Appropriate multiple-measure placement by a counselor, which includes score on approved ESL placement test such as the CELSA, successful completion of English as a Second Language 265 or 265LS, or counselor/instructor recommendation. An oral skills course for advanced ESL students. Designed to develop communication skills in listening, speaking and pronunciation. Prepares students for college-level courses. May be taken concurrently with English as a Second Language 266R and/or 266W

COURSE GOAL: This class is an oral skills course for advanced ESL students. It is designed to develop communication skills in listening, speaking, pronunciation and note taking in a college class. It will help you prepare for college level courses.  

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course is designed to help you in the following areas:

1.    Listening: You will listen to and demonstrate understanding of academic lectures.

2.    Speaking: By speaking English in a variety of academic functions you will improve in fluency and grammatical accuracy.

3. Pronunciation: You will learn oral and phonetic skills to improve your pronunciation.
4. Note taking: By listening to lectures and practicing note taking you will develop this skill.  

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

1. Attendance/Participation: Students are expected to attend class and lab regularly. This will increase your chances of improving your English skills and passing this course. Three tardies (more than 10 minutes late) equals one absence. 

2. Homework/class work: All homework is to be completed at home and it is due at the beginning of class. Class work, as a rule, shall be completed in class. If you are absent you are still responsible for the homework and class work. So, you must contact me or another student to find out about the missed assignment. Late work will not be accepted.

3. Presentations: There will be three ten minute presentations on academic or professional topics, one each in weeks five, ten and fifteen.

4. Exams: There will be three tests in weeks six, twelve and eighteen and they will be announced in advance. Exams cannot be made up except under dire, extenuating circumstances, e.g. hospitalization, death in your immediate family.

5. Cheating and Plagiarism: Plagiarism means the copying of the work of others and claiming it as your own. This and other forms of cheating will result in a grade of zero for that assignment or exam.
6. Behavior: No cell-phone use. 
7. Class Cancellation:
In the event that class must be canceled unexpectedly, an official yellow form will be placed on the classroom door by the Dean’s Office. When you arrive to class, you are responsible to read the notice for any special assignments or instructions. 

COURSE OUTCOMES:

            1.    Take accurate notes on salient features of academic lectures.  

       2.    Give presentations on professional and academic topics with attention to grammar,                     pronunciation and intonation as well as non-verbal aspects of communication.

       3.
Use academic vocabulary in note-taking and oral production with correct meaning, use and form.

4.     Interact orally in impromptu situations using effective communication strategies and               


        compensatory skills. 

Course Objectives:  

In the process of completing this course, students will:
A.  differentiate between relevant and irrelevant material in listening to authentic social, professional and 

      academic English.

B.  develop lecture note-taking skills (using abbreviations, outlining and recognizing lecture cues). 

C.  listen to and practice reduced speech and idiomatic expressions

D.  develop academic vocabulary.

E.  speak comprehensibly about a variety of topics.

F.  detect and self-monitor errors in oral communication and pronunciation.

G.  utilize effective communication strategies to negotiate meaning.

H.  recognize and use complex grammatical structures.

I.   recognize and use appropriate professional and academic language functions.

J.   recognize and use paralinguistic features of language (nonverbal communication, use of filler words and 

     sounds).
Course Content:

A.
Listening:

1.
observation of collegiate-level instruction to identify individual strengths and     weaknesses

2.
note-taking strategies in academic content areas (audio, video and guest lectures)

3.
development of academic vocabulary

4.
oral interaction on professional and academic subjects with native speakers of English inside and outside of the classroom

B.
Speaking:

1.
oral presentation practice (e.g. role plays, reports, poster talks, debates, extemporaneous speeches and PowerPoint presentations)

2.
interactive questioning and answering strategies

3.
paraphrasing and synthesis skills

4.
monitoring and self-correction strategies

C.
Pronunciation:

1.
stress, intonation, rhythm and suprasegmentals 

2.
accent reduction in computer lab

TEXT:
Ann Roemer, College Oral Communication 2, Anne Roemer, Heinle, (ISBN: 1-4282-0301-X), $49.00

MATERIALS: 8 1/2x11inch notebook paper; no jagged edges
GRADING: Your accumulated points during the semester will be converted at the end of the semester as follows:

Grading scale:

90-100
A

80-89
B

70-79
C

60-69
D

 0-59
F

Grades will be based on:

Homework/Class Work
25%

3 Presentations (3X10)
30%

3 Exams (3X15)

45%



             100%
OTHER DATES: 

Last Drop Date: Friday, 16 October

No Class:
Monday, September 7 (Labor Day)



PRIVATE Wednesday, November 11 (Veterans’ Day)

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternative media (e.g., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.)  per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me a soon as possible. 

I am looking forward to working with you. Please see me or contact me with any questions, concerns or problems you are having.
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Thursday, November 15 (Veterans’ Day)"
ESL 266LS

Study Plan (Subject to Change)

	Week 1
	Chapter 1:  Cry Wolf (Humanities)
	Introduction

	Week 2
	
	Listening

	Week 3
	
	Speaking

	Week 4
	Chapter 2: Food Chains (Natural Science: Ecology)
	Introduction

	Week 5
	Presentation 1; 
	Listening/ Speaking

	Week 6
	Test 1;

 Chapter 3: Forbidden Food (Nutrition & Social Sciences)
	Introduction

	Week 7
	
	Listening

	Week 8
	
	Speaking

	Week 9
	Chapter 4: Bacteria Burgers (Math & Business)
	Introduction

	Week 10
	Presentation 2
	Listening

	Week 11
	
	Speaking

	Week 12
	Test 2;

Chapter 5: Canine Colleagues
	Introduction

	Week 13
	
	Listening

	Week 14
	
	Speaking

	Week 15
	Presentation 3;

Chapter 6: Amazing Mice
	Introduction

	Week 16
	
	Listening

	Week 17
	
	Speaking

	Week 18
	Final Exam: Monday, December 14, 6:00-8:05 (POR-1)
	


