Speech 1

INTRODUCTION TO PUBLIC SPEAKING

Summer 2008

Instructor: Ed Boling

Textbook: 
Hamilton, C. (2006). Essentials of Public Speaking. 3rd Ed. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.

MTWThF 8:00 – 9:30 am
Email: eboli22@hotmail.com
Course description and rationale:


The primary objective of this course is to help you to improve and expand your communication skills.  To accomplish this objective, each student will gain new knowledge about human communication and be given the opportunity to apply this knowledge in a series of in-class presentations.  These presentations will vary in type and length and are described below.  This course is oriented toward practical experiences based on sound communication theory and is built on the assumption that students need to develop confidence in their abilities as public communicators.  Confidence is developed through a combination of a) understanding the theoretical material presented in the textbook and class lectures, and b) applying this understanding to the in-class speaking assignments and eventually to your professional careers.  In addition to the specific course objectives listed below, more detailed learning objectives will be provided for each assignment. 

Student Learning Outcomes:
 Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

1.       Construct and deliver a speech with communicative competence and confidence. 

2.     Choose appropriate organizational patterns and supporting material for their 
speeches.

3.     Create speeches for various contexts and occasions. 

4.     Apply better listening skills in public speaking situations.

5.     Apply more effective reasoning skills when constructing and evaluating speeches.

6.     Design speeches based upon analysis of audience cultures, needs, beliefs, values, 
and attitudes. 

7.     Critique and evaluate others’ speeches

Participation:

Regular attendance is required in a Speech class. You will be graded on your work as an audience member as well as on your speeches, quizzes, and other assignments. All students will, at some point in the semester, ask probing questions and provide constructive feedback verbally following a speech.

Assignments:

Minor Speeches


Cultural Artifact


     15


Interview



     10


Impromptu



     25


Ceremonial



     25

Major Speeches


Demonstration


   100


Informative



   150


Persuasive



   200

Papers


Cultural Artifact


     25


Informative Outline


     25


Persuasive Outline


     25


Demonstration Critique

     50


Informative Critique


     50

Exams


Midterm



   100


Final Exam



   100

Participation




   100

Total Points




1,000

Details for assignments will be discussed and handed out in class. If you miss class, you are responsible to find out from fellow students details of the class you missed. Do not come to me asking, “What did I miss? Or Did I miss anything important?” There will be a few additional points opportunities announced in class.  This syllabus is subject to change by the instructor.
FINAL GRADES WILL BE BASED ON THE FOLLOWING SCALE:

900 & above=A, 899-800=B, 799-700=C, 699-600=D, 599 & below=F.
Late Assignments:


Good news: I will accept late work.  Bad news: Regardless of reason, late work will be given a penalty.  In other words: even if you are sick, on a college-sponsored trip, or dealing with hard times at work or home, you WILL receive a penalty if any of your work is late.  If you expect that you might be turning in any late assignments this semester, I advise you to take advantage of the additional point assignment.


Specifically, written assignments (listening report or self-analysis) turned in late will be lowered one full letter grade (10%).  

If you are absent for a quiz, you lose your opportunity to participate in the group portion of the quiz.  You can still make up a different format of the quiz, but your score may be significantly lower than if you had taken it with the class (since you will not reap the benefit of group help).   

Here’s the big one: If you do not do your speech on the day it is due, you will receive a 20% grade dock on the speech!  This is a huge penalty and could make or break your grade in this class.  Due to the nature of the class, I MUST enforce this or it will put everyone behind.  You must not waste my or any of your classmates’ valuable time with lateness on these speeches.  Period. 


I do not search you out for make-ups if you miss an assignment.  It is your responsibility to approach me and schedule an appointment.

PLEASE NOTE:

The College’s policies regarding student conduct in classes, including cheating and plagiarism, are located in the college catalogue and the schedule of courses.  You should be aware of these policies and abide by them.  Also, students with disabilities are reminded that it is your responsibility to identify yourself to the Reedley College Disabled Students Services and to your instructor(s) so reasonable accommodation for learning and evaluation within the course can be made.

Proposed Schedule
Week 1 – Intro/icebreakers – Ch 1, 2, 3 – Demonstration Speeches (5 min.)

Week 2 – Ch 4, 5, 6 – Cultural Artifact Speech (3 min.) and paper

Week 3 – Ch 7, 8, 9 – Ceremonial speech (2 min.) & interview – Midterm Exam

Week 4 – Ch 10, 11, 12 – Informative Speeches (8 min.)

Week 5 – Ch 13, 14 – Impromptu speeches – Persuasive Speeches (10 min.)

Week 6 – Persuasive Speeches – Final Exam
