Math 103 – Syllabus (Online)

                                                                         

Math 103: Intermediate Algebra (WEB)
Instructor:  Walid Tayar
Email:  walid.tayar@reedleycollege.edu

Schedule #: 78089

Phone:  638-3641, ext. 3263        Office: FEM 1A    
Phone:  I will not be checking my voicemail over summer.  Please contact me via email.
IMPORTANT DATES (MANDATORY MEETINGS):

Orientation:  Monday, June 9th 6:00pm-7:50pm @ Reedley College in room FEM 8.

Midterm:  Monday, July 7th 6:00pm-7:50pm @ Reedley College in room CCI 203.
Final:  Thursday, July 31st 6:00pm-7:50pm @ Reedley College in room FEM 8.
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course will deal with many algebraic concepts including: equations and inequalities in two variables, rational exponents and roots, quadratic functions, exponential and logarithmic functions, and conic sections.

PREREQUISITES:
Basic Skills Advisories:  Eligibility for English 126  
Subject Prerequisites:  Successful completion of Math 101 or equivalent

OUTCOMES:
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

· create a linear equation given a slope and a point or two points; graph linear equations and inequalities and use function notation to find the value of expressions.

· add, subtract, multiply, and divide radical expressions and use exponent properties and conjugate properties to simplify and solve radical expressions.

· complete the square of a quadratic equation and use the quadratic formula to solve any quadratic equation; graph quadratic equations using translations.

· solve exponential and logarithmic equations by using equivalent expressions;  use  exponential and logarithmic properties to convert between common logarithms, natural logarithms and other bases.

· expand  binomial expressions using Pascal’s triangle and the binomial coefficient formula; find the nth term of a sequence of numbers.

· graph each of the conic sections by translations; put conic equations and inequalities into the standard form.

OBJECTIVES:

In the process of completing this course, students will:
· use function notation and the properties of lines and linear inequalities.

· simplify radical expressions and perform operations on radical expressions.

· graph parabolas and solve quadratic equations.

· use the properties of exponents and logarithmic functions to change the base of a logarithm.

· generalize arithmetic and geometric sequences and find the 
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term of a binomial expansion.

· manipulate and graph equations of conic sections.

REQUIRED TEXT:  
K. Elayn Martin-Gay, Beginning & Intermediate Algebra, 3rd Edition (ISBN:  0131622269)
CALCULATOR:
You will be allowed to have a non-graphing calculator for the midterm and final.  Cell phones will not be permitted.
COMPUTER REQUIREMENTS:

· Your computer must be a PC, not a MAC
· Need to be using Windows 98, 2000, ME, NT, XP, or Vista (any of these platforms will work)
· Internet Explorer 5.5 or newer.  The program for the course will not support Netscape.
· 64 MB RAM memory or more
· Resolution of 1024 x 768 or higher
· Internet Connection:  Cable/DSL, T1 or other high-speed connection.  You can use dial-up with a minimum of a 56K modem, but this will greatly limit the material and resources you can access online for the course.

HOMEWORK:

Homework assignments are completed online and the assignments can be found at the Course Compass website.  You may work ahead if you like; all homework for the entire course is made available to the student at the beginning of the semester.  All homework for each chapter will be due the same day as the online chapter test deadline.  It is important to stay current to be successful in the course!!  You will set your own pace.  You should try to complete all homework from each chapter before attempting the chapter test.  The two lowest homework scores will be dropped at the end of the summer session to allow for any emergencies. Online homework will account for 10% of your grade.

NOTE:  
When working on homework, you do not have to complete an entire assignment during one session.  If you need to stop while in the middle of an assignment, simply hit the Submit icon and the program will save your work.  You can then come back to the assignment and continue from where you left off at another time.   
WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS:  
There will be written assignments for the semester and will be posted on the Course Compass website.  The written assignments are basically a chapter review for each chapter covered in the course and will be a good way to prepare for each test.  These assignments will be due on the day of the Final (see important dates sheet).  All problems are to be written out and all work shown in order to receive full credit for these assignments.  The written assignments will account for 10% of your grade. The assignments must be hand-delivered to me on the day of the Final stapled together in order.
ONLINE TESTS:  
There will be six (6) online tests given, one for each chapter of material covered in the course.  Tests will be available from the beginning of the course and deadlines will be posted on the important dates sheet.  After the deadline the test will no longer be available. Online Tests will account for 30% of your grade.  I will drop your lowest online test in case of any mistakes or emergencies.  Make sure not to mistake the online chapter test for the sample test.  This will not allow you a retake, so be careful.
NOTE:  
Once you begin the exam you will have 90 minutes to complete it.  After the 90 minutes have expired the exam will no longer be available to you.  It is not possible to stop the exam and return to it later!  
MIDTERM EXAM:
There will be one Midterm Exam which will be given at the Reedley College Campus and will cover chapters 8, 9 and 10.  Students will need to present a valid picture I.D. in order to take the exam.  The exam will be proctored by an instructor other than myself.  You will be required to show all of your work for each problem in order to receive full credit.  Two hours will be allowed to take the Midterm Exam.  The Midterm Exam will account for 25% of your overall grade. 
No one will be allowed to take the midterm or final after the scheduled dates for any reason. 

Midterm:   Monday, July 7th, 2008 @ 6:00 p.m. at Reedley College in Room CCI 203.

FINAL EXAM:  
A two hour comprehensive final exam will be given at the end of the semester during finals week on the Reedley College campus.  This final exam will account for 25% of your grade and is scheduled for July 31st, 2008 @ 6:00 p.m. at Reedley College in room FEM 8.
GRADING:  
Weight of course components:                  

Grade in the course:

	HOMEWORK
	10%

	 WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS
	10%

	ONLINE EXAMS
	30%

	ONCAMPUS MIDTERM
	25%

	FINAL EXAM 
	25%

	100 – 89.5%
	A

	 89.4 – 79.5%
	B

	79.4 – 69.5%
	C

	69.5 – 59.5%
	D

	< 59.5% 
	F




   89 - 100


     A

IMPORTANT DATES:  

June 9 (M) Start of 8-Week Summer session

July 4 (F) Independence Day (no classes held, campus closed)

August 1 (F) End of 6-Week and 8-Week Summer session
Tips for success: Observe course deadlines, pace yourself, do not procrastinate, be organized and self-motivated, and stay current on all assignments.
( Accommodations for students with disabilities:

· If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic test, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.  Last minute arrangements will not be tolerated.

I reserve the right to make slight adjustments to this syllabus.
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