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Reedley College

English 252: Writing Improvement

Course # 252-77028

Summer Term: May 27-June 19

Room:  CCI 207

You are responsible for all the information contained in this syllabus. Please be sure to bring it with you to all class meetings this semester.

Instructor: Kristin FitzPatrick

E-mail: fitzkris17@csufresno.edu

Office hours: after class/by appointment

English 252: Writing Improvement: Practice in English sentences, paragraphs, and short papers; including work with spelling, vocabulary, punctuation, usage, and sentence structure skills needed by writers. Emphasis on the communication of the writer’s ideas.

English 252 is a CR/NC (Pass/No Pass) course designed to prepare students for college-level writing courses. Students will receive practice in writing clear, complete, and appropriate sentences; strong, effective paragraphs; and short papers that demonstrate control of the main idea and the ability to develop, write, revise and edit papers. The emphasis will be on how to communicate ideas effectively in writing. English 252 is the preparatory course for English 125. 

Required Materials:

-Albom, Mitch. Tuesdays With Morrie. New York: Broadway Books.
-Langan, John and Paul. Sentence Skills with Readings, 3rd Edition. Boston: McGraw-Hill.

-notebook and pen or pencil

-flash drive, floppy disk, writeable CD, or other portable electronic file storage device

-folder or other container for written work

**Please bring all of these materials and all class work to each class meeting
COURSE OUTCOMES:

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

A. Write complete sentences, avoiding or correcting major sentence errors and punctuating correctly.

B. Use the conventions of English writing; including capitalization, indenting, spelling, hyphenating, etc.

C. Write clear, varied, appropriate sentences.

D. Use verbs correctly in present, past future, and present perfect tenses and use the correct forms of common irregular verbs.

E. Combine sentences using coordination, subordination, and phrase structures.

F. Write short papers (approx 500 words) that demonstrate rhetorical control of the main idea, utilizing the writing process in 
developing, writing, revising, and editing those papers.

G. Complete an in-class writing exam with minimal errors.

H. Divide the writer’s text into paragraphs.

I. Use appropriate word skills, including spelling and vocabulary, affixes common in English, contractions, etc.

J. Recognize usage and dialect levels:  standard, community or neighborhood, slang.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
In the process of completing this course, students will:

A. Learn all aspects of the writing process; including exploring topics, expressing the writer’s main idea, using appropriate details to support main ideas, selecting orders, and writing and revising papers.

B. Develop several short papers, both in and outside class.

C. Expand basic sentence structure with appropriate modification.

D.     Develop an understanding of basic writing conventions including, sentence 

structure, parts of sentences, usage, spelling, vocabulary, etc.

Writing Assignments:

Two paragraphs: The final grade for each paragraph will be determined in part by completion of the following steps: in-class pre-writing: in-class first draft; out-of-class second draft; peer review; out-of-class third draft with substantial revisions. For each assignment, the final draft must be submitted with all of the steps.

Two essays:  The final grade for each essay will be determined in part by completion of the following steps: in-class pre-writing: in-class first draft; out-of-class second draft; peer review; out-of-class third draft with substantial revisions. For each assignment, the final draft must be submitted with all of the steps.

Paragraph #1: Describe a person or place

Paragraph #2: Narrate an event

Essay #1: Cause-and-Effect essay

Essay #2: Compare and Contrast essay

Details will be given in advance of due dates.

Class policies and Procedures

ATTENDANCE:

Students who do not attend the first class meeting will be dropped unless they have contacted me before the first class with an acceptable reason for why they must miss the first day. Students who add or choose to drop the class are responsible for completing the process through Web Advisor.

In accordance with district policy, students who miss more than two classes in the first two weeks of the course will be dropped from the class.

Please note that although class attendance is not factored into your grade, excessive absences will indirectly affect your grade through missed or late writing assignments, missed quizzes, lack of participation (if you’re not in class, you cannot receive points for participation), and incorrectly done assignments as a result of missing relevant instructions and activities. 

If you are more than 10 minutes late, I will mark you as tardy. Two tardies equal one absence. Leaving early equals one half of one absence. 

QUIZZES AND HOMEWORK: Quizzes may be unannounced; neither quizzes nor homework can be made up. There will be no exceptions to this rule. 

PARTICIPATION: It is important to learn from all members of the class. Please be prepared to interact in pairs and groups with other students in the class. You can only be an active, prepared participant if you attend class regularly and on time, contribute in a meaningful, useful way to discussions and peer review, and do the assigned work both in and out of class. Peer reviews are a crucial part of participaton.

SUBMITTING PAPERS AND REVISIONS: All drafts of all assigned papers (paragraphs and essays) must be typed in Times New Roman font, 12-point size, and double-spaced in black ink on white 8.5 x 11-inch paper. In the upper left hand corner, write your name, English 252, my name (Kristin FitzPatrick), assignment name (Paragraph #1, for example), draft number, and due date. Title your paper and center it above the body of the paper. Submit all drafts, last to first, with each assignment. 

PEER REVIEWS: You will receive instruction on how to do peer reviews on written assignments. Please note that peer reviews affect your grade in two ways: 1) participation and 2) the written paper.

LATE WORK: All assignments are due at the beginning of in class (1:00 p.m.). Late papers will drop one letter grade for each class day they are late. I do not accept assignments via e-mail or any other way except in printed form in the classroom at the beginning of class.

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY: Any student caught cheating, copying, or plagiarizing others’ work will be dropped from the course. If you are in any doubt as to what plagiarism is, check with me. Do not ask anyone other than me, a Writing Center tutor, or a peer reviewer in our class for any help with any paper. 

Students with disabilities:

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please talk to me as soon as possible. Contact Disabled Student Programs and Services (DSP&S) at (559) 638-0332 or visit their website for more information: http://www.reedleycollege.edu/services/dsp/LD.htm.

Classroom Policies

· Absolutely NO use of cell phone, pager, iPod, or other electronic devices is allowed. Please turn your phone off and store it and other electronic devices before entering the classroom. Anyone using a cellular phone or other electronic device in any way (even just to read a text message or check the time) will lose participation points for the week and will be asked to leave the room. 

· No food or beverages are allowed in the classroom. We will take at least two breaks during the class period. 
· Laptop use in the classroom: There should not be any need for student use of computers in the classroom except during specific activities when all students in the room are using assigned laptops. Using computers for purposes outside of the day’s class activity or assignment will result in a loss of classroom computer privileges and the day’s participation points. 

· Other ways to lose a week's worth of participation points include missing class, sleeping, eating, reading, doing non-English 252 work, interrupting, or appearing unprepared. 

· Courtesy: Please refrain from asking questions or making comments that may be offensive to others. All criticism must be constructive and considerate of the writer’s purpose.

· Raise your hand when you would like to participate in in-class discussions. Give your full attention to others while they are speaking. 
· You are responsible for following up on any messages sent to or left for me.

Some Important Points:

Please contact me by e-mail (fitzkris17@csufresno.edu) if you have any problems or questions regarding this course. Please write English 252 in the subject line.

Effort: You will get out of the class as much as you put in. My job is to help you become better writers and to prepare you for writing assignments in other courses. I will reserve portions of class time for individual conferences about your essays and I am available to help you after class.

Important dates:

Last day to drop and qualify for a refund

Wednesday, May 28

Last day to add and to drop without a ‘W’
Thursday, May 29

Last day to drop and receive a ‘W’


Thursday, June 4

Final Exam (Essay)




Thursday, June 19

*Please double-check these dates with Admissions and Records

GRADING:

-participation, quizzes, and homework





30%

-paragraph #1 (includes pre-writing, a minimum of two drafts, and peer review):
10%

-paragraph #2 (includes pre-writing, a minimum of two drafts, and peer review):
10%

-essay #1









20%

-essay #2









30%

You must receive 70 out of 100 points (70%) to pass this course.

Course Schedule:

*These dates and other details are subject to change

Week One

TU 5/27: Introduction to the course, Sentence Structure, Parts of sentences

-In-class pre-write for Paragraph #1

W 5/28: Parts of sentences continued, Usage, Spelling. 


Read before class: Langan book: pages 1-25


Work due at beginning of class: reading response


In-class rough draft of Paragraph #1

TH 5/29: Spelling continued, Writing conventions, Introduction to the writing process


Read before class: Langan book: pages 26-39


Work due at beginning of class: second draft of Paragraph #1, reading response


In-class peer review of paragraph #1

Week Two

M 6/2: Sentence skills


Read before class: Langan book: pages of Part Two that aid your target skills


Work due at beginning of class: third draft of Paragraph #1, Part Two exercises


In-class prewrite for Paragraph #2

TU 6/3: Sentence skills continued


Read before class: Langan book: pages of Part Two that aid your target skills




     Albom book: pages 1-25


Work due at beginning of class: more Part Two exercises

In-class draft of Paragraph #2, Quiz on Albom book

W 6/4: Peer review, Question and Answer/individual conferences


Read before class: Langan book: pages 




      Albom book: 26-61


Work due at beginning of class:  Second draft of Paragraph #2






     Essay #1 topic ideas due

     Albom reading response

TH 6/5: Blackboard class instead of class meeting: Developing Essay #1

Read before class: Albom book: pages 62-121


Work due at beginning of class: post Essay #1 outlines, comments and questions

Week Three

M 6/9: Essay #1 development


Read before class: Albom book: pages 122-159


Work due at beginning of class: Albom response


In-class draft of Essay #1

TU 6/10: Essay #1 continued


Read before class: Albom book: pages 160-180


Work due at beginning of class: second draft of Essay #1 


Peer review of Essay #1

W 6/11: Essay #1 continued


Read before class: Albom book: pages 180-199


Work due at beginning of class: third draft of Essay #1, Essay #2 topic ideas

TH 6/12: Grammar and Mechanics Review


Read before class: Langan book: TBD


Work due at beginning of class: TBD

Week Four

M 6/16: Essay #2


Read before class: Langan book: pages TBD


Work due at beginning of class: Essay #2 outline

In-class prewrite for Essay #2

TU 6/17: Essay #2


Read before class: Langan book: pages TBD


Work due at beginning of class: TBD


In-class draft of Essay #2

W 6/18: Peer review, Q&A/indiv. conferences


Read before class: Langan book: pages TBD


Work due at beginning of class: second draft of Essay #2 

In-class peer review and individual conferences

TH 6/19: Turn in final draft of Essay #2, Share best writing with the class


Read before class: Langan book: pages TBD


Work due at beginning of class: final draft of Essay #2

