English 1A Reading and Composition

Summer 2008 Section # 70457

Instructor:
Rebecca Snyder-Ray

Times and Locations:
Wednesday BUS 41 10:00AM - 02:00PM


Thursday and Friday FEM 1 10:00AM - 02:00PM

Contact Information:
Email: rebeccasnyder@scccd.org
Course Description: 

Reading, analyzing, and composing college-level prose, with emphasis on the expository: studying writing as a process; exploring different composing structures and strategies; editing and revising one’s own writing; conducting research (gathering, organizing, evaluating, integrating, and documenting information,) culminating in a term research paper. Subject Prerequisites: English 125 and 126 or placement by college assessment process. (A, CSU-GE, UC, I)
Required Texts and Supplies:

Motives for Writing, fifth edition, by: Robert Keith Miller

Brief Handbook for Writers third edition, by: James F. Howell and Dean Memering

A 3-ring binder for your grammar notes (small, cheap, paper binder is ideal)

College Dictionary

Course Requirements:  

Attendance and Participation: Class participation and discussion is vital. There are no excused absences. If you are absent or tardy, it is your responsibility to find out what you have missed. I expect you to come to class prepared and ready to participate in discussion.  Your participation in class is not only what makes this class fun, but it is essential to your critical thinking experience.  

Blackboard: You will be required to submit work to Blackboard out of class.  Know your user ID and password. 

Essays: (Assignment) I will accept files in the following formats: Word documents (*.doc) or rich text format (*.rtf). If you are using Windows Vista, you will need to submit your papers in rich text format (*.rtf).

Reading Responses: (Assignment) You will be asked to do a formal reading response to one of the readings at least every week.  Suggested topics will be posted.  Specific instructions will be reviewed in class.

Notes/Discussions: (Discussion Board) You will be asked to post your informal reading and discussion notes at least every week.  You will also need to review other student’s notes and respond to at least two posts. Specific instructions will be reviewed in class.

Revision: If you have received an essay grade you are not happy with, you may, notify me within two class meetings of receiving the grade and we will work out a revision plan.  You will then have a week to complete the revision. You will then submit the essay to Blackboard with a typewritten version of the revision plan.  You cannot revise the final essay.  
Grammar Book: You need to have a 3-ring binder that will house your grammar book.  As we work on various grammar and MLA format exercises, you will be given a handout that you will use to take notes (from the book and from the lecture) and provide examples.  The handouts should be kept in order in the grammar book.  The book will be collected periodically for grading, so bring it to class every day.  
Lifelines:  You will have 1 “lifeline” you may use during the semester to hand in a late essay (except the final essay). You must hand in the assignment within two class meetings of the original due date.

Grading:

	Primary Criteria: 

	Essays
	200 points 

	Reading Responses
	20 points 

	Notes (Discussion Board)
	5 points 

	Grammar Book Pages
	5 points each, unless otherwise announced

	Misc Assignments
	As announced


	Scale

	
A
	90%

	B
	80%

	C
	70%

	D
	60%

	F
	50%


Note: Evaluation of your work will encompass attention to content (what you say), style (how you say it), and mechanics (grammar and MLA documentation where research is involved).  

Additional Information:

It is the student’s responsibility to officially withdraw from the course.  Failure to do so may result in an F as the final semester grade.  I reserve the right to drop a student from the course at various points throughout the semester.

Remember to turn off your cell phones and pagers.

Please refrain from making derogatory/hurtful comments in class.  Controversial topics often create arguments.  Please be open to negotiating our differences.  Disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated—anyone who engages in such behavior will be dropped.

Keep all your work until the end of the semester.

Plagiarism:  Intentional use of another’s work or failure to give proper credit to your sources will result in the paper receiving a ‘0’ and a lower, if not failing, final semester grade.  The incident will also be reported to the college and the college may impose more severe consequences.
Important Dates

June 23, 2008
Monday
Start of 6-week session

July 4, 2008
Friday
Independence Day NO CLASS

August 1, 2008
Friday
End of 6, 8, and 10-week sessions 

English 1A Reading and Composition

Summer 2008 Section # 70457
Schedule:  

All reading assignments are from Motives for Writing, unless otherwise noted.  Page numbers refer to the page on which the reading assignment begins.  Schedule will be updated.

	Unit 1: Writing to Understand Experience
	6/25
	W
	Orientation, Introductions, Writing Sample and Assigning Essay 1

	
	6/26
	Th
	In-Class: 
The Writing Process


MLA Format Introduction


Reading Responses Explained

	
	6/27
	F
	Reading Due: 
“Levi’s” by Shiel 55


“Grub” by Sanders 60

Homework Due: 
Reading Response

In-Class: 
Discuss reading


Purpose and audience


Showing vs. telling


Grammar

	
	7/2
	W
	Reading Due: 
“Life with Father” by Njeri 71


“Lavender” by Aciman 87

Homework Due: 
Reading Response

In-Class: 
Discuss reading


Dialogue


Grammar

	
	7/3
	Th
	Reading Due: 
“Technology Makes Me Mad” by Volk 577


“Relationship Reruns” by Chupack 593

Homework Due: 
Reading Response

Essay Due:
Essay 1 First Draft (for group workshop)

In-Class: 
Workshop


Discuss reading


Grammar


Assign Essay 2

	
	7/4
	F
	NO CLASS

	Unit 2: Writing to Inform and Evaluate
	7/9
	W
	Essay Due:
Essay 1




	
	7/10
	Th
	

	
	7/11
	F
	

	
	7/16
	W
	

	
	7/17
	Th
	Essay Due:
Essay 2 First Draft (for group workshop)



	
	7/18
	F
	Essay Due:
Essay 2

	Unit 3: Writing to Analyze
	7/23
	W
	

	
	7/24
	Th
	

	
	7/25
	F
	

	
	7/30
	W
	

	
	7/31
	Th
	Essay Due:
Essay 3 First Draft (for group workshop)



	
	8/1
	F
	Essay Due:
Essay 3


Revisions of essays


