English 1A

Reading and Composition

Summer 2008
Instructor: Susan McLenithan

Class Time: M T W Th 6:00-8:05
Sanger High School Campus 
Instructor’s e-mail: smclenithan@hotmail.com
Phone: (559) 930-3223 
Required Texts: 
Reading Rhetorically: A Reader for Writers 2nd edition, Editors: John C. Bean, Virginia A. Chappell, and Alice M. Gillam 
Brief Handbook for Writers third edition, by: James F. Howell and Dean Memering
College Dictionary
Notebook for Keeping Papers

Course Description:

Discovering the writer within is the main objective of this course. Richard Fulkerson writes that “good writing is good thinking.” This course is designed to cultivate critical thinking skills through reading, writing, and analyzing rhetorical compositions at the college level. Emphasis will be placed on exposition: studying writing as a process, exploring different composing structures and strategies, editing and revising, conducting research, and learning to critique peer writing.
Writing is not just a demonstration of one’s ability to write. Writing is a tool, a strategy for generating ideas, for analyzing information, for inventing responses, critiquing your own thoughts, or creating a record of your thinking. In this class writing will serve many purposes. Consequently, you will be asked to write for many different reasons; thus, your writing will not simply be a reflection of your competence, it will be a representation of your engagement in the class.

Reading and writing are very similar meaning making performances. Class discussions about the reading will enhance your ability to write responses to what you read. From the reading assignments you will learn to model your approach to writing and develop a better understanding about form, rhetorical framework, and the use of evidence in writing. I will expect that when you read an assignment, you will have read the text actively, making notes in the margins and/or highlighting the main points. 

Reading responses and/or double-entry journals are intended to get you thinking critically about the text and to help you think about how the writing functions in the text. In these responses I will be looking for your ability to make connections between the writing and your experiences, and I will be looking for an analysis of the reading: what is important about this topic? What did the writer get wrong? How did the writer use evidence to make a point? What is the main issue? Double-entry journals will be required for most reading assignments.
Course Requirements:

Attendance is highly important. This course is only eight weeks long and if you fall behind in the daily assignments you cannot make them up. You will be required to do daily writing assignments. Homework will consist of double-entry journals from the assigned reading. Home work assignments can be turned in on Blackboard and the grades will be recorded so that you can maintain a record of your score or participation grade in the class. You will be expected to come to class prepared to discuss the homework assignment. Three essays will be assigned and make up 60% of your grade. One essay can be rewritten if you receive a grade of 70% or below.
Attendance:

Tardiness is not acceptable. If you are late three days it will equal one full day of absence. Four days of absence will lower your grade in the class one full letter grade. If you will be absent due to a prolonged illness, please let me know and arrangements can be made to get class assignments to you.
Grading:

The three essays assigned will be given letter grades. Short writing assignments done in class will be graded on a point system of 1-10 points. These points, along with your homework points, will accumulate and make up your class participation grade. You will be given a writing prompt for each essay along with an example of how each essay will be graded. Please feel free to ask about your standing in the class at any point during the nine weeks. Keep all papers since they are important and I am not infallible.

Essay #1: Cultural Ethnography 





 (20%)

3-5 page essay

Essay #2: Analytical Critique Paper





 (20%)

3-5 page essay

Essay #3: Academic Argument/Analysis Research Paper  


 (30%)
5-7 page essay

Final: Consisting of short answer questions and a timed essay.

 (20%)
3-5 page essay

Class Participation:






            (10%)

Total








         (100%)

90-100 % =   A

80-89 %   =   B

70-79 %   =   C

60-69%    =   D

0-59 %     =   F

An essay paper that is technically correct and meets the criteria established for the assignment will receive a passing grade. If the paper demonstrates competent, college level work, is coherent and demonstrates a knowledge of the subject, if the writer uses fluent dialogue within the academic conversation, if the paper is interesting, well-thought out and creative, and if the paper is free from mechanical errors, it will receive an A grade. Using spell-check on your computer is a must. Examples of A work will be available. If you have any questions or problems, please feel free to e-mail me at any time. I will be available for appointments. Call or write to schedule an appointment at any time during the eight week course.
Workshop Groups:

Knowing your audience is important in order to reach and hold the attention and sympathies of readers. All of you will be assigned to a peer group of three to five students. This will be your “test group,” and each member of the group will be required to give written and oral critique of each paper. Criticism is more than simply saying, “I like this paper,” or “I don’t like this paper.” The most important aim of the peer review is to get the writer to understand how it is that their paper needs to be revised, and to determine strategies for that revision. Questions are a good way to begin this process; questions about parts that are not clear, questions about the writer’s process and what aspect of the process he/she might find difficult, questions about the writer’s intent and questions about the rhetorical strategies the writer used. Remember that the peer workshops are a learning experience for the whole group, so it is important to treat the other members of your group with the same respect that you would want. You cannot miss a peer work shop. Final essay papers must be turned in with the rough draft and the work sheets written by the members of your group. An essay that is turned in without this material will be reduced one full grade.
Late Papers:
Papers are due at the beginning of class. Late papers will not be accepted. One essay paper can be revised for a higher grade and must be turned in on or before the last day of class. 

Cheating and Plagiarism:
"Cheating is the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one's grade or obtaining course credit; such acts also include assisting another student to do so. Typically, such acts occur in relation to examinations. However, it is the intent of this definition that the term 'cheating' not be limited to examination situations only, but that it include any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means. Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating which consists of the misuse of the published and/or unpublished works of others by misrepresenting the material (i.e., their intellectual property) so used as one's own work." Penalties for cheating and plagiarism range from a 0 or F on a particular assignment, through an F for the course, to expulsion from the college. Bottom line: just don’t cheat! 
Disruptive Classroom Behavior: 
I am in class to teach. You should be in class to learn and contribute in meaningful ways. Any disruptive behavior is unacceptable. Disrespect toward me, or other students will not be tolerated. 
Please note: I consider cell phone usage disruptive classroom behavior, and I will not tolerate cell phone usage during class time. Cell phones should be turned off, put on vibrate or silent, and are strictly prohibited while in class.

**Note: Accommodations for students with disabilities: If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.
Class Agenda (Subject to change at anytime)
	Date
	Topic / Assignment

	June 9
	In Class:

· Introductions

· Go Over syllabus

· Diagnostic Essay

· Double-Entry Journals Explained
Homework: 
· Read Chapter 1 in Reading Rhetorically. Answer questions 1-8 on page 16. Apply the answers to the handout.

	June 10
	In Class:
· Free writing
· Rhetorical Framework

· Read and Respond Exercises

· Handout Article
Home work: 

· Read “In Case You Ever Want to Go Home Again” pg.168 in RR.  

· Write Double-entry Journal and Summary with response.    

	June 11
	In Class: 
· Free writing assignment. 
· Discuss Double-entry Journals and summaries
· Read and Respond Exercise
Homework: 
· Write DEJ and summary w/response for “Language” by Kyoko Mori. Bring hard copy to class for Read Around.

	June 12
	In Class: 
· Free writing assignment. 
· Read Around of summary and response for “Language.” 
· Handout: “Sentence Structure.” 
· Read and Respond Exercises
· Handout Prompt for Essay #1 
· Discuss

Homework: 
· Read “keeping close to home: class and education” by bell hooks. Write a DEJ and summary w/response.  

	June 16
	In Class: 
· Free writing exercise. 
· Discuss homework readings. 
· Read and Respond Exercise
· Brainstorming for Essay #1.

Homework: 
· Read “Brothers” by Peter von Ziegesar. Write a DEJ, summary and response.  

	June 17
	In Class:
· Free writing exercise.

· What It Says, What It Does Handout
· DEJ and Summary w/Analysis for Handout
Homework:
· Read “Just Off Main Street” by Elmaz Abinader.
· Write a Double-entry Journal and summary and a response.

	June 18
	In Class: 
· Free writing assignment. 
· Homework Discussion 
· Handout on paraphrasing and using quotes.
· Do sentence structure exercises
· Introduction and conclusion to auto-ethnography  
Homework: 
· Work on revision of Essay #1. Rough Draft Due Tomorrow.

	June 19

	In Class: 
· Free writing exercise. 
· Discuss Work Shop Procedure 
· Get into groups for peer review. 
· Discuss revision techniques as a class.
Homework: 
· Work on Revision of Essay #1. Read “Reflection as Knowledge” by Heidi Steenberg. Write a DEJ, summary, and response.

	June 23
	In Class: 
· Free writing exercise. 
· Read and Respond exercise.
· Discussion.

Homework:  
· Read Gloria Anzaldua’s article, “How to Tame a Wild Tongue.” Write a Double Entry Journal and Summary with response.

	June 24
	In Class: 
· Free writing exercise.
· Discuss Gloria Anzaldua article. 
· Discussion of analyzing texts.
· Group Discussion and impromptu presentation.

· Read and respond exercises.
Homework: 
· Work on Essay #1. Read Pages 86-92 in Brief Handbook for Writers. Do activity 5 and 6 on page 91.

	June 25
	In Class: 
· Free writing exercise. 
· Read and Respond Exercise.
· Group work discussions of revision techniques.
Homework: 
· Work on Essay #1. Final Draft due Tomorrow.

	June 26
	In Class: 
· Hand in Essay #1.
· Hand out Prompt for Essay #2.  
· Discussion of writing prompt.

· Brainstorming for ideas. 
· Pocahontas Articles/ Movie

Homework: 
· Write a DEJ and summary/response for Pocahontas Articles.

	June 30
	In Class: 
· Free writing exercise.
· Brainstorming for Essay #2
· Group peer review.
· Discussion. 
 Homework: 
· Read Fast Food Articles and write a DEJ and summary/response. 

	July 1
	In Class: 
· Free writing exercise. 
· Discuss homework reading
· Fast Food Film. 

· Group Discussion
Homework: 
· Read “Testing the Limits of Tolerance as Cultures Mix” by Barbara Crossette. Write a DEJ with summary/response. 

	July 2
	In Class: 
· Free writing exercise. 
· Read and Respond Exercises

· Group Discussion of Homework
· Violence in the Media Articles

Homework: 
· Essay #2 Rough Draft Due tomorrow for Work Shop.

	July 3
	In Class: 
· Discussion

· Work Shop
· Group Review 
· Handout Prompt for essay #3.

Homework: 
· Revise Essay #2. Read “‘Mommy, What Does ‘Nigger’ Mean’” by Gloria Naylor. Write a DEJ and summary/response.

	July 7
	In Class: 
· Free writing exercise. 
· Group Topic Discussion.
· Film 
· Ronald Takaki Article Handout

· Work on revision techniques.

Homework: 
· Read Ruth Rosen Article and write a triple entry journal.

	July 8
	In Class: 
· Free writing exercise.
·  Discuss revision strategies.

· Reading Exercise.
Homework: 
· Compare and Contrast short essay assignment.

	July 9
	In Class: 
· Free writing exercise. 
· Write Introduction of Essays in Class.
· Read around of essays.
· Discuss

Homework: 
· Read pages 260-273 in Brief Handbook for Writers. Complete “Activity 1” questions 1-6 on pg. 261.Work on Essay #2 Final Draft Due Tomorrow. 

	July 10
	In Class: 
· Free writing exercise.
· Turn in Essay #2

· Hand Out Prompt for Essay #3

· Practice making a Thesis
· Practice Summarizing
· Read Kate Chopin’s Story 
Homework: 
· Be prepared for quiz on persuasive arguments and how to analyze texts. Short answer questions will also pertain to readings from homework assignments.

	July 14
	In Class: 
· Free writing exercise. 
· Discuss homework.
· Quiz #1.

· More about revising essays.

· Practice making a thesis

Homework: 
· Write your thesis for research paper and turn it in for approval.

	July 15
	In Class: 
· Free writing exercise. 
· Read and Respond Exercises.
· Get into groups to argue sides of an issue 
· Handouts on MLA format

· Go over Rhetorical Framework for writing a persuasive argument 
Homework: 
·  Write a summary/response and a DEJ for “America’s Love Affair with Pizza: A Guilty Pleasure No More” by Thomas Roepsch.

	July 16
	In Class: 
· Free writing exercise.
· Read and Respond Exercises.
· Revision Exercises.

Homework: 

· June Jordan Article. Write Triple –entry Journal. Rough Draft of Essay #3 due Monday.

	July 17
	In Class:
· Free writing exercise

· Rhetorical framework discussion and exercise.

Homework:
· Work on revision of rough draft of Essay # 3. Work Shop  Papers on Monday.

	July 21

	In Class:

· Free writing exercise.

· Work Shop Essay #3
Homework:

· Work on Essay #3 revision.     

	July 22

	In Class:

· Free writing exercise

· Work Shop Essay #3 for Integration of Quotes.
· Read “I Have a Dream”
· Analyze Speech then preview film.

Homework:
· Work on revising essay #3.

	July 23
	In Class:
· Free writing exercise.

· Read MLK persuasive argument
· Analyze
Homework: 

· Work on essay revision. 

	July 24
	In Class:

· Discussion of Final

· Groups for Presentations

· In class discussion of Presentations.

Homework: 

· Work on Final Draft of Essay #3 Due on Monday.

	July 28
	In Class:

· Free writing exercise.

· Read and Respond Exercises.
· Group Discussions for final review.
Homework:

· Read pages 266-273 in Brief Handbook for Writers and complete Activity 4 in preparation for final.

	July 29 and July 30th
	In Class:

· Free writing exercise

· Review for final.
· Group Presentations

Homework:
· Study for Final. 

	Final July 31
	In Class;

· Final day of Class. Two Hour Final.


