Course Syllabus

Course: CD 33A-Early Childhood Curriculum
Instructor: Amanda Taintor


Unit Load: 3





Phone: 779-3670
Class Meets: M-Th 10:00-12:00


E-Mail: amandataintor@yahoo.com

Room:
Soc-36







Office Hours:
None: You are always welcome to contact me by email or phone if needed


Text:

· Required: Handouts to be given in class
· Recommended- Early Education Curriculum: A Child’s Connections to the World, 3rd Edition by Helda L. Jackman
· Recommended-.Developmentally Appropriate Curriculum, by Kostelnik and Soderman
Course Description:  An intense study of Early Childhood Curriculum in the areas of art, music and movement, literacy, and anti-bias

Course Objectives:  In the process of completing this course, students will:

A. Apply knowledge of developmentally appropriate activities for preschool children.

B.  Analyze stages of learning in discussed curriculum areas

C. Compare creative versus non-creative early childhood environments and importance of process over product experiences

D. Describe developmentally appropriate practices in curriculum

E. Understand accommodations needed for children with special needs.

F. Explore children’s literature and the components of pre-reading and writing skills 

Required Assignments:

Problem Solving:

Each student will be required to show understanding of the course content through the completion of three required activities. These activities will only be given during class and cannot be made up if a class session is missed. 

Skills:

1. Activity Plan:  Each student will prepare five developmentally appropriate activities for young children in EACH of the curriculum areas discussed in class (math, science, literacy/language, and literature).  Students will also turn in an Activity Plan card for each.  Each activity is worth 2 points. 

Total points possible: 40
2. Activity Presentation: Choose one activity and present the activity to the class on presentation days (see Course Outline and Schedule for exact dates). See hand-out for more information 

Total points possible:  35pt
3. Lesson Plan
: Each student will be required to develop a full week of curriculum for a preschool classroom.  A portion of the activities will be written on Activity Plan cards and performed with children of the appropriate age.  The student will then write a report on the outcome of their lesson plan and activities.  

The project is worth 50 points. 

Writing Assignments: 

1. Sensory Experience Project: This assignment will be discussed in detail in class Total points possible; 50 pts
2. Chapter Reflections
: Read assigned sections in text. Reflections may also be done on any supplementary articles given in class.  On a note card, write 3 major points discussed in the reading and your reaction to that information, you will see an example in class. Due every Monday 5 pts each 

Total points possible: 30 pts
Exams: There will be a total of 2 exams worth 35 points each (Midterm and Final).  Exams will be made up of multiple choice and short answer questions.  It is recommended that students attend class meetings in preparation for the exams.  Exams will be given during class time and no make-up exams will be given.
Class Policies and Procedures:  

1. Attendance: Students missing more then 3 class meetings will be dropped from the course.

2. Late Work: All assignments must be turned in on the due date.  Late assignments are not accepted.
3. Missed Exams:  Inform the instructor as soon as you know you will miss an exam day and arrangements will be made for you to take the test at another time.  IF you fail to inform the instructor before the exam date, it will be too late for you to make up that exam.  Do not take this lightly.  No excuses will be accepted. 
4. Last day to change a class to or from a CR/NC grading basis: ___________
5. Drop Date:________________

6. Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible. 
7. It is also your responsibility to respect the requirements and rules of this course.  You will be held accountable for all announcements made in class whether you are present or not.  You need to get the phone number of a few fellow students in order to get information in case of your absence. 
Name___________________________Phone #_______________________________

Name___________________________Phone #_______________________________

Name___________________________Phone#_______________________________
Final Grades:  Grades are determined on the basis of accumulated points from required assignments. 

Percentage
Points Range
Grade

Percentage
Points Range
Grade

90-100%
315-350
A

60-69%
210-244
D

80-89%
280-314
B

0-59%

0-209

F

70-79%
245-279
C

Point Breakdown and Tally Sheet:

Points Possible
Points Earned
Problem Solving:


Required 
Activity #1



15

         

Required Activity #2



15

         


       
Required Activity #3                          

15




Skills:


Art Activity Plan



10


Sensory Activity Plan



10


Music & Move Activity Plan


10



Anti-Bias Activity Plan


10

Dramatic Play Box



10

Lesson Plan




50


Activity Presentation



35

Writing Assignment:


Sensory Project



50


6 Chapter Reflections



30

Exams:

Midterm




40


Final





40

Attendance an Participation:



10

Total Points Possible




350
Total


Course Schedule

	Week1
	Introduction

Course Expectations

Child Development Theories

Creating Quality Curriculum

Play and Creativity
	Curriculum
	

	Week 2
	
	Art

&

Sensory

Experiences
	Bring newspapers for painting

Bring an item from home to paint with

Chapter Reflections

Activity Share Chapter 

	Week 3
	
	Lang/Lit

&

Literature
	Art Activity Plans (5)

Bring Collage Materials

Chapter Reflections

Activity Share

Mid Term

	Week 4
	
	Music

&

Movement
	Music Activity Plans (5)

Chapter Reflections

Activity Share

Sensory Project Due

	Week 5
	
	Dramatic Play
	Chapter Reflections 

Dramatic Play Activity Plans (5)

Activity Share

	Week 6
	
	Anti-Bias
	Chapter Reflections

Social Studies/Anti-Bias Activity plans (5) 

Activity Share

Final


Changing Syllabus Statement: This course syllabus is equivalent to a contract between the instructor and the student.  However, the information in this syllabus is subject to change at any time during the term.  All changes will be stated in class and students are responsible for noting such changes.  In the event that you are absent on the day changes are made, it is your responsibility to find out the changes and adhere to them. 

The student’s decision to attend the class denotes acceptance of:

1. This syllabus as a contract outlying the student’s responsibilities to complete all required assignments by the due dates

2. The changing of syllabus statement

3. The expectations of this course as outlined in this syllabus

4. That final grades are determined on the basis of accumulated points from required assignments. 

If a student does not agree with the above statements, it is suggested that s/he withdraw from this course section and enroll in a section taught by another instructor.

CD 33A


Student Information

Name:











Address











City:











Major:











Working in and early Childhood Program
Which One?




Are you a parent?


If so, ages of children:





1. What do you hope to get from this class?

2. What does quality early education mean to you?

Complete the following statements:

Children learn best by

Curriculum and classroom planning are important because

Active participation of parents in early childhood programs is important because

The most important quality a teacher can have is

Play is important for young children because

�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��These activities can be the same ones that they used for the activity presentation and critique


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Make sure and spend a lot of time covering exactly what you want, use larger cards 4x6 note card


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��The first activity is a curriculum web- The class will be divded into groups and each group will be required to develop a curriculum web related to a theme.  Each student will participate.  The theme chosen will be used to develop their plan of possibilities later on in the class session





