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Speech 25 ONLINE: Argumentation
Spring 2008

Contact Information:

Instructor: Adam Perry, M.A.
Course #: 53062
Office #: Speech Arts 27 at Fresno State

Office hours: In person at Fresno State TBA and online in Blackboard TBA

Phone #: 278-8429 (Beginning January 15, 2008)                  

Email: alperry@csufresno.edu

Note: I plan to respond to your emailed questions within 48 hours.  Class web address: http://www.reedleycollege.edu – then click the Blackboard (Bb) link toward the bottom.

Required Textbook: 

Sylvan Barnet & Hugo Bedau. Current Issues and Enduring Questions: A Guide to Critical Thinking and Argument, with Readings. (8th edition) Boston: Bedford St. Martin’s, Inc., 2008. 

You may purchase this book at the bookstore on the Reedley College campus.  However, if that is not convenient for you, you will likely find it on various book-selling websites.  Purchase it as soon as possible, or you will fall behind in class rapidly.

Recommended Reading:

If you are unfamiliar with the Blackboard system that is used to manage this online class or if you find you do not know how to use a particular tool, please read this web reference.  You will find a link to it under the Blackboard helpdesk link when you login: http://library.blackboard.com/docs/r6/6_1/student/bbls_r6_1_student/.

Course Advisory:

It is recommended that you be eligible to take English 1A (already completed English 125) at the time you take this course.  This course involves substantial reading and writing and requires research and organization skills that may be a challenge for you if you are not eligible for college-level English.

Course Outcomes: 

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:
· Identify the elements of an argument--including identifying and clearly stating a claim and generating support for that claim.  

· Identify common argumentative fallacies and structure arguments based upon sound inductive and deductive reasoning.

· Generate reasoned arguments to support controversial claims about contemporary social issues that are responsive to audience communities and alternative viewpoints.  

· Evaluate arguments in terms of their ethical and effective contributions to deliberative communities.  

· Present arguments in clear, concise, effective oral and written presentations.

· Understand the relationship between language and logic.  

· Distinguish matters of fact from issues of judgment or opinion.

· Identifying and providing examples of the role of critical thinking in society. 
A Note on My Teaching Style: 

In an online class, I expect students to assume total responsibility for informing themselves on announcements, lessons, and assignments.  It is also your responsibility to monitor your progress in this class.  I do not email students individually to inform them of their grades or hound them to turn in late work — I expect that they are checking their grades and assignments that are due themselves.  It is a good idea to keep all graded assignments that I send back to you as proof of your status, at least until you receive your final grade at the end of the semester (that’s good advice for all of your classes).

Assignments:

(For more details on these assignments, see Assignment Details packet.  For due dates, see the Proposed Schedule on the last page of this document.)


A. Quizzes (50 points each for a total of 350 points) 

You will take six quizzes containing some mix of short answer and multiple choice questions at various points in the semester.  These will be open-resources quizzes (you may use the book/notes/Blackboard lesson material) that will require you to think beyond traditional memorization of facts.  

Quiz #1   
Chapter 1-2 lecture/discussion/handout material


50

Quiz #2
Chapters 3-4 plus lecture/discussion/handout material

50

Quiz #3
Chapters 5 plus lecture/discussion/handout material


50

Quiz #4
Chapters 6-7 plus lecture/discussion/handout material

50

Quiz #5
Chapter 8-9 plus lecture/discussion/handout material

50

Quiz #6
Chapters 10-11 plus lecture/discussion/handout material

50

Quiz #7
Chapters 12-14 plus lecture/discussion/handout material

50











Quiz total 350 

B. Papers

1.  Opening Argumentation Project (100 points) 

When you come to the orientation meeting during week 2 or 3, you will come with an editorial, opinion piece or another example of a clear argument that you support.  These articles can come from newspapers, journals, on-line web sources, etc.  I urge you however, that a solid argument begins with a credible source.  When you come with your argument piece, be prepared to share where the argument appeared and who wrote the piece.  On this day, you will talk about article and argument with your classmates.  Don’t panic, this will not be an official “speech,” but more of an informal discussion involving question and answer.  Somewhere in the first half of the semester, you will write a 2-3 page double spaced paper explaining: (1) what the major claims are and why the argument is significant and important; (2) how the author/source support their claims; (3) the way in which the authors use emotions in their appeals; and (4) how it felt sharing this information with others in the class and how you look at the argument now.   

2.  Argumentation Journal (160 points) 

During the course of the semester, you will be required to submit 6 journal entries.  At times these will be exercises from the text, supplemental reading provided by the instructor or an analysis of a contemporary or historical argument.  The assignments will be given more detail well in advance of the due date and will be updated on Blackboard.  These journal entries will give you an opportunity to evaluate the reasoning and support of arguments both within and outside the context of class. You MUST cite at least one quote from the book in each entry to supplement your writing (including the page number) – relate the quote to your interpersonal experience.  There will be a total of six (6) different entries due at various times during the semester. You will need to turn these entries in to me via the digital drop box in Blackboard.  Each entry should be at least one complete page in length.

3.  Argumentation Film Paper (125 points) 

This is a 5-6 page double-spaced, typed research paper analyzing and evaluating arguments provided in a film.  Films to select from will be provided by the instructor and posted in the announcements and course work sections. A minimum of 4 references is needed. References include books, journal articles, magazines, credible websites, etc. Topics must be approved by the instructor.  I consider this paper to be the culmination of what you will have learned throughout the semester, so I expect it to be thorough.

C. Cooperative Debate Project  (165 points) 

Working with another classmate, you and your partner will write a policy proposition and one of you will support the pro side (agree with the proposition) and the other will support the con side (disagree with the proposition). The format of the debate will be as follows:

Pro Side Constructive Speech: 5 minutes

Con Side Constructive Speech; 5 minutes

Pro Side Rebuttal: 2-3 minutes

Con Side Rebuttal: 2-3 minutes

Class Participation: 5 minutes

A typed, full sentence outline will be handed in at the time of the presentation (the second meeting day – this will occur during the second half of the semester and will be discussed more on-line and in the orientation meeting). The evaluation guidelines and more information on this assignment will be posted in the coming weeks.  It is your responsibility to know which side of the argument you are arguing.  To collaborate on this project, group chat rooms and discussion boards will be set up in Blackboard for you to use.

D. Participation  (100 points!) 

To reap the benefits of this class, “attendance” online on a regular basis as well as making it to the two on-campus meetings is essential.  You will likely need to login the class at least 5-6 days each week and spend a good amount of time in discussions, lessons, and activities. Therefore: 

· If the student misses any of the on-campus meetings, he/she will lose 20 points for each meeting in this assignment category as well as the points they would’ve earned on the cultural artifact project and/or group project. 

· On days when we meet on campus, students are expected to be on time and stay for the entire period. Attendance will be taken at the beginning of class.  Tardiness or leaving early will also make it difficult for you to gain points in this area and anything other than arriving on time and leaving when dismissed by the instructor will result in a deduction of points.

· Students are expected to participate in classroom learning activities as assigned and participate in class discussion forums.  Specifics on how often you should be posting to the discussion forum are in the Assignment Details packet. 

· Students are expected to read other students’ forum postings and class work as appropriate.   

· Rude online behavior is unacceptable.  Any student who engages in “flaming” (online name-calling, hate speech, etc.) toward the instructor or another student will find this behavior has a detrimental effect on your participation grade, as well as your right to remain in this class.  Opinions are welcome, but they must be posited appropriately. 

· Students are required to adequately complete all assigned readings, exercises, assignments, and discussions.

Grading

Argumentation Journal


160 

Argumentation Film Analysis Paper          
125  

Opening Argumentation Assignment
     
100   

Cooperative Debate Project              

165
Quizzes (6)




350
Participation 




100                                           


Total Possible Points



1000    

Grade Distribution

900-1000  A

800-899  B

700-799  C

600-699  D

    0-599  F     

IMPORTANT CLASSROOM POLICIES: AGREEING TO STAY IN THIS CLASS SIGNIFIES YOU AGREE TO THE FOLLOWING CLASS RULES. IT IS IMPORTANT YOU UNDERSTAND THESE RULES AND ASK QUESTIONS IF YOU DO NOT.  TO BE CLEAR, SAYING “I DIDN’T KNOW THE RULES”, “I DIDN’T READ THE SYLLABUS” AND/OR “THAT’S NOT FAIR” ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE EXCUSES FROM THESE POLICIES.  THESE ARE IN PLACE TO ENSURE FAIRNESS FOR ALL STUDENTS!

Late Assignments: MY LATE ASSIGNMENT POLICY IS A STRICT ONE!  I do not waste valuable time dealing with reasons or excuses for late work.  

1. Good news: I will accept late work.  
2. Bad news: Regardless of reason, late work will be given a penalty.  In other words: even if you’re computer or internet connection stops working, you are sick, on a college-sponsored trip, or dealing with hard times at work or home, you WILL receive a penalty if any of your work is late.  If you expect that you might be turning in any late assignments this semester, be aware points can and will be deducted.
3. Specifically: 
· The cultural artifact project and group presentations must be given on the day scheduled.  NO late presentations will be allowed.  Individuals missing a group presentation will receive no credit for the assignment, regardless of reason (and your team members must go on without you). There is simply no way to make it up.
· Some assignments (such as discussion forums and quizzes) will be “locked” after a certain amount of time forbidding you from posting to or accessing them.  If you do not complete the assignment in the given amount of time, there will be no other chances for you to do so, and you will miss out on these points.
· I grant a grace period of one week (with a 10% reduction in grade for the assignment) for written items such as journal entries and written papers (not the artifact project or term paper).  If these assignments are not turned in after this grace period, there will be no chance to earn these points. 
· Since most online students do their work on the weekends, most of your major assignments will be due on Monday evenings.  I will always let you know on the website specifically when your work is due.  
Drop Policy:


If you fail to post your introduction message to the discussion forum by the end of the first week of class, I will drop you from the course and add someone from the waitlist.  Additionally, if you do not access the website for more than two consecutive weeks of class within the first nine weeks without notifying me that you still desire to be in the class, I will drop you from the course.  

Reedley College’s Policies

Please Note:

The College’s policies regarding student conduct in classes, including cheating and plagiarism, are located in the college catalogue and the schedule of courses.  You should be aware of these policies and abide by them.  Also, students with disabilities are reminded that it is your responsibility to identify yourself to the Reedley College Disabled Students Services and to your instructor(s) so reasonable accommodation for learning and evaluation within the course can be made.

Extra help: 

Please feel free to visit our Tutorial Center located in the library for extra help with your papers.  The Writing Center (located in Hum 59) can also help, and the nice thing about them is that they offer online assistance – you won’t even have to go in!
PROPOSED SCHEDULE – Speech 25 ONLINE – Spring 2008

Schedule subject to change…it is your responsibility to check all announcements on Blackboard and stay up-to-date with all changes.
Please note that this schedule only shows when your major assignments are due.  Minor assignments such as posting to discussion boards, etc. are not mentioned here.

    DATE
ACTIVITY




ASSIGNMENTS DUE



Week 1
Syllabus & Course overview        Read Syllabus & Introductions
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Week 2

Unit 1 
& Orientation Meeting

Journal #1





____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Week 3

Unit 2





Quiz 1




____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Week 4

Unit 3 





Journal #2

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Week 5

Unit 4
 




Quiz 2 





____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Week 6

Unit 4 & 5




Journal #3 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Week 7

Unit 5





Artifact Paper 


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Week 8

Unit 6





Quiz 3 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Week 9

Unit 7
     (Last day to drop Friday the 7th)
Journal #4 


     
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Week 10

Unit  8





Quiz 4

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Week 11

Unit 9





Journal #5 


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Week 12

Unit 10




Quiz 5





____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Week 13

Group work




Group outline draft

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Week 14

Group presentations on campus

Group outline

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Week 15

Unit 11




Quiz #6

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Week 16

Unit 12




Journal #6 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Week 17

Unit 13




Term Paper 



____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Week 18

Term paper completion


 Quiz #7
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