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FUNDAMENTALS OF ORAL INTERPRETATION

Speech 12
Spring 2008
Instructor:  Ms. Stacie Moore

Office Hours: by appointment 

 I will be available before and after class

E-mail:  smoore@csufresno.edu
Class: Bus 40 TTH 9:30-10:45

Required Materials:
Textbook  Clella I. Jaffe (2006) Performing Literary Texts Concepts and Skills

Scan-tron 882 E (x3)

Course Description:  
Speech 12 is an introductory course in the oral interpretation of works of literary art in their intellectual, emotional, and aesthetic entirety.  Class readings include poetry, prose, and drama.  Through this class you will gain a new appreciation of literature as you learn how to share drama, fiction, nonfiction, poetry and children’s literature with an audience.  
The student can expect to develop a critical appreciation of literature, enhanced skills in the use of voice and gesture, and skill in critiquing others’ performances.

Course Advisory:

It is recommended that you be eligible to take English 1A (already completed English 125) at the time you take this course.  This course involves research and organization skills that may be a challenge for you if you are not eligible for this English level.
Course Goals & Leaning Outcomes:

· select a particular text for a particular audience in a particular situation

· analyze an aesthetic text so that you can perform it effectively

· perform selections from the genres of prose, poetry, and drama

· participate in a group performance

· use performance as a method of literary analysis

· develop critical thinking skills by evaluating your classmates’ artistic performances 

Exercises and assignments will help you achieve successful and direct communication with the audience while interpreting a work of literature by:
· becoming very familiarized with your texts so that you look up from the text about 80%+ of the time, including at the ends of thought units  

· using appropriate and clear vocal variation

· incorporating expressive facial support and good bodily validation for your interpretive choices, performing in a natural, believable manner
Assignments & Grading:
Performance #1        Storytelling



25
Performance #2        Children’s Literature (Prose)
75

Performance #3        Poetry Program


100
Performance #4        Readers’ Theatre (Drama)

200

Self-Analysis





50





Reflection Papers



(3x25)

75





Peer Evaluation





50

Exams




(3x100)
300





Outside Observation




75

Participation





50

Total






1000pts

Grades:
Final grades will be based on the following scale:
900-1000   =    A

800-899     =    B

700-799     =    C

600-699     =    D

599- 0        =    F

Performances 1-4

A detailed description of each performance will be handed out is a separate packet, and will include specifics for point distribution.

Self-analysis

Each student will turn in a 2 page typed essay analysis of her/his experience of doing the first formal performance in front of the class.  In this report, you should discuss your experience (feelings, problems, successes, unexpected occurrences) of preparing and presenting your interpretation to the class.

Reflection Papers

Following performance 2-4 you will be required to write a 2-page response paper.  In these responses you may write about what you feel you did well, what you want to work on for your next performance, and your overall feelings of the experience.  The purpose of this assignment is for you to reflect back on what you did.  Each of these reflections will be do the following class session after you have presented.

Peer performance evaluations  

    Throughout the semester, you will periodically be asked to give written and/or verbal critiques of your classmates’ performances.  This is a mandatory part of the class.  Unlike other classes you may take at the college level, this class has a hard time functioning unless all students are present to give suggestions, offer praise, and get help/advice from other classmates throughout the semester.  You are expected to attend class and be on time in order to reap these benefits yourself as well as provide help to your peers.  Missing classes (regardless of reason), especially when others are giving speeches, WILL hurt this section of your grade.

Exams
       Three exams will be given throughout the course of the semester covering class discussion and reading materials.  Each exam will be worth 100 pts and consists of multiple choice, true or false, and short answer questions.  A make-up exam will be given only if the absence is excused and negotiated prior to the exam.

Outside Observation

        At least once, attend a performance outside the classroom and write up a two page paper on what you observed and how it relates to the concepts we have discussed in class. 

Suggested Observations

· a liturgical religious service

· an author’s reading at a bookstore such as Borders, Barnes & Noble

· a university speech team competition 

· poetry readings or open mic sessions at a local coffee shop

· story time for children at a library or school

· a poetry slam

·  a storytelling session

*All written assignments in this class will be typed in Times New Roman, 12 pt font, 1 inch margins, and stapled.  Your instructor reserves the right to refuse to accept papers that do not conform to this format.  HANDWRITEN OR EMAILED ASSIGNMENTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED

Late and Missed Assignments:

1. There will be No late assignments, unless there is a documented excuse. 

2. There will be No emailed assignments

3. All work will be turned in at the beginning of class and will be stapled.  I do not accept work that is not stapled. 

4. Accommodations will be made for students with a verified medical excuse.
Attendance:  

· Attendance is important in every performance course. In-class activities and exercises require your attendance; your classmates need listeners. More then a week of unexcused absences will affect your overall participation points. Perfect attendance can boost up a borderline score.

· You cannot miss a scheduled performance. Thus, arrange schedule conflicts when the reading is assigned, rather than risk losing your entire performance grade. Don’t count on a make up performance. 

Classroom Deportment:
Each student is expected to respect the rights of the other students in the class and the instructor.  The exploration of controversial ideas is an essential component of this class. Students who do not behave in a respectful manner will be asked to drop the class. 

Please turn cell phones off before coming into class (this does not mean vibrate, it means off).  Chat with your friends and family on your own time outside of class. The use of electronic devices during class time is a huge distraction to the learning environment and is unacceptable. 

Due to the uncontrollable magnetism to sites like Facebook, Myspace, and Youtube laptops will not be allowed in this classroom.  Instead, learning will be conducted in an “old Skool” manner, with historical things such as pens, pencils, and paper, which can be used for note-taking. 

Student Rights:

So that students are fully aware of their rights and responsibilities they are encouraged to become familiar with the “Legal Notices” section of the Schedule of Courses.  Students with disabilities should identify themselves so that an appropriate accommodation can be made.  If you have a disability that may require classroom or test accommodations, please contact Disabled Students Programs and Services 

Cheating and Plagiarism: 

 “Cheating is the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one’s grade or obtaining course credit; such acts also include assisting another student to do so. Penalties for cheating and plagiarism range from a 0-F on a particular assignment, through an F for the course, to expulsion from the university. 

Advise from the Instructor
As your instructor, I am always happy to meet with you.  Please feel free to meet with me if you are confused about any of the information covered in class or in the textbook. If you have questions regarding an upcoming assignment or presentation, I recommend you contact me before the last minute.  I do not email any grades, so if you wish to discuss your grade, you must meet with me personally. I am here to help you in any way I can and my goal is for you to have a rewarding experience in Speech 12.  Nonetheless, remember it is your responsibility as the student to:
1. Ask questions when confused and seek help

2. Come see me before it is too late
3. You are responsible for your grades
4. And it is your job to read and understand this syllabus!
Oral Interpretation Daily Schedule

	Date

	Topic
	Reading
	Assignments

	1-8
	Course Introduction
	
	Read & Understand Syllabus

	1-10
	Intro to Performance
	Chapter 1
	

	1-15
	Personal Storytelling
	
	

	1-17
	Personal Storytelling
	
	

	1-22
	Performers & Audiences
	Chapter 2
	Self-Analysis Due

	1-24
	Selecting Literature
	Chapter 3
	Assign 2nd Performance

	1-29
	Analyzing Text 
	Chapter 4
	

	1-31
	Exam # 1
	Ch 1-4
	Scan-tron 882 E

	2-5
	Children’s Literature
	Chapter 7
	

	2-7
	Continue
	
	

	2-12
	Performance # 2 (prose)
	
	

	2-14
	Performance # 2
	
	

	2-19
	Performance # 2
	
	

	2-21
	Performance # 2
	
	

	2-26
	Performing Poetry
	Chapter 9
	Assign 3rd Performance

	2-28
	Continue
	
	

	3-4
	Preparing for Performance
	Chapter 6
	

	3-6
	Continue
	
	March 7th last day to drop class

	3-11
	Using your voice & body
	Chapter 5
	

	3-13
	Exam # 2
	Ch 7,9,5
	

	3-18
	March 17-21 Spring Break
	
	

	3-25
	Performance # 3 (poetry)
	
	

	3-27
	Performance # 3
	
	Assign 4th Performance 

	4-1
	Performance # 3
	
	

	4-3
	Performance # 3
	
	

	4-8
	Performing in Groups
	Chapter 10
	

	4-10
	Performing Drama
	Chapter 8
	

	4-15
	Continue
	
	

	4-17
	Peer Rehearsal
	
	

	4-22
	TBA
	
	Outside observations Due

	4-24
	Performance # 4 (Drama)
	
	

	4-29
	Performance # 4
	
	

	5-1
	Performance # 4
	
	

	5-6
	Performance # 4
	
	

	5-8
	Review for final
	
	

	5-13
	Final 9-10:50
	Ch 5, 8, 10
	

	


*This is a tentative schedule and is susceptible to change under extenuating circumstances. 

