Spanish 1 - 74021
Reedley College
Course Syllabus – Spring 2008

Instructor:
Philip Schafer
Telephone:
349-3709

e-mail: kuyaphil@sbcglobal.net
General Information

This course is a beginning Spanish course.  If you are a native speaker who is looking for improving your writing skills, please talk to the instructor for the possibility of enrolling in SPAN 3NS, 4NS.  This course stresses communication in a culturally authentic context.  Therefore, it is very important that students speak only Spanish in the class and make every effort in participating in class activities.  By the end of the semester, students will have acquired minimal conversation skills and Hispanic cultural awareness.

Reading assignments are intended as intensive reading, that is, you are responsible for all vocabulary and expressions in the reading assignments.  Since your progress in the target language depends much on your contact with the language, regular attendance is required. Roll will be taken at the beginning of each class and it will be part of the grade.  Tardiness is disruptive to the class.  Please arrive on time.  Four tardies will count as one absence.

The instructor will give you at least one progress report in the semester so that you can be aware of your progress in the class.  Please keep all returned exams and quizzes.  If there is a discrepancy between your records and the computer print out, you can request a change if you can prove the error. 

Last, but not least, please turn off your portable phones and beepers before entering the classroom. 

Texts and Materials

¡Arriba! Comunicación y Cultura, custom edition for Reedley College

Spanish-English Dictionary. 
Grading

1.   Chapter exams. 15%. There will be four exams during the semester.  There will be

       no make-up exams, but the lowest exam grade will be dropped.
2. Quizzes. 15%. Short, announced or unannounced quizzes will be given frequently.    There will be no make-up quizzes, but the lower quiz grade will be dropped. 

3. Homework. 10%. (Workbook and Lab Manual). The homework for a particular chapter in ¡Arriba! should be turned in the same day that chapter is tested. One letter grade will be deducted if work is turned in one week late (It will not be accepted later than a week after the exam) or if it is incomplete. 

4.  Midterm. 10%.

5. Compositions. 15%. Each composition should be ¾ to 1 page long, typed and saved on a computer disk for corrections after it has been graded. If the composition is turned after the deadline, the grade will be lowered one letter grade.

6. Oral report. 10%.  Students should present a 5-minute show-and-tell type oral report about a picture(s), object, painting(s), etc, of their choice. The report should not be read.  However, students can use notes to present their report.  The report will be evaluated on: a) Presented on time or late, b) Presented and not read, c) Organization and timing, d) Audio-visual materials used in the presentation 

7. Attendance: 10%.  There are 34 classes on the semester. For all purposes, 10% of this will be considered 3 classes. Students will get an A if they missed 3 classes or less, a B if they missed 4-7 classes, etc. 

8. Final Exam. 15%. The final exam is comprehensive for the whole semester
Class Schedule

Date

Chapter Study


Graded activity
Jan 8

Introduction
      10

Lección 1
      15

Lección 1




      17

Lección 1




      22

Lección 1




      24

Lección 1


HWK 1                
Exam 1
      29

Lección 2


 
      31

Lección 2



Feb  5

Lección 2
7 

Lección 2


Composición 1

12         
Lección 2





14          
Lección 2


HWK 2       

Exam 2
19          
Lección 3




21          
Lección 3



26          
Lección 3


        28
Lección 3





Mar  4

Lección 3


HWK 3  

Midterm exam


        6

Lección 4




11            Lección 4




13            Lección 4



        18 - 20
SPRING RECESS
           25
Lección 4


 Composición 2

        27            Lección 4


HWK 4

Exam 3
Apr   1

Lección 5
         3
            Lección 5
         8
           
Lección 5


 
        10
Lección 5




        15
Lección 5


HWK 5

Exam 4
        17
Lección 6


 

  22
Lección 6




24
Lección 6


Composición 3
29
Lección 6
May  1

Lección 6


HWK 6
6

Review

           
8         
Review
        13-15
Finals week


Final Exam, comprehensive
II.  COURSE OUTCOMES:

(Specify the learning skills the student demonstrates through completing the course and link critical thinking skills to specific course content and objectives.)

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

A.
engage in conversation, applying “survival skill” Spanish outside of the classroom in a variety of  contexts within the limits of personal language experience.  These contexts include meeting people; describing oneself; talking about family, friends, pastimes and habits; and making plans.


B.
choose, evaluate and apply the correct usage of basic grammatical structures to express ideas, describe present events, ask simple questions, and respond, both orally and in writing, to simple questions. 

C.
read and understand specific pieces of information from authentic, graphically-represented text such as ads, short magazine or newspaper articles, and short stories.

D.
meet and get to know native speakers of Spanish through face-to-face contact, personal correspondence, the Internet, or travel.

E.
have a greater understanding and appreciation of the diversity of Hispanic cultures and the products of these cultures.
II.  COURSE OBJECTIVES:

(Specify major objectives in terms of the observable knowledge and/or skills to be attained.)
In the process of completing this course, students will:

A.
understand and interact in simple spoken Spanish within the range of vocabulary topics and structures covered in this course.

B.
recognize and employ new vocabulary and grammatical structures in order to communicate ideas, both orally and in writing, in the present tense.

C.
understand basic written texts, using contextual clues, vocabulary recognition, grammar knowledge, cognates, and inferences.              

D.
review, recall and use previously learned vocabulary and grammatical structures while continuing to augment and expand this base of knowledge.

E.
compare and contrast the target language and cultures with the language and cultures of the U.S. 

F.
demonstrate a low beginner level of proficiency in the five skills as mandated by the competency guidelines of the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL): listening comprehension, speaking, reading, writing and an understanding of the people and cultures of Spanish-speaking countries.
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