American Government
Political Science 2
Spring 2008
Section: 72549 (Thurs. 6 - 8:50 p.m.)
	Instructor: Juan F. Arzola
	Telephone: (559) 638 – 3641 

	Website: http://blackboard.reedleycollege.edu
	Email: juana@cos.edu or  
           jarzola@comcast.net                          


Course Description:
This course is designed to introduce the student to the primary structures and functions of the American and State of California governmental systems and to acquaint them with the fundamentals of political science. The emphasis of the course will be placed upon the three primary branches of both state and national governments, the functioning of the government bureaucracies, and the formulation of public policy. Additionally, students will examine the relationship of state and local institutional powers to the concept of Federalism and survey various examples of direct and indirect democracy at the state and local levels.
Student Learning Outcomes: 
Upon successful completion of the course the student will be able to:

1. Recognize the basic principles of democracy in the United States.

2. Understand the checks and balances system, recognizing how each branch of government functions in relation to the other two branches. Students will identify the key responsibilities and limitations of each branch.

3. Be familiar with the strengths and weaknesses of the American two-party system and the effects of so-called “third party” movements.

4. Be able to apply his/her knowledge of the evolution of civil rights in the United States to current events.

5. Recognize the importance of the Bill of Rights in guaranteeing civil liberties in the United States.

6. Be acquainted with the key elements of domestic and foreign policy, and relate how events can dictate our government’s priorities.

7. Appreciate the relationship between voting and the development of public policy, both in the United States and in California.

Required Text:

Barbour, Christine and Wright, Gerald C., Keeping The Republic: Power and Citizenship in American Politics (3rd Edition), (Washington D.C.: Congressional Quarterly Press) 2006. (KTR).
Method of Evaluation and Grading: 
Exams:
There will be two written exams: a mid-term and a non-cumulative final. Exams emphasis assigned readings and lecture material. There are 100 possible points on each exam. A blue book will be required for these exams.

Online Quizzes:
Quizzes will be assigned following the completion of each lecture topic. Quizzes will consist of five (5) short-answer questions. Students can earn up to a total of 25 points for each quiz. Quizzes will be based on assigned readings and lecture material. Lowest quiz score will be dropped.
Writing Assignment:
Each student is required to engage in some form of critical analysis through writing. Hence, you will be provided with two opportunities to fulfill the aforementioned requirement. More details are forthcoming.
Extra Credit:
Throughout the session there will be a number of impromptu opportunities to earn extra credit points. In addition to the aforementioned opportunities, students can meet with the instructor to discuss possible extra credit projects. There is a thirty (30) point limit that a student can earn in extra credit.

	Assignments:
	Points:
	Weighted %
	
	Point Value Range
	Awarded Grade

	Mid-term Exam
	100
	16.7
	
	540 and above
	= A

	Final Exam
	100
	16.7
	
	480 – 539 
	= B

	Writing Assignment
	100
	16.7
	
	420 – 479 
	= C

	Online Quizzes
	300
	50.0
	
	360 – 419 
	= D

	
	600
	100
	
	359 and below
	= F


Course Policy:
Class Attendance

Students are expected to attend class regularly, to be in class on time, and not leave class early. Please inform me of any situations that may affect your ability to follow this policy. 

Class Environment

It is expected that a mutual level of respect is to be afforded to your peers. The suppression of another student’s opinion WILL NOT BE TOLERATED. All students should aspire to create an atmosphere of high intellectual learning. This can only be accomplished if we come to class with forward-thinking, open-minds.

Cell Phones, MP3’s, etc.

Cell phones and MP3 players are to be turned off. Not only is a ringing cell phone annoying, it is down-right disrespectful. If it is imperative that your phone must remain on, please inform me prior to the start of class. I will then ask you to place your phone on vibrate. On the days of exams, no technological devices will be allowed to be on. Failure to follow these instructions will lead to the dismissal from my class.

Making-up Missed Quizzes and/or Exams:
I am aware that “Life happens.” Therefore, in the event that a quiz or exam is missed due to “life”, then I will allow one quiz or exam to be made up with written verification that details the extenuating circumstances that affected your ability to attend class. 

Academic Honesty:
All work for this course must be your own. Anyone guilty of academic dishonesty will fail the course and be reported to the Dean of Students.

Withdrawal from the Course: 
Under college policies, students bear the responsibility of withdrawing from a class if they choose to stop attending class. Students who fail to drop the class and stop attending will receive an "F" for the final course grade.

Statement Regarding Students with Disabilities
If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.
Important Dates
	January 18     :
	Last day to drop full-length class for refund eligibility.



	January 25     :
	Last day to drop class to avoid a “W”.

 

	March 07        :
	Last day to drop class (letter grades assigned after this date).



	May 15           :
	Final Exam at 6 – 8:50 p.m.



Course Outline:

Week One (01/10)
Introduction to the course.
*Note: Practice Online Quiz #1 available Fri. thru Sun. Practice Online Quiz #2 available Sun. thru Tues.
Week Two (01/17)

Lecture Topics: Understanding Power, Politics, Government, and Citizenship.
Read: KTR, p. 3 – 28; and 33 – 62.
*Note: Online Quiz #1 available Fri. thru Tues. covering Week Two material.

Week Three (01/24)

Lecture Topics: American Political Culture and What We Believe.
Read: KTR, p. 67 – 100.
*Note: Online Quiz #2 available Fri. thru Tues.covering Week Three material.

Week Four (01/31)
Lecture Topics: Politics of The Founding and The Constitution.

Read: KTR, p. 67 – 100.

 *Note: Online Quiz #3 available Fri. thru Tues. covering Week Four material.
Week Five (02/07)
Lecture Topics: Federalism and The U.S. Constitution.

Read: KTR, p. 105 – 141.

Week Six (02/14)
Lecture Topic: Federalism and The U.S. Constitution (cont.).


Read: KTR, p. 141 – 148.

*Note: Online Quiz #4 available Fri. thru Tues. covering Weeks FIve & Six material.

Week Seven (02/21)

Lecture Topics: American Civil Liberties.
Read: KTR, p. 153 – 202.
*Note: Online Quiz #5 available Fri. thru Tues. covering Week Seven
Week Eight (02/28)
Lecture Topics: American Civil Rights Struggles


Read: KTR, p. 207 – 262.

*Note: Online Quiz #6 available Fri. thru Tues. covering Week Seven material. Mid-Term Examination next Thurs. covering Weeks One through Eight material. Bring a blue book.
Week Nine (03/06)

NONE!!!!! MID-TERM EXAMINATION!!!!!
Week Ten (03/13)

Lecture Topics: The Congress
Read: KTR, p. 267 – 314.

*Note: Online Quiz #7 available Fri. thru Fri. covering Week Ten material.
Week Eleven (03/20)


NO CLASS! SPRING BREAK!
Week Twelve (03/27)

Lecture Topics: The Presidency

Read: KTR, p. 319 – 368.
*Note: Online Quiz #8 available Fri. thru Fri. covering Week Twelve material.
Week Thirteen (04/03)

Lecture Topics: The American Legal System and The Courts.


Read: KTR, p. 413 – 434.

Week Thirteen (04/10)

Lecture Topics: The American Legal System and The Courts.


Read: KTR, p. 413 – 434.

*Note: Online Quiz #9 available Fri. thru Fri. covering Week Thirteen material.

Week Fourteen (04/17)
Lecture Topics: Political Parties.


Read: KTR, p. 497 – 582.

*Note: Online Quiz #10 available Fri. thru Fri. covering Week Fourteen material.

Week Fifteen (04/24)
Lecture Topic: Social Welfare Policy.

Read: KTR, p. 721 – 763.
*Note: Online Quiz #11 available Fri. thru Fri. covering Week Fifteen material.
Week Sixteen (05/01)
Lecture Topic: Government and The Economy.

Read: KTR, p. 769 – 802.
*Note: Online Quiz #12 available Fri. thru Fri. covering Week Sixteen material.

Week Seventeen (05/08)

Lecture Topic: Foreign Policy and Democracy.

Read: KTR, p. 807 – 852.
*Note: Online Quiz #13 available Fri. thru Fri. covering Week Seventeen material. Final Examination next Thurs. covering Weeks Nine through Seventeen material.
Week Eighteen (05/15)

FINAL EXAMINATION 
