Music 20 Course Syllabus

Beginning Piano – Spring 2008
Instructor:  Sarah Basiletti

Cell Phone: 559-341-1390

Email: sarahbasiletti@scccd.org
I. Class Information

Schedule #52064

Meeting times: M/W 9:00 – 9:50 (Plus two lab hours per week TBA)

Room: PHS 352

Office Hours: By appointment only. 

Drop Date:  Jan. 25th, Feb. 28 for C/NC.  After this date, a grade (or W) will be given.

II.   Required Materials

Alfred's All in Once Adult Piano Course + Computer Disk

Alfred's Basic Adult Theory Piano Book

Pencil

Manuscript paper (printable for free online at http://www.blanksheetmusic.net)

3x5 index cards (pack of 100)

III.   Course Description

This class is an introduction to proper piano playing technique and basic music theory skills.

IV.  Attendance and Grading

a. Regular attendance is mandatory.  More than two absences from lecture meetings and four lab hour absences will result in a drop or a failing grade.  If a student is tardy, it is the student's responsibility to notify the instructor at the end of class so that the absence is changed to a tardy.  Three tardies will constitute one absence.  A tardy of twenty minutes or more will constitute one absence.  

b. Your grade will be determined from a combination of class participation, homework, quizzes, a midterm, a final examination, and a final recital.  Completion of all portions of the class is mandatory.  The rubric is as follows:





Participation: 20%





Homework: 10% 





Quizzes: 15% 





Midterm: 15%





Final: 20%





Recital: 20% (THURSDAY, MAY 15, 6:00pm, FORUM 1)

A = 90% and above, B = 80-89.99%, C = 70-79.99%, D = 60-69.99%, F = 59.99% and below


V.  Objectives and Outcomes



Students will develop basic knowledge of the piano keyboard, including correct posture and 
hand positioning, note names for all of the black and white keys, half steps and whole steps, and 
scale patterns.



Students will learn to interpret how basic music notation on the grand staff is applicable to 
their instrument.  This will include written notes, time signatures, key signatures, accidentals, 
dynamics, and rhythm.  Rhythms included will be sixteenth, eighth, quarter, half, and whole 
notes and rests.  



Students will demonstrate a practical understanding of music notation by reading and 
playing notes on the piano, counting out loud, and dictating simple notes and rhythms.



Students will apply their knowledge of the piano keyboard by playing five-finger patterns 

in all twelve diatonic major keys.



Students will understand and apply the process of transposition of songs to different keys.



Students will come to know the process behind preparing a piece of music for public 
performance by preparing and memorizing a piece and performing it in recital.



Classroom work will include lecture/demonstration, weekly quizzes (either written or 
performance based), and group drill at the keyboards.  Homework will include assignments 
from the theory workbook and class texts with additional assignments tailored to supplement 
and expand on the book basics.



In regards to grading, the participation grade will be based on class attendance, attitude, and 
participation.  The quiz portion of the final grade will be an average of all quiz grades except the 
two lowest, which will be dropped.  Missed quizzes will be given a 0 grade. Late homework will 
be accepted no later than a week after the original due date and will lose one full letter grade 
for being late.  Homework turned in later than one week will receive a 0 grade.  The midterm, 
final, and recital are mandatory.  If absolutely necessary you may arrange to take the midterm 
or final early.  Barring extreme circumstances, make-up tests will not be given.  Failure to 
complete any portion of the class will result in a failing grade.


VI. Accommodations for Students with Disabilities



If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media 
(i.e. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or 
section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact the instructor immediately.

Beginning Piano – Course Schedule

Spring 2008

Week 1:  1/7 – 1/11

Week 2:  1/14 – 1/18

1/18 – Refund Drop Deadline

Week 3:  1/21 – 1/25

1/21 – MLK Jr. HOLIDAY

Week 4:  1/28 – 2/1

1/25 – Last Day to Drop/Add 

Week 5:  2/4 – 2/8

2/8 – C/NC Change Deadline

Week 6:  2/11 – 2/15

2/15 – Lincoln HOLIDAY

Week 7:  2/18 – 2/22

2/18 – WashingtonHOLIDAY 

Week 8:  2/25 – 2/29

Week 9:  3/3 – 3/7

3/7 – Last Day to Withdraw

Week 10:  3/10 – 3/14

Week 11:  3/17 – 3/21

SPRING BREAK WEEK

Week 12:  3/24 – 3/28

Week 13:  3/31 – 4/4

Week 14:  4/7 – 4/11

Week 15:  4/14 – 4/18

Week 16:  4/21 – 4/25

Week 17:  4/28 – 5/2

Week 18:  5/5 – 5/9

Week 19:  5/12 – 5/16

FINALS WEEK

Intro to Course, Posture,White-Key Note Names, C Position
Book up to Page 19, C and G positions, Sharps/Flats, Scale

Exercise, Half & Whole Steps (HW–WB 2-9, 30, 45-46 DUE 1/23)
Major Scale Pattern, D and A positions

Note-Names QUIZ 1/23

Book up to page 23, Rhythm and Meter/Bar-lines

(HW – WB 10-11, 17, and 22 DUE 2/4)

CHECK C,G,D, and A Scale Exercise THIS WEEK

Rhythm and Meter QUIZ 2/6

Introduce F, Bb, Eb, Ab, Circle of Fifths, Key Signatures

(HW – Key Signature Cards, DUE 2/22)

Book up to page 30, Start working on "Jingle Bells" in C, G, D, A. 

(HW–WB 12-15, 29, 41-43 DUE 2/25) Circle of Fifths QUIZ 2/20
Intervals – Learn "Prelude on Middle C" pg. 38 WB

(HW Intervals Sheet DUE 3/10)

CHECK F, Bb, Eb, Ab Scale Exercise THIS WEEK

CHECK "Jingle Bells" in C, G, D, A THIS WEEK

Introduce E, B, F# and C#, Assign Recital Pieces???

MIDTERM EXAM 3/12

HAPPY SPRING BREAK!!!

Review F, Bb, Eb, Ab, E, B, F#, C#

Begin "Jingle Bells" in F, Bb, Eb, Ab

Transposing on paper

(HW Transposition Assignment DUE 4/7)

CHECK E, B, F#, C# Scale Exercise THIS WEEK

Begin "Jingle Bells" in E, B, F#, C#

CHECK "Jingle Bells" in F Bb, Eb, Ab THIS WEEK

Chords and Inversions (HW WB 47-48, 53/Inv.Pkt DUE 4/21

Chords in a Key – I,IV, V7, I – Begin "Brother John" All Keys

(HW WB 21, 24-27, 34-37, 49-52, 55-57 DUE 5/5)

CHECK "Jingle Bells" in E, B, F#, C#

Review for Final (Cumulative, but end-weighted)

FINAL CHECK "Brother John" in all 12 Keys THIS WEEK

FINAL REVIEW

FINAL EXAM MONDAY, MAY 12 9:00am

RECITAL THURSDAY, MAY 15 6:00pm

