Reedley College
Math 103 Intermediate Algebra (Section: 55130)
Spring Semester 2008
Instructor:  Mr. Scott Moar
Class Time:
Class Room:

 MTW
8:00am – 8:50
 CCI 202


 Th
8:00am – 8:50
 CCI 203


 F
8:00am – 8:50
 FEM 8

Contact Info:
E-mail: scott.moar@reedleycollege.edu

Voicemail: To be announced

Office Hours: To be determined

Basic Skills Advisories:  Eligibility for ENGL 126
Subject Prerequisites:    Math 101 or Equivalent
Required Text:  Elementary and Intermediate Algebra, Charles P. McKeague, Third Edition, Thomson Brooks/Cole, 2008.
Course Content:
This course will deal with many algebraic concepts including, but not limited to the following: equations and inequalities in two variables, rational exponents and roots, quadratic functions, exponential and logarithmic functions, and conic sections.  We will essentially be covering Chapters 7 – 12 of McKeague’s text, and Chapter 13 as time allows.  During the course, an emphasis will be placed on illustrating algebraic concepts and developing students’ problem solving skills by working out examples and problems in class with student participation.  The ultimate goal will be to provide students with a strong foundation in problem solving, pattern recognition, and the working knowledge of algebra required for higher-level math courses.

Course Objectives/Outcomes:
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

· create a linear equation given a slope and a point, or two points; graph linear equations and inequalities and use function notation to find the value of expressions.
· add, subtract, multiply and divide radical expressions and use exponent properties and conjugate properties to simplify and solve radical equations.

· complete the square of a quadratic equation and use the quadratic formula to solve any quadratic equation; graph quadratic equations using translations.

· solve exponential and logarithmic equations by using equivalent expressions; use exponential and logarithmic properties to convert between common logarithms, natural logarithms and other bases.

· graph each of the conic sections by translations; put conic equations and inequalities into the standard form.

· expand binomial expressions using Pascal’s triangle and the binomial coefficient formula; find the nth term of a sequence of numbers.

Attendance:
Students are expected to attend all class sessions, arrive on time, and remain in class the entire session.  Informing the instructor of a future absence does not excuse the absence.  Students who are late to class (tardy) more than 15 minutes or who leave class before the end of the session will be counted as being absent.  In general, tardiness is rude and distracting both to the instructor and fellow students, and disrupts the classroom learning environment.  Homework that is late or quizzes that are missed due to absences and/or tardiness may not be made up.  Students who accumulate 5 absences may be dropped from the course.  If a student decides to drop the course for any reason, it is the sole responsibility of the student to officially drop the course in the Administrations and Records office.  Failure to do so may result in the assignment of a grade of F.  The drop deadline for the course is Friday March 7, 2008.
Homework/Class work:
Homework problems will be assigned each class session or on a weekly basis.  Some homework assignments will be collected and graded on the basis of completeness, neatness, and effort.  Students will have the opportunity to ask questions regarding homework problems during (potential) office hours, scheduled exam review sessions or at the beginning of class sessions if time allows.  In addition, in-class quizzes, small graded problem sets, and group projects will be given frequently to reinforce students’ understanding of the homework.  Class work (quizzes, graded problem sets, group projects, and in-class participation) accounts for 20% of a student’s final grade and may not be made up, especially in the case of an absence or tardiness.
Exams:
There will be approximately 6 exams during the semester.  Each exam will be announced in advance and preceded by a review session.  All work must be shown on tests to receive full credit.  Make-up tests (due to an absence) will rarely be permitted, except possibly when a student’s absence is scheduled beforehand for a valid reason, in the case of a documented emergency, or at the discretion of the instructor.  Altogether, the exams will account for 60% of a student’s grade for the course.

Final Exam:
The final exam is scheduled for Wednesday May 14 from 8:00am – 9:50am.  The final exam is mandatory for all students and will be comprehensive.  Students should plan on attending the review sessions to be held prior to the final exam.  The final will account for 20% of each student’s grade for the course.
Grading:
   Course grades will be calculated as follows:
                     Class work/Quizzes:
20%

                      (Approx.) 6 Exams:
60%

                                  Final Exam:
20%

   Letter grades will be assigned based on the following scale:

                                 90% - 100%
A

                                 80% -   89%
B

                                 70% -   79%
C

                                 60% -   69%
D

                                   Below 60%
F

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:
If you have verified needs (as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) for academic accommodations, including alternate media requests (i.e. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.), please notify me immediately.  Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate special needs. 

Student Conduct and Integrity:
Students engaging in any behavior the instructor deems disruptive to the learning environment may be asked to leave.  Such behavior includes, but is not limited to, disruptive conversations with fellow students, regular tardiness, and leaving the classroom during class time.  All cell phones, pagers, and electronic devices should be turned off and put away when class is in session.  In particular, students may not use their 

phones as calculators.

Incidents of cheating and plagiarism (as defined in the 2006 – 2008 Reedley College catalog) may result in any number of penalties and/or sanctions.  Such consequences may range from a failing grade on a particular assignment, project, or examination in question to a failing grade in the course, at the discretion of the instructor.    
Important Dates:
Academic:

January 7 (M)
Spring classes begin


January 18 (F)
Last day to drop full length class(es) for refund eligibility


January 25 (F)
Last day to register for full-term Spring 2008 classes



Last day to drop a Spring 2008 class(es) to avoid a ‘W’


February 8 (F)
Last day to change to/from CR/NC grading basis


March 7 (F)
Last day to drop a Spring 2008 class


May 12 – 16
           (M – F)
Finals Week


May 14 (W)
Final Exam 8:00am – 9:50am

Holidays (no classes held, campus closed):

January 21 (M)
Martin Luther King Jr. holiday


February 15 (F)
Lincoln Day


February 18 (M)
Washington Day

March 17 – 22

               (M – S)
Spring recess
Disclaimer:   Due to time constraints and/or unforeseen circumstances during the semester, your instructor reserves the right to alter any of the above when deemed necessary for the welfare of the students.
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