Math 101

                                                           MW 6:00 – 8:15pm – Sanger HS
Mrs. Michelle Reindl

                                                                                              Spring 2008

Email: michelle.reindl@reedleycollege.edu

                                                                                         Course #72784

ELEMENTARY ALGEBRA
TEXT
Elementary and Intermediate Algebra, 3rdEdition – by Charles P. McKeague, Thomson Brooks/Cole, 2008
CATALOG DESCRIPTION

This is a first course in elementary algebra including: algebraic expressions, linear equations and inequalities, linear equations and inequalities in two variables, exponents and polynomials, factoring and rational expressions.

COURSE PREREQUISITES & BASIC SKILLS ADVISORIES
MATH 250 or equivalent and eligibility for ENGL 126

COURSE OBJECTIVES
In the process of completing this course, students will:

· recognize the real number system, its subsets and how to perform operations on numbers from these subsets
· simplify algebraic expressions and solve linear equations and inequalities

· graph linear equations in two variables and solve systems of linear equations
· simplify expressions using the properties of exponents and perform operations with polynomials
· factor algebraic expressions and solve equations of degree greater than one
· perform arithmetic operations on rational expressions and solve equations containing rational expressions
REQUIRED MATERIALS
· 3-ring binder (for notes)

· pre-printed lecture notes (available @ RC bookstore)

· college ruled paper

· pencils (regular lead and colored)

· 4 x 6 note cards
· scientific calculator

· highlighter

· graph paper
ATTENDANCE
If you are absent more than once in the first 4 weeks of the semester or more than 2 times in the first nine weeks you may be dropped from the course.  Attendance is a key factor in your success as a college student.  Students are expected to attend all class meetings, be on time, and be in class the entire class session.  3 absences over the course of the entire semester may result in a drop from the course.  However, if you decide to drop the course, it is your responsibility to make the drop official in the Admissions and Records office or else possibly receive an F in the course.  Also, there are to be no visitors in class for any reason.  Pagers, cell-phones, CD/DVD/MP3 players, and any other electronic device must be turned off, silenced, and out of sight before entering class.  You will be asked to leave if your phone rings in class. Also, cell phones are NOT to be used as calculators.  

It is distracting, rude and unfair to classmates and to the instructor when a student is late.  Leaving class at anytime during the lecture will not be allowed.  Please use the restroom/make phone calls before class or at the designated break times.  If you leave class at any time & return, it will count as a tardy.  Two tardies will be counted as an absence.  You are responsible for telling me, at the end of class, that you were tardy.  If I mark you absent and you do not tell me of your tardy, you will remain absent.  If you leave class early, you will be marked absent.  Students with chronic tardiness may be dropped from the course. 
HOMEWORK
You are strongly encouraged to do the homework assigned everyday.  It is necessary to practice the concepts so that understanding can be achieved.  All homework assigned in class should be completed for the next class session.  (Any athlete or musician requires practice to improve his/her performance.  The same concept applies to anyone learning new subject matter.)  Two (2) sections of homework will be collected and graded on test day.  Each section is worth fifty (50) points.  I will randomly choose which 2 sections on test day, so be sure you have all sections completed and ready to turn in with you in class on test day.  Homework is graded upon completeness, neatness and effort.  Problems must be written out (except the word problems) and all work must be shown in order to receive credit.  The final answer to each problem should be highlighted.  No late homework is accepted!  Homework with frayed edges from a spiral notebook will not be accepted.  Being absent does not entitle you to turn in the assignment late.  It is your responsibility to make sure it is turned in when it is due.

Upon entering class, please list on the board the problem numbers you would like me to review from the homework with the class.  If the problem number is already listed, please place a check mark (() next to it so that it is apparent that more than one person is requesting that problem.  Approximately six (6) of the most requested problems will be addressed, as time allows.

There will be occasional quizzes and in-class assignments including, but not limited to, group work and individual assignments. No in class assignments can be made up so attendance is very important.  These assignments will be included as part of your HW grade.

COURSE OUTLINE: (This timeline is approximate and it is the student’s individual responsibility to be aware of what is being studied.)

Chapter 1: The Basics







  

4
Weeks

Chapter 2: Linear Equations & Inequalities




3
Weeks
Chapter 3: Graphing & Systems of Equations




3
Weeks
Chapter 4: Exponents & Polynomials
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Weeks

Chapter 5: Factoring








 

3
Weeks

Chapter 6: Rational Expressions







1.5
Weeks
EXAMS
There will be five (5) exams plus a comprehensive final exam.  Each exam is worth one hundred (100) points.   The final exam is worth two hundred (200) points.  No exam, including the final, will be given early or late, nor may they be made up if missed.   No exceptions!  Please do not ask!  The final exam is scheduled for Monday, May 12th from 6:00 – 8:15pm.  Sharing calculators on a test is prohibited.  Be responsible for your own supplies.

GRADES
Tests account for 70% of your grade.  Homework accounts for 30% of your grade.  The following scale determines your course grade.

A = 90 – 100%, B = 80 – 89%, C = 70 – 79%, D = 60 – 69%, F = below 60%

BEHAVIOR

Your classmates and I would greatly appreciate you take care of any personal needs (using the restroom, getting a drink, sharpening a pencil, making/receiving phone calls) before class begins or during break time.  You may not use your phone or any other electronic device as a calculator.  In fact, all cell phones should be completely turned off during class time.  The vibration setting does not mean it’s off; use the “Silent” function or completely power it down.  This also applies to any other portable electronic media: mp3 players, Ipods, CD/DVD players, etc.

--Please do not bring guests/children to class.   (This is college policy due to liability issues.)

--Please do not bring any food, drinks, or children into the classroom.

*Bottled water is the exception.

*This is a school rule, not mine.

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), please notify me immediately.  Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs.

NOTE
As a part-time instructor for Reedley College, I have neither an office nor office hours.  If you need to get a message to me, please use my email address (see front page heading of syllabus) or get to know one of your classmates and have him/her bring it to me personally before class.  Please allow 24 hours for a response to email messages.
Important Dates to Remember:


Jan 21 (Mon) – Holiday (Martin Luther King Jr.’s Birthday Observed)

Feb 1 (Fri) – Last day to drop without “W” on transcript

Feb 18 (Mon) – Holiday (Presidents’ Day)

Mar 7 (Fri) – Last day to drop class (after this date a letter grade will be assigned)

Mar 17 – 21 (Mon – Fri) – Spring Break (Class resumes Monday, March 24)
Please refer to the Reedley College Catalog for the Plagiarism and Cheating Policy
