Reedley College

Math 101: Elementary Algebra

Spring 2008
Instructor:       
Mr. Russell Hickey

       Class Time    MTWThF 12:00-12:50 A.M. (Section #56824)

Office:

FEM-1F                                                   Class Room:  CCI-201
Office Hours:   
MTWThF  10:00-11:00 AM
Phone:

638-3641 ext. 3744

e-mail:
               russell.hickey@reedleycollege.edu

Required Text: Elementary & Intermediate Algebra, Charles P. McKeague, 3rd Edition
COURSE DESCRIPTION

Operations with signed numbers, algebraic expressions, linear equations and their graphs, inequalities, exponents, radical expressions and equations, factoring, rational expressions and equations, quadratic equations and applications

COURSE OBJECTIVES/OUTCOMES
In the process of completing this course, students will:

· Recognize the real number system, its subsets and how to  perform operations on numbers from these subsets.  Apply the operations of adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing to integers and rational numbers.
· Simplify algebraic expressions and solve linear equations and inequalities.  Apply the concept of like terms, to simplify expressions, and the addition and multiplication properties of equality to solve linear equations and inequalities.
· Graph linear equations in two variables and solve systems of linear equations..  Generate solutions to equations with two variables, use these solutions to graph the equation and determine the intercepts of the equation both from the graph generated and the given equation; solve systems of equations through the use of graphs, the addition method and the method of substitution.
· Simplify expressions using the properties of exponents and perform operations with polynomials.  Apply the properties of exponents to the multiplication, division, addition and subtraction of both monomials and polynomials.
· Factor algebraic expressions and solve equations of degree greater than one.  Find the greatest common factor of an algebraic expression as the first step to its factorization; factor binomials, trinomials, and expressions with four or more terms.  Apply the techniques of factoring to solve equations of degree greater than one.
· Perform arithmetic operations on rational expressions and solve equations containing rational expressions.  Reduce, add, subtract, multiply and divide expressions containing algebraic rational expressions; apply concepts of solving equations to the solving of equations containing rational expressions.
ATTENDANCE

Students are expected to attend all class meetings, be on time, and be in class the entire session.  The only excused absences are those due to a school–related activity or a requirement to appear in court.  Calling me to tell me you will be absent does not excuse you.  STUDENTS LEAVING CLASS BEFORE THE END OF THE CLASS WILL BE COUNTED AS BEING ABSENT!  Your classmates and I would greatly appreciate that students in the class take care of any personal needs (i.e., using the restroom, getting a drink, sharpening a pencil) before class begins.  If you leave and return to class, it will count as a tardy.  Six (6) absences may result in a drop from the course.  However, if you decide to drop the course, it is your responsibility to make the drop official in the Administrations and Records office or else possibly receive a grade of F.

PARTICIPATION GRADE

Each student will begin the semester with forty (40) participation points.  Each absence (lack of participation) will result in the loss of ten (10) participation points.  If you are absent (lack of participation) more than four (4) times, you will continue to lose ten points per absence, but now these points will be taken from other earned points, such as homework or exams.  If you leave class early you will lose ten (10) participation points!  Cell phones/pagers are very disruptive to the instructional environment, these items are to be turned off prior to instruction.
TARDIES

Students are expected to be on time.  It is distracting, rude, and unfair to fellow classmates and to the instructor when a student is late.  
If a student is tardy, then the homework that will be collected that day will receive half credit.  Additionally, if a student is more than 15 minutes late, then the tardy will count as an absence.
DISRUPTIVE BEHAVIOR:  
A student may be suspended from the class if he or she engages in a classroom behavior that interferes with the learning environment.  Such behavior includes, but is not limited to, disruptive conversations with fellow students, regular tardiness, and leaving the classroom during class time.  Students are expected to turn off all pagers, cell phones, and other electronic devices during class time.
 If a cell phone or pager interrupts instruction, the student may be asked to leave class for that day. 

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), including alternate media requests, please notify me immediately.  Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate special needs.

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY-If a student is found cheating in the class, then the student will receive a letter grade of “F” for the entire course.  The definition of cheating can be found on page 51 of the 2006-2008 Reedley College catalog.  

HOMEWORK

Each assignment will be collected and graded on completeness, neatness, and effort.  Homework should be written on standard sized paper 8.5”x11” (No spiral paper please) stapled in the upper left–hand corner, and in order.  Homework should be written in pencil.  In the upper left-hand corner of the homework, the corresponding lecture number must be labeled.  Homework without the corresponding lecture number will receive “0 pts”.  Work must be shown in order to receive credit.  If an assignment is submitted without work, it will receive zero credit.  Each assignment collected will be worth 10 points, late homework will not be accepted.

MAKEUP ASSIGNMENTS

An optional makeup assignment will be assigned for each exam.  The makeup assignment is worth 10 points and can be used to help missed assignments, increase low homework grades or as extra credit homework points. This assignment is due at the time of the exam, no exceptions. 
CUMULATIVE REVIEWS
There will be cumulative review assignments made after the test 2, test 3, test 4, test 5, and test 6.  Each cumulative review will be worth 50 pts.  These reviews will be due at the beginning of the next class session following the exam.   There are no make-ups for the cumulative review.  Late cumulative reviews will not be accepted.
EXAMS

There will be approximately six (6) exams, each exam is weighted equally.  Exam dates will be announced in class at least one week in advance. A student will be able to make-up a missed exam for 75% of the test’s value.  This make-up must be completed within 2 academic days of the exam date at the convenience of the instructor. One exam score (other than the score on the final) will be dropped.
FINAL EXAM

A two hour comprehensive final exam will be given at the end of the semester during finals week.  The final exam is required.
FINAL GRADE

Grade distribution:


Participation


  1%


Homework         


14%


Exams
             


70%



Comprehensive Exams
              15%

Course grades will be assigned as follows:


A
90  –  100


B 
80  –    89

C
70  –    79

D            60  –    69

F 
59 and below

Important Dates

Drop Date:
Friday, March 7



Last day to drop a course

Holidays:
Monday, January 21


Martin Luther King Jr. Day


Friday, Februrary 15


Lincoln Day


Monday, February 18


Washington Day


Mon-Fri, March 17-21


Spring Break

Final Exam:
Wednesday,  May 14


12:00-11:50 P.M.

Note:  This syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor.

