Reedley College: Linguistics 11 (Spring 2008)
INTRODUCTION TO LANGUAGE
A.  COURSE INFORMATION


Instructor:
Gerald R. McMenamin


This Course:
Linguistics 11 (3 units)


Sections:
Spring 2008: Course No. 54054. Thursday, 6:00-8:50 pm, in CCI 206.

Office Hours:
Thursdays, RC Library 5:00-6:00 pm

My email:
geraldm@csufresno.edu

My Phones:
Home: 787-9752, Cell: 960-3402, Fax: 787-9752

Grade:

Two exams 70%; Daily quizzes 20%, Class Participation 10%

Grading Scale:
A 90-100%, B 80-89%, C 70-79%, D 60-69%, F 0-59%
B.  WHAT YOU WILL DO IN THIS CLASS:

1.  Attend every class.


2.  Access class notes and assignments on RC Bb.


3.  Take a quiz every class on material covered in the previous class.

4.  Take two exams.  Take a third exam (final exam) if you choose to improve any one exam grade.


5.  RELATED NOTES:



Test-taking accommodations will be made for students with an identified special need.



Make-up tests are given only in case of a family death, a family emergency, or a test-conflict.


Quizzes cannot be made up, but take the quiz even if you are late for class.  You must ask for the quiz if you are late.


The final exam will be used only as a make-up for Test 1 or Test 2.

C.  SAMPLE GRADE CALCULATION: Two exams 70%; Daily quizzes 20%, Class Participation 10%

Exam 1

=
90%
=
90  x  .35
=
31.50

Exam 2

=
85%
=
85  x  .35
=
29.75
Quiz Average
=
94%
=
94  x  .20
=
18.80
Participation
=
100%
=
100 x  .10
=
10.00
TOTAL






=
90.05  =  A
D.  COURSE CALENDAR (Spring 2008):

	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Assignments

	1
	Thurs, Jan 10
	Introduction
	

	2
	Thurs, Jan 17
	Linguistics, Language, Grammar, Other Languages
	

	3
	Thurs, Jan 24
	Sounds of English + Consonants
	

	4
	Thurs, Jan 31
	Vowels of English 
	

	5
	Thurs, Feb 7
	Sound System of English; Phonology; Syllable Structure
	

	6
	Thurs, Feb 14
	Morphology
	

	7
	Thurs, Feb 21
	Word Structure
	

	8
	Thurs, Feb 28
	Word Formation; Morphology and phonology
	

	9
	Thurs, Mar 6
	Morphology and Spelling
	

	10
	Thurs, Mar 13
	Test 1: Phonetics, pholology, morphology
	

	11
	Thurs, Mar 20
	SPRING VACATION
	

	12
	Thurs, Mar 27
	Syntax: sentence structure
	

	13
	Thurs, Apr 3
	Syntax: transformations
	

	14
	Thurs, Apr 10
	Language Variation
	

	15
	Thurs, Apr 17
	Language Acquisition: L1 and L2
	

	16
	Thurs, Apr 24
	Applications to the classroom
	

	17
	Thurs, May 1
	Applications to the classroom
	

	18
	Thurs, May 8
	Test 2: Syntax + ; Grade Calculation; Prep for Final
	




(Dates are approximate and order of material covered is subject to change by instructor.)

E.  COURSE DESCRIPTION

Web-enhanced Class:

This section of Ling. 11 is a course delivered in the classroom but enhanced on RC's “Blackboard” (Bb).  “Enhanced” means that all course materials are to be found on Bb, but lectures and exams will be given in the classroom.
Course Content: 


This course is an introduction to the form, function, and acquisition of Language.  It is especially designed for future teachers.  Students focus on four things: 1. grammatical components of English (sounds, words, sentences, and meaning); 2. function and variation of English as observed in its social and cultural contexts of use, including the role of culture and dialect variation in language learning; 3. acquisition of English as a first or second language; 4. first-language interference problems, i.e., the contrast of English to the language spoken by English language learners, e.g., Spanish, Hmong, Lao, etc.
Course Goal and Objectives:

The overall goal of this course is demonstrate to teachers of English how and why the structure and use of language must be integrated in any instruction designed to provide their students a classroom context that will actually result in acquisition the language.  

I have three primary objectives for students in this course:  First, students will be able to describe the fundamentals of English phonology, morphology, syntax, lexical and sentential semantics, discourse, and pragmatics.  Second, students will examine the nature of first and second language acquisition.  Third, students will analyze some aspects of the same linguistic system of English or another language and do some analysis of linguistic variation in language structure or use.
Prerequisites:

Ling. 11 has no prerequisites. Note that it does not take the place of Ling. 10 as a GE requirement.
Books, Materials, Hardware, and Software:

There is no textbook for this course.  You should have a good collegiate dictionary, such as Webster's, Webster's-Random House, Random House, or American Heritage.  Collegiate dictionaries do not come in the small pocket sizes, but you do not have to have the giant unabridged version either.

You will need an up-to-date computer which runs MSOffice.  I will be using MSOffice XP.  You will also need Adobe Acrobat Reader and, if you do not have MSOffice, you might need the PowerPoint Reader and the Real Player.

Assignments, Quizzes, and Examinations:

Assignments to be done outside of class include studying for quizzes and tests.  Your preparation for each class may include reading of my lecture notes and a review of your class notes.  You will then access Bb class by class.  Quizzes are done in class, every day.  A few may be done collaboratively (working with others), or alone.  You can use a collegiate English dictionary or any bilingual dictionary on the quizzes and tests, but you cannot consult the internet, Blackboard, or use any other notes or books to complete the quizzes or test.  The Final Exam will be completed during the assigned time.
Make-up Quizzes and Exams:

There are no make-up quizzes or exams.  If there is any emergency that prevents you from fulfilling any course requirement, consult the instructor.

Syllabus or Calendar Changes:
This syllabus and schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.  If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to check on Blackboard announcements for changes.

Course Policies:

The RC Policy on Disruptive Classroom Behavior is what is followed in this course.  It can be found in the Schedule of Courses and the Academic Policy Manual. Take special note of the definition of disruptive behavior and the description of the learning environment.  The classroom is a special environment in which students and faculty come together to promote learning and growth. Students will be expected to follow established rules of etiquette.  It is essential to our learning environment that everyone respect the rights of others seeking to learn, respect the professionalism of the instructor, and maintain the general goals of academic freedom.  Student conduct which disrupts the learning process in any way shall not be tolerated and may lead to disciplinary action and/or removal from class.

Students with Disabilities:

Upon identifying themselves to the instructor and the university, students with disabilities will receive reasonable accommodation for learning and evaluation. For more information, contact instructor.

Cheating and Plagiarism:
I follow RC’s policy regarding cheating and plagiarism as stated in the University Catalog (Policies and Regulations).  Read it (on-line) before you think of straying into this minefield.
