History 11  History of the United States to 1877  Spring term 2008

Instructor:  Joseph Pantoja  Mail Box Location is Dinuba Center in the Adult School Office.  

Email Address: joseph.pantoja@reedleycollege.edu
Required Readings:  

1.  American History, A Survey by Alan Brinkley. Volume One, Twelfth Edition 

2. A set of History 11 Homework Assignments and Study Guides.
3. Supplemental readings 

Course Description:  This course examines the political, social, and economic development of the United States from the colonial period to 1877.  

Course Objectives:  

The students will be able to:  

1. Explain the causes of European exploration in the New World.  

2. Examine the development of political and governmental institutions in the United States up to the end of the Reconstruction Era in 1877.  

3. Compare and contrast the trends and movements in American social, cultural, and intellectual life and examine the changes in America’s social structure from colonial times to 1877.  

4. Evaluate the contributions, socio-economic conditions and experiences of minority groups.

5. Identify the consequences of U.S. foreign policy, wars, and geographic expansion through 1877.

6. Analyze the political, economic, and social factors leading to the Civil War.

7. Assess the consequences of the Reconstruction Era in terms of changes to the U.S Constitution, effect on African Americans, race relations, the southern states and the American political system.  

Course Assignments:  

· Examination (100 points each):  four examinations based on assigned readings and course lectures.  All are for each section covered.  All count toward overall grade and no score will be dropped.

· Quiz (25 points each):  four quizzes based on assigned readings and course lectures. All count toward overall grade and no score will be dropped.

· Term paper (50 points):  a brief five to seven page term paper involving the analysis of some historical issue.  The student will choose from a range of topics selected by the instructor.

· Additional assignments (50 points):  There will be assignments consisting of homework and outside readings.

Students Overall Course Grade is calculated:

4 Exams:


100 points each

4 Quizzes


25 points each

Term Paper:


50 points

Additional assignments

50 points

Perfect Attendance:

10 points
Total Points


610 points

Grades will be based on the standard grading system as follows:  

100% to 90% = A

89% to 80%  = B

79% to 70%  = C

69% to 60%  = D

59% and below = F.  

Be aware of the deadline for the drop date.  Students may withdraw from this course without a letter grade until the ninth week of the semester.  After Friday March 7th, 2008, everyone enrolled in the class will receive a letter grade.  Anyone missing more than one class session prior to that date will be dropped from the course.  

Attendance/Participation and Absences (Read this carefully!)

This course emphasizes reading, writing, and discussion.  You should attend all classes, arriving on time, alert, and prepared to take part in discussion.  Preparation means having done the reading in a focused and thoughtful way before class.  Bring books to class as appropriate.  I do not expect students to be able to regurgitate empirical facts.  Class performance will be judged by students’ abilities to conceptualize ideas and express their understanding both orally and in writing.  Your abilities in these areas and your understanding of the readings and presentations will be judged based on your in-class discussions, your papers and final exam.  

Note:  If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or material in alternate media (i.e. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.

Policy regarding test and other make ups.

All tests will be announced well in advance throughout the semester.  It is your responsibility to be prepared and present in class on the day the exam is scheduled.  Only extreme and urgent emergencies only should prevent you from taking the exam as scheduled.  Exceptions:  There may be occasions where there will be a schedule conflict because of school activities or some personal appointment.  In these cases contact the instructor several days IN ADVANCE and arrange to take the test at another time.  

If you miss an exam or homework assignment:

1. The exam or assignment must be made up WITHIN ONE WEEK.  No test scores will be dropped in this class.  Please contact your instructor as soon as possible to set a time to complete or make up the assignment.  

2. In the case of exams, the makeup will be somewhat different from that taken in class.  It will cover the same material but the questions will be different and there will be more short answer and fill-in-the-blank identification.  This will be a difficult alternative to the regular exam so it is imperative that you do not miss a scheduled exam.  

Policy regarding Plagiarism and Cheating

Plagiarism - to steal and pass off (the ideas or words of another) as one's own : use (a created production) without crediting the source. Webster's New Collegiate Dictionary 9th ed, (Springfield, Ma: Merriam 1981, p. 870).  It is a violation of Reedley College policy and may result in the student being dropped from the course and/or other appropriate disciplinary action taken by the college.

Cheating – consists of copying another student’s work, using unauthorized materials during tests and/or other practices that might allow a student to receive a grade he/she has not earned.  
Disciplinary action will be taken by the appropriate dean and may result in an F grade in the course.  

Cell Phone Alert:  All cell phones, blackberries, Ipods and other similar electronic devices must be turned off and stored away from sight during class.  Laptop computers may be used in class for taking notes.  No headphones are allowed in class.

Key to success

Read the textbook, complete the homework assignments, come to class and participate in the discussions. Put forth your best effort and do the work of a serious college student.  Feel free to ask questions or make comments on what we are discussing.  If you do these things, you are bound to be successful.  Good Luck!
