English 48 - American Literature online
deborah.lapp@reedleycollege.edu




Syllabus of Readings, Postings, and Assignments

Tentative syllabus of readings (page numbers in parentheses refer to 10th edition), posting dates for Discussion Board.  

One things that’s amazing to me, as I read these selections from the Puritans to the present in America is that at each time period, these authors had read what came before them—exactly what YOU are reading.  They read the Bible, Shakespeare and Western literature that preceded them also, of course, but they may have followed a syllabus similar to yours.   

Because some of the earlier work is less accessible and involves more trudging through than the more modern writing, a colleague of mine once experimented with reversing the order (“They love the moderns, so we’ll start with that and work our way backwards!”).  The result was a loss of perspective because the moderns stand on the shoulders of those who came before (as in everything!).  So, if the reading at the beginning seems long and a little arduous, allow yourself to be transported back in time.  Imagine you’ve taken a risk, left your homeland, no one is awaiting your arrival.  Everything is new and strange.  For each time period, look at the pictures, imagine the times, picture yourself reading this as it first came out.

A note on the text:  Some of you have asked about different editions. The bookstore is carrying the 11th.  I have the 10th on my desk.  I have had students work out of the 9th edition. This has worked acceptably in the past, but you will have to use the table of contents.  If you are waiting for a book or if your edition is missing an assignment, GOOGLE the title and the author.  The early half of the semester is public domain and widely available on the web.  In the second half, there’s more than we can cover, so I give you choices anyhow.

For each week: 

->Read and post by Wednesday midnight for a grade.  Do NOT repeat what someone else has written, and support what you say with quotes from the text.  

->Read each others’ and respond by Friday midnight for a grade. Either ADD support to someone else’s analysis, or disagree and support your counter-analysis, or point out a new idea that occurs to you.  The Discussion Board (db) is for DISCUSSION.  Leave grammar comments to me.  Please be as respectful as you’d like someone else to be to you.   When you read the text, I ask you to picture the writer and the times.  When you read the discussion board, picture the writer, and keep that picture in your mind as you write your response.

->I’ll grade the db on a 25-point scale:


25 – original thought, thorough support from text, and the writing is clear


20 – original OR thorough, and the writing is clear


15 – a valid answer to the question with some support


10 – a valid answer to the question, needs support


5  - a response (expect an email)

->Always watch Announcement Board for changes.  Email me with questions and comments or problems you might be having (not that I expect any, but things happen).  

Listed are the minimum reading assignments; I encourage you to read more of each chapter as time and interest allows and to notice the timelines and sidebar information in the text.  Movies are recommended, not required.  

You’ll want to know about your final in advance because the WAY you read and what you choose to write down may depend on it.  Your final will be to choose a theme (your choice) and to trace the development of that idea across time in American literature.  Off the top of my head, some possible themes are:

The relationship of people to art or the arts

The role of the outsider or the immigrant or the servant or the elderly or…

People’s relationship to God and how religion influences their daily lives

People’s relationship to Nature

Group hegemony (which groups have power and what do they do with it)

Gender hegemony (how each sex maintains and employs power)

The evolution of marriage

Ideas about parenting and parental roles

Work and leisure and their effects on people

The fluidity of class (how stuck one is in a certain class)

The definition of an American (over time)

Week 1:  We are sampling from the first two chapters here:  What is the role of God in the lives of the settlers and colonists? What are the relationships between people of different races?  How do the writers use the word ”race”?  What would it be like to be a woman settler?

Jan. 5, 2008 

Read and post something original by Wednesday midnight.  

Read each others’ and respond respectfully and thoroughly by Friday midnight.
Exploration and the Colonies (skim chapter)

“John Smith’s Relation to Queen Anne of Pocahontas (1616)” (17)

William Bradford “Chapter X: Showing How They Sought out a Place of Habitation; and 
What Befell Them Thereabout” (23)

John Winthrop “A Model of Christian Charity” (36-43)

Anne Bradstreet “Upon the Burning of Our House, July 10th, 1666” (52)

Edward Taylor “The Glory of and Grace in the Church Set Out” (75)

William Byrd “History of the Dividing Line” (93)

St. Jean de Crevecoeur “Letters from and American Farmer: What is an American?”(111)

Reason and Revolution (skim chapter)

Jonathon Edwards “Personal Narrative” (145)


Movie The Crucible

Benjamin Franklin from “The Autobiography” (179-181)

Thomas Jefferson “Notes on the State of Virginia [A Southerner on Slavery]” (223)

Olaudah Equiano “Chapter 2 [Horrors of a Slave Ship]” (230)

Phillis Wheatley (238) “On Being Brought from Africa to America” (240)

Week 2:  We are looking at the relationship between nature and society, between man and self, and we encounter Transcendentalism

Jan. 12, 2008

Read and post by Wednesday midnight.  

Read each others’ and respond by Friday midnight.
The Romantic Temper and the House Divided (skim chapter)

Washington Irving “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” (283)

James Fenimore Cooper “The Prairie:  Chapter XXXIX [Death of a Hero]


Movie Last of the Mohicans
William Cullen Bryant “Thanatopsis” (318) 

Ralph Waldo Emerson “Self-Reliance” (385) and “The Over-Soul” (401)

Henry David Thoreau About “Walden” (426) and “Where I Lived, and What I Lived for” 
(466) and “Conclusion” (483), and first paragraph of “Civil Disobedience” (490)

Week 3:  We Meet the Romanticists Hawthorne and Poe and look at the relationship between science and nature, and science and God

Jan. 19, 2008

Read and post by Wednesday midnight.  

Read each others’ and respond by Friday midnight.
Edgar Allen Poe “Sonnet—To Science” (511) always read footnotes!”, “The Fall of the 
House of Usher” (538) and “The Cask of Amontillado” (562)


Movie The Scarlet Letter

Nathaniel Hawthorne “Young Goodman Brown” (589),  “The Birthmark” (613),  
“Rappaccini’s Daughter” (624)

Week 4:  We meet Herman Melville and understand his ideas about man and society.  What does he have to say about the worker’s power over the employer?  Have you ever had a Bartleby job?

Jan. 26, 2008

Herman Melville “Bartleby the Scrivener” (654) and “Billy Budd, Sailor”


Movie Moby Dick

Read “Instructions for Writing a Literary Analysis” in Course Documents.  Begin Melville Literary Analysis (Bartleby or Billy Budd)
Week 5:  The Chapters are called “The Humanitarian Sensibility and the Inevitable Conflict” and “An Age of Expansion.” How do nature and God figure into people’s lives? How is life for women and minorities?

Feb. 2, 2006 – lighter reading because you’re writing an essay

The Humanitarian Sensibility and the Inevitable Conflict (skim chapter)

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow “Nature” and “The Tide Rises, the Tide Falls” (774)

Harriet Beecher Stowe “Oldtown Folks:  Miss Asphyxia” (798)

Walt Whitman “Song of Myself” 1-3, 24-32, 52 or so (881) and “There Was a Child 
Went Forth” (943) and “A Noiseless Patient Spider” (952)

Emily Dickinson “[My Life had stood—a Loaded Gun--]” (975), “[Tell the Truth but Tell 
it Slant]” (978), “[As Imperceptibly”  “[He Ate…” and “[Apparently…” (981)

Melville Literary Analysis due Feb. 20, 2006 – planning workshop tba

Feb. 9-11, 2006 Post to Forum #7, post outline of Essay #1

Feb. 12-13, 2006 Respond to Forum #7

Week 6:  We’ll read and discuss Henry James while you finish Melville Literary Analysis (due Sunday)

Feb. 14, 2006

Henry James “Daisy Miller” (1034) and “The Beast in the Jungle” (1089)

Movie  The Secret Sharer
Feb. 9-11, 2006 Post to Forum #8, post draft of Essay #1

Feb. 12-13, 2006 Respond to Forum #8

Melville Literary Analysis due Feb. 20, 2008 at midnight

Week 7:  The Awakening is a short novel of a woman’s sexual independence.  Is Edna justified in leaving Leonce?

Kate Chopin The Awakening (1169)

Feb. 23-25, 2006 Post to Forum #9

Feb. 26-27, 2006 Respond to Forum #9

Week 8:  At the turn of the last century, awakenings were everywhere

Feb. 28, 2006

The Turn of the Century (skim chapter)

Mary E. Wilkins Freeman “The Revolt of “Mother” (1255)

Edith Wharton “Roman Fever” (1292) *

Theodore Dreiser “The Second Choice” (1325), Willa Cather “Neighbor Rosicky” (1367)

Mar. 2-4, 2006 Post to Forum #10

Mar. 4-6, 2006 Respond to Forum #10

Discussion Board grade for weeks 1-8 will be posted (8 x 25 = 200 points)
Week 9:  We’re going to read from some influential poets

Edna St. Vincent Millay “I Shall Not Go Back Again…” 1588, “What My Lips Have 
Kissed…” 1588, “Love Is Not All…” 1590, “Those Hours…” 1590

Robert Frost “Mending Wall” 1390, “Home Burial” 1391, “Fire and Ice” 1407, “Design” 
1409

Amy Lowell “Patterns” 1479, “A Decade” 1482

Carl Sandburg “Fog” 1414, “Nocturne”, “Monotone”, “A Fence”

Elizabeth Bishop “In the Waiting Room” 1766, “One Art” 1768

Mar. 9-11 post

Mar. 11-13 respond

(drop date is March 11, 2008)

Week 10:  We’re going to read from some more influential poets:  What made these men so pessimistic? Where has God gone?  I’ll ask you to dig in and find the beauty and maybe even God.

T.S. Eliot “The Waste Land” 1460, “Hollow Men” 1476 

Wallace Stevens “Sunday Morning” 1497, “A High-Toned Old Christian Woman” 1501, “Emperor of Ice Cream” 

William Carlos Williams “Spring and All” 1514, “The Red Wheelbarrow” “This Is Just to Say” 1515, “The Young Housewife” 1509, “Tract” 1510 (compare to “Emperor of Ice Cream”)

Begin Compare-contrast paper:  Choose two works from our text.  I recommend two stories, but you may use one poem if you have a good reason and you are sure you are up to it.  

Mar. 15-16 post 6 areas of comparison for your two works for the second paper with support from the text:  

Mar. 16-26 respond to each others’ lists.  Add areas of comparison or support  for the areas listed or challenge each other—respectfully, of course. 

(I’ll be away for Spring Break—I may or may not check in)

Week 11:  Harlem Renaissance and 20th Century Black Writers:  How does their experience influence their writing?  What themes emerge?
Langston Hughes 1602, etc

Richard Wright from Black Boy 1689

Gwendolyn Brooks 1775

Ralph Ellison from Invisible Man 1805

Compare-contrast paper workshop tba

Mar. 30-Apr. 1 post

Apr. 1-3 respond

Week 12:  Fitzgerald and Hemingway
F. Scott Fitzgerald “Babylon Revisited” 1611 (compare to Daisy Miller)

Ernest Hemingway “Big Two-Hearted River” 1669

Apr. 8 submit paper by Friday midnight

Apr. 8-10 post—respond if you have time

Week 13:  Southern Writers
Tenessee Williams “The Glass Menagerie” 1707

William Faulkner “Barn Burning” 1655

Flannery O’Connor “Good Country People” 1843

Apr. 13-15 post

Apr. 15-17 respond

Week 14: Four More 20th Century Writers experimenting 
John Cheever “The Swimmer” 1797

Bernard Malamud “The Mourners”

--

--

Apr. 20-22 post

Apr. 22-24 respond

Week 15: Poetry Project—Choose one poet to read and write about. Find at least three poems from your poet.   In a paper, discuss the poet’s themes and methods of achieving his or her desired effect.
Roethke 1751, Bishop 1759, Berryman 1769, Ammons 1868, Bly 1877,  Ginsberg 1879, Merrill 1889, Ashbery 1899, Wright 1906, Sexton 1911, Rich 1918, Snyder 1927, Plath 1932, Baraka 1940, Oliver, Smith, Dove, Song

Apr. 18-22 choose poet – post (first come, first served—one person per poet)

Apr. 24 post project to discussion board and copy into email to Lapp

Apr. 24-26 respond to at least one

Week 16: Modern Stories—Choose one story to read and review for your classmates. Post your review (summary and recommendation) to discussion board
May 2-6 choose one story – post (first come, first served—one person per story)

May 8 post review

Discussion Board grade for Weeks 9-16 (8 x 25 = 200)
Week 17-18: Final—Choose a theme (the role of God; the role of women; the influence of politics or commerce; man’s relationship to nature; man’s reliance on others; what love is) over the course of our history.  Support your thesis in a paper of 4-6 pages with works from each half-century or so. 
May 9-14 I recommend that you use the discussion board

May 15 final is due—copy and paste into email to Lapp

All Summer Long:  I recommend that you read the wonderful works that we weren’t able to get to.  Happy reading!

“Describe a Turn-of-the-Century Awakening” 
(women’s awakening; political awakening; industrial awakening; sexual awakening; philosophical awakening -- list traits and offer examples)

