English 3 – Critical Reading and Writing

Spring – 2008
Instructor: Corinna Ruth

Schedule #53040

12:30 – 1:45 P.M.

T – TH –CCI – 204

Office Hours: by appointment

Voice Mail 638-3641 Ext. 3935

e-mail – corinna.ruth@reedleycollege.edu
Textbooks/ Supplies:
Barnet, Sylvan and Hugo Bedau. Current Issues and Enduring Questions: A Guide to Critical Thinking and Argument with Readings. 8th ed.
Writer’s handbook of your choice; a good dictionary.

Course Description:

This course is designed to develop critical thinking, reading, and writing skills beyond the level achieved in English IA. Students will be assigned readings from the text or other outside sources and respond to them with written summaries and insightful critical writings. Through assigned readings and class lectures students will expand their knowledge of the critical vocabulary they will be employing in the development of their argumentative essays. Students will work in groups for some of their assignments. They will also be tested on their understanding of the critical terminology used in this course.
Course Requirements:
You will be expected to write a critical analysis essay based on one source and a synthesis/ research essay based on multiple sources with in-text notes, a works cited list, and an annotated bibliography (MLA). You will also be required to write several summaries of sources that distinguish a summary from a paraphrase. You will write a mid-term and a final exam based on the critical terms and concepts related to the rhetorical aspects of argumentative writing that you have been tested on throughout the semester. In addition, you will complete brief, one-page weekly writing assignments or exercises based on your assigned readings and designed to sharpen your critical writing skills. Papers will not be accepted after the due dates.
Attendance:

Regular attendance is crucial to your progress in this class. After eight hours of absence (for whatever reason) I may drop you through March 7. You may drop or be dropped through March 7, but after this date a letter grade will be assigned.
Plagiarism:
Plagiarism is the use of someone else’s work as though it were your own. This includes another student’s work or copying from the internet or other sources. Plagiarism could result in an F grade for the course.

Grading:

Your grade will be determined on a percentage basis as follows: 90-100% = A; 

80-89%= B; 70-79%= C; 60-69%= D; Below 60% = F. You must receive a C or better in order to pass this class. The measure of student achievement is weighted according to the following categories:

Summaries and quizzes


15%





Weekly critical writing assignments

20%



Critical analysis essay



20%

Synthesis/research essay 


30%

Midterm/final exam



15%

Grading (continued):


An acceptable essay contains the following characteristics:

· reflects the critical elements and characteristics of argument

· evidence of an effective writing style, tone, and purpose

· strong organization and structure with a solid claim or thesis

· development of the claim or thesis with the use of examples, testimony, or statistics

· evidence of skill in evaluating sources

· good mechanics, spelling, usage, and syntax

