SYLLABUS FOR ENGLISH 3

53053 CRITICAL READING AND WRITING

   Theme: The Search for Truth through Critical Thinking

Semester: Spring 2008

Prerequisite: English 1A or 1AH

Instructor: Dr. Paul Friesen: B.A., Tabor College; M.A. University of Denver; Ph.D.        

     Texas Tech University

Class schedule: Tuesday and Thursday, 8:00-9:15 A.M., BUS 40

Required text: Sylvan Barnet and Hugo Bedau,  Current Issues and Enduring Questions, 

     Eighth Edition.

Course description:  A course designed to develop critical thinking, reading, and writing skills beyond the level achieved in English 1A/1AH.  The course will focus on the development of logical reasoning and analytical and argumentative writing skills based primarily on works of nonfiction.

College attendance policy:  “Students are expected to attend all sessions of classes for which they are enrolled.  Excessive absences will jeopardize a student’s satisfactory progress in a class and may result in a student’s being dropped.  Students may be dropped from a class if they fail to attend the first class session of the semester” (26).  Students will be dropped after four absences and may apply for readmission upon the consent of the instructor and upon completion of all missed assignments.  Roll will be checked at the beginning of class, so if a student comes in late he or she may not be counted as present.

Excused absences are permissible for school activities, illness, or other legitimate reasons.  Check with the instructor before being absent or immediately after returning to class.  

Class participation:  The most important element of participation is active listening and taking well-organized notes.  Group answers to questions from a reading will provide opportunity for all students to become involved in discussions; general class discussion will be almost a daily occurrence.  Please do not bring cell phones, ipods, pagers, food or drink to class, according to college policy.  Leaving class to answer a cell phone call may result in being dropped from the course.

Course objectives:  Upon the completion of this course, students should be able to examine information from a variety of sources by using critical thinking skills and tools.

Intelligent and effective communication depends on adherence to acceptable and agreed-upon standards.  Lack of this element has been the cause of tensions, relational breakups, and even wars.  

Behavioral objectives:  Students should be aware of the value of analytical (critical) thinking to avoid pitfalls such as

1. Believing printed/published matter is valid and truthful,
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2. Accepting as fact information from news sources on the radio and television,

3. Ignorance of certain guidelines and standards used to judge information,

4. Failure to recognize supposedly watertight inductive and deductive arguments.

Students should be able to 

1. Develop a healthy, not crippling, skepticism based on proper critical analysis,

2. Synthesize material from various sources to arrive at an acceptable conclusion,

3. Question assertions made from supposedly authoritative sources,

4. Know how to use the tools of research to examine information.

5. Think for themselves, trust themselves, become independent thinkers, based on intelligent argumentation and reason.

Class participation:  This class will be conducted in the form of a seminar with the instructor and students sharing ideas, questions, and observations about the matter of  searching for truth in the vast sea of information flooding the communication network.

Written assignments: 

1. Several formal one-page papers responding to readings in the text,

2. One research paper, about five pages long, using MLA format, with an annotated bibliography/works cited.

3. Mid-term and final exam, covering literary terminology and requiring brief essay answers to questions.

Grading:  All written assignments will receive two grades: content and language usage, plus the research paper will also be graded for MLA format usage.  The exams will receive letter grades based on right answers and quality of essay answers.  

Course schedule:  Please read and complete assignments for the weeks listed.

Week  1 (Jan. 8 & 10)


Enrollment check


Introduction to the course and syllabus


Defining Critical Thinking (handout)

Week  2 (Jan. 15 & 17)


Critical Thinking (Read pages 3-30 in the textbook)


List five controversial topics in our society


Read Glen Wilde, “Why the Pledge of Allegiance Should Be Revised” (47-50).


Type and hand in a one-page answer to No. 8, 10, or 12 in Topics (50-51).

Week  3 (Jan. 22 & 24)


Discuss controversial topics


Critical Reading (75-100)


Anna Lisa Raya, “It’s Hard Enough Being Me” (114-17)
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Hand in a one-page answer to No. 3 in Topics.

Paul Kane, “A Peaceful Call to Arms” (191-94)

Week  4 (Jan. 29 & 31)


Jeff Jacoby, “Bring Back Flogging” (191-94)


Hand in a one-page answer to No. 3 in Topics.

Literary terms—Search Literary Terminology on the Web and write the  definitions for the literary terms in a handout.

Discuss literary terminology.
 

Week  5 (Feb. 5 & 7)


A Literary Critic’s View (465-83)


A Logician’s View (337-71)

Week  6 (Feb. 12 & 14)


A Forensic View (495-501)


Current Issues (504-830)

Week  7 (Feb. 19-21)


Debate Round One


Debate Round Two

Week  8 (Feb. 26-28)


Debate Round Three


Debate Round Four

Week  9 (Mar. 4 & 6)


Review and evaluation


Mid-term exam

Week 10 (Mar. 11 & 13)


Poetry, terminology and interpretation


Poetic terminology (handout)


Thomas Hardy, “The Man He Killed” (939)

Week 11 (Mar. 25 & 27)


T. S. Eliot, “The Love Song of  J. Alfred Prufrock” (940-44)


Epictetus and Henley, “Invictus” (962)


Andrew Marvell, “To His Coy Mistress” ( 480-81)


Study the questions and comments following the poem (482-83).

Week 12 (Apr. 1 & 3)


Other poems (handout)


Write final copy in class of an original poem (12 lines minimum)


Read poems aloud in class.

Week 13 (Apr. 8 & 10)


Research paper (five pages on a controversial subject)


Using Sources (257-67)


Research sequence (handout)

Week 14 (Apr. 15 & 17)


Taking Notes (267-76)


Bibliography and note cards, organization


Quoting from Sources and Documentation (276-79)
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Week 15 (Apr. 22 & 24)


MLA format (279-94)


Final instructions

Week 16 (Apr. 29 & May 1)


Hand in final copy of the research paper


Short story elements


Max Shulman, “Love Is a Fallacy” (371-80)


Hand in a one-page type argumentative essay on one of the suggestions in Topics.

Week 17 (May 6 & 8)


Kate Chopin, “The Story of an Hour”


Ursula K. LeGuin, “The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas” (874-79)


Susan Glaspell, “Trifles (945-55)


Hand in a one-page typed answer to No. 1, 4, or 5.

Week 18 (May 15)



Final exam, 8-9:50

