English 262: Reading Improvement 
Spring 2008/Section 54028 /M. Stewart 

Instructor: Mary C. Stewart 
Time: T, Th 6:00-8:15 P.M. 
Room: T: PHY 75 TH: HUM 62
Email: chipilonadog@hotmail.com/mstewart@parlier.k12.ca.edu 
Office Hours: As arranged 

Course Description: 
English 262 provides a  variety of group and individual skill development activities in phonetic and structural analysis, basic contextual vocabulary, and literal and basic comprehension skills to foster independent reading proficiency.  Successful completion of this course will prepare students for English 126.  It is recommended that this course be taken concurrently with English 252 or English 125.

Prerequisite: 
Completion of English 260 or placement by the college assessment process. 

Required Text/Materials: 
Texts: Ten Steps to Building College Reading Skills, 4th ed. Langan, Townsend Press
Dictionary: Any comprehensive English college dictionary such as Webster’s New World Pocket Dictionary
Thesaurus: Roget’s II; The New Thesaurus, Third Edition, Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1995.
Materials: Notebook paper (college lined), Pens/Pencil/Highlighter, Two pocket folders, Assignment calendar, Computer Disk 
. 
Grading: 
A grade of A, B, or C is required for course credit.
Grading Scale: 90-100%=A

             80-89%=B 
                         70-79%=C


 60-69%=D

             Below 60%=F
The final grade is tabulated by averaging the following assignment categories: daily in-class work, homework, quizzes, book reports, group projects, and the final exam.


Participation: 
Attendance and participation play a major part in how well you will do in this course. Because success in English 262 requires that you, the student, actively participate in the learning process, it is vital that you attend class regularly. Absences will lower your grade as you will miss vital in-class assignments which cannot be made up. Repeated absences, as well, will impede your progress towards improving your reading skills. If the occasion does arise that you will not be able to attend, please e-mail me to let me know that you will not be in class. Any student who has more than six absences before the mid-term will be dropped. If you cannot attend class regularly or arrive on time consistently, it might benefit you to enroll in this course at another time. Also, if you miss class, it will be your responsibility to find out what you have missed. Do not depend entirely on the assignment schedule. 
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Late Work: 
Late work will not be accepted except under special circumstances and only with the permission of the instructor. 
Expectations for Classroom Behavior: 
*I expect students to be respectful of others; this includes respect for others’ ideas and opinions. 
*While I realize that there are times when it is important to be able to receive phone calls, I would ask that you please put your phone on vibrate if you are expecting a call, and quietly step outside if you need to answer it. Please do not abuse this privilege. 

Plagiarism: 
Work that has not been written by you, but is submitted as your own is plagiarized work. This includes work that has been “edited” by others, papers that are “borrowed,” or research materials that are not accurately cited and included in a bibliography. We will be discussing plagiarism at length so that there is no misunderstanding as to what constitutes plagiarism. Plagiarism is a serious offense. The penalties for turning in work that has been plagiarized can range from getting an “F” on the assignment, with no chance of making it up, to receiving an “F” in the course. 

Accommodations for students with disabilities: 
If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities act (ADA), please notify me immediately. Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs. 

Conferences: 
I am available and am more than happy to meet with you should the need arise. Please e-mail me a few days in advance if you would like to meet with me. I am usually available an hour before class begins if I am given advance notice. 

Important Dates: 
January 7
Instruction Begins

March 17-22
Spring Break (No classes)

May 12-16
Final Exams

