T. Motto

Eng 252 Syllabus
Spring 08

English 252
Writing Improvement  

Spring 2008 

	Instructor:  T. Motto

Phone: 
n/a

Office: 
n/a

Office Hours: 
by appointment
Mailbox: 
Switchboard
E-mail: 
mottotyson@gmail.com 

Email is the best way to get a hold of me outside of class.  If you feel you need more contact information from me, please let me know.
	Section 71060       

MWF 8:00a-9:05a ● DVC 104
4 Units ● 4 hrs/week



Course Description:

Required Text/Materials: 
	Text/Item

Author. ISBN.
	Required/not
	Price Approx.

	Paragraphs at a Glance: 3rd Edition
Lee Brandon (ISBN: 0-618-54227-2)
	Required
	$15.00

	The Essentials of MLA Style: A Guide to Documentation for Writers of Research Papers (ISBN: 978-0395883167)
	Not Required
	Used on Amazon for $1.60

	Pocket Dictionary 
	Not Required
	Used on Amazon for $2.00

	Computer, printer, internet, and email access outside of class
	Required
	Budget at least $20 for printing costs.

	Composition Notebook 
	Required
	$0.25 - $1.00

	Flash/Thumb drive (suggested minimum of 125mb)
	Required
	$9.99


Note: There are MLA Handbooks available in the library and MLA resources available on line at: <http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/>.  
Regular access to computers, printing, internet, and email are absolutely necessary for your success in this course.  By the end of the first week of class, I will expect that you have such access, so make accommodations accordingly.  
Grading: 
Essay #1
15%

Essay #2
15%

Essay #3
15%

Essay #4
15%

Final: Reflection
5%

Final: Letter to Student Next Semester
5%

Journal & Homework
15%

Participation
15%

Note: Essays may be added or dropped over the course of the semester.  Should this happen, the 60 percentage points allotted for essays (1-4) will be reimbursed amongst the total number of essays.  Too, failing to fulfill the minimum requirements of any of the items listed under “Grading” is grounds for failure in the course—please, do all the work!  
Overall: You’ll be writing at least 4500 words (approx. 15+ pages) this semester, and probably a lot more than that.  

Journal: This will be done in your composition notebook.  You’ll be expected to have completed 50 pages of writing by the end of the semester.  The purpose of this journal is to provide you with additional practice drafting your thoughts.  You are allowed to use in-class freewrites and notes to fill up these pages.  However, any additional pages necessary will have to be filled up out of class.  There is no particular topic for the additional writing; it may be related to the class, or it can simply be diary-type writing.  This journal will be “graded by the pound.”  This means that you are only required to fill up 40 pages, and no points will be deducted for spelling, grammar or syntax.  I may review the progress of your journal at midterm, but the final grade for this project will be assigned at the end of the semester.   

A note on structure: I will be expecting all assignments to contain your NAME, the CLASS, the INSTRUCTOR’s name (w/ prefix), the due DATE, and title of the ASSIGNMENT in the top-left corner of everything you turn in.  

Typed: All assignments turned in must be typed.  The only assignments that might pose exception to this rule are freewrites done in class, and turned in at the end of the period.  Type everything!

Participation: 
Attendance and participation play a major part in how well you will do in this course. It is vital that you attend class regularly. If you cannot attend class regularly or arrive on time consistently, it might benefit you to enroll in this course at another time. Also, if you miss class, it will be your responsibility to find out what you have missed. Do not depend entirely on the assignment schedule. 
Late Work: 
Late work will not be accepted except under special circumstances and only with the prior-arranged permission of the instructor. 
Attendance:
Showing up to class is your responsibility.  If you want credit for home/class work, it is up to you to notify me before the start of your period of absence to get all necessary work.  If you miss 9 or more class meetings your grade will be affected; if you miss  12 or more class meetings you will be dropped or fail the course.  

Tardy:
DON’T BE TARDY!  I keep track of your tardies, and you loose participation points because of them.  If you’re 20+ minutes late, it counts as an absence.  

Extra Credit: 

Half a letter grade boost will be given to all students who have perfect attendance at the end of the semester.  Note: Missing class for any reason (sickness, doctor, athletics, etc.) will void you from this extra credit.

Half a letter grade will also be given for completion of the half-unit Writing Center course.  
Expectations for Classroom Behavior: 
I expect you to do your homework, and be thinking ahead about what you have to contribute to class.  Cell phones have become a large part of modern culture in America.  However, text messaging and cell phone use in class will result in point deduction.  I will not be babysitting you on this, nor will I tell you when I dock you points.  For the sake of your engagement in the class, and out of respect for what I have to teach you, please do not use your cell phones in class.  Also, please do not use class time to check your email, Myspace, or other non-class related usage.  Again, I will not be babysitting you on this, but you will lose points.  

Plagiarism: 
Work that has not been written by you, but is submitted as your own is plagiarized work. This includes work that has been “edited” by others, papers that are “borrowed,” or research materials that are not accurately cited and included in a bibliography.  The penalties for turning in work that has been plagiarized can range from getting an “F” on the assignment, with no chance of making it up, to receiving an “F” in the course. Plagiarism is a serious offense.

Accommodations for students with disabilities: 
If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities act (ADA), please notify me immediately. Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs. Remember though, it is your responsibility to notify me of such special needs.

Conferences: 
I look at conferences as a great opportunity for you and I to understand each other’s wants and expectations in greater detail.  Please take advantage of them.  Talk to me in class or via email about setting up conferences as needs arise. 


Important Dates: 
January 7th 
Instruction Begins
January 18th
Last day to drop w/o “W” on transcript

January 21st
No School

January 25th
Last day to drop w/o letter grade

February 15th
No School

March 17-22
Spring Break

Wed May 14th 8-9:00a
Final Exam
Disclaimer: 
This syllabus is subject to change.  You will be noted orally to changes that are made.  If you miss class when such changes are noted, it is your responsibility to inquire as to what changes may have been made.

A Note About the Instructor: 
I earned my Associates Degree in Liberal Arts at College of the Sequoias, a Bachelor of Arts in English Literature at Fresno State University, and am completing a Masters Degree in English Composition at Fresno State University.  I have had poetry published by the International House of Poetry, and have written freelance articles for Fresno State’s The Collegian newspaper.  I have substituted for over two years from Kindergarten through high school in a variety of areas, have taught English for two years at Fresno State University, have taught at College of the Sequoias, and have taught for three semesters at Reedley College.  












