ENGLISH IA –SPRING- 2008

Syllabus – Reedley College

Instructor: Corinna Ruth


Dates to Remember:
Schedule #53035



Jan. 7 – Instruction begins

3:30 – 5:20 P.M.



Jan. 21 – Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday

T – Soc. 35




Feb. 15-18 – Presidents’ Day Holiday
TH – Hum. 62




March 7 – Last day to drop this class
Voice Mail 638-3641 Ext. 3935

March 17-22 – Spring recess
Office hrs. – by appointment


May 13 – Final Exam Day – 3:00-4:50 P.M.
e-mail – corinna.ruth@reedleycollege.edu
May 16 – Spring Semester ends
Texts/Supplies:

Outlooks and Insights, Paul Eschholz and Alfred Rosa (fourth edition)
The Concise Wadsworth Handbook, Kirszner & Mandel (second edition)

Memory stick/thumb drive/zip drive with a USB port to save your work; a good dictionary; a portfolio folder.

Course Objectives:

Writing expository prose, including a research paper. Analytical oral and written discussion on the essays, short stories, and poetry in your text. This course is designed for transfer students.

Requirements:

You will be expected to write four essays (4-5 pages) and one research paper (10 pages). You will also be required to respond in writing (2 page in-class essay) to reading assignments in which you will be asked to reflect on the artistry of the literary work and its implications to our American culture. In addition, you will respond to the assigned sentence structure and grammar activities from your writer’s handbook. You will write a final exam in which you will evaluate your portfolio.
Grading:

A total of 1000 points is possible for the semester.

Four essays (4-5 pages) – 100 points each

One research paper (10 pages) – 300 points 

In-class essays – 100 points

Sentence style, paragraphs, grammar, and punctuation exercises – 100 points

Final exam essay – 100 points

Papers will not be accepted after the due dates. See tentative schedule for details.

Grades will be computed on a percentage basis: 900-1000=A; 800-899=B; 700-799=C; 600-699=D. You must receive a C average or better in order to pass this class.

Grading (continued):


A good essay contains the following characteristics:

· good mechanics, spelling, usage, and syntax

· strong organization and structure with a solid main point or idea (thesis)

· development of your main idea or thesis with the use of examples, testimony, or statistics

· evidence of an effective writing style, tone, purpose, and creativity

All essays must be typed and double-spaced with a one-inch margin on all four sides and the use of #12 font. I will accept no late papers. The due date for essays will be clearly indicated on the essay prompt. 

Attendance:
You will be expected to come to class on time each day and stay for the entire period. A sign-in sheet will be available. After eight hours of absences (for whatever reason) I may drop you through March 7. You may drop this class or be dropped through March 7, but after this date a letter grade will be assigned.

Plagiarism:

Plagiarism is the use of someone else’s work as though it were your own. This includes another student’s work or information from the internet or other sources. Plagiarism is against the law and could result in an F grade for the course.
Tentative Schedule:

See the attached tentative schedule for the semester. This is, of course, subject to change.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE:

All rhetorical essays – 4-5 pages. Research paper – 10 pages.

Grammar tests will be taken directly from your handbook.

In-class essays – approximately 2-3 pages. Be prepared to respond in writing to all assigned readings.

Week 1 – Writing samples and review of syllabus.

Week 2 – Narrative Essay #1 “Once More to the Lake” (79-85). Polished draft due Thurs. in computer lab. Exercises in handbook due this week.

Week 3 – In-class written response to “How I Learned to Read and Write” by Frederick Douglass (276-80) on Thurs. Exercises in handbook due this week.  
Week 4 – Narrative Essay #1 “Once More to the Lake” p. 79-85. Final draft due Thurs. in computer lab. Exercises in handbook due this week.
Week 5 – In-class written response to “Harrison Bergeron” by Kurt Vonnegut (460-65) on Thurs. Exercises in handbook due this week.

Week 6 – Narrative Essay #2 “Miss Duling” (282) and “A Worn Path” (129) by Eudora Welty. Polished draft due Thurs. in computer lab. Exercises in handbook due this week.

Week 7 – In-class written response to “Reading Poems” (24-26) in your text. “Shakespearean Sonnets” and Frost’s “The Road not Taken” (97). Analyze: How does the form affect the message of the poetry? Exercises in handbook due this week.

Week 8 – Narrative Essay #2 “Miss Duling” (282) and “A Worn Path” (129) by Eudora Welty. Final draft due Thurs. in computer lab. Exercises in handbook due this week. Portfolios due this week.
Week 9 – In-class written response to Gary Soto’s “One Last Time” (262) on Thurs. Exercises in handbook due this week.

Week 10 – Comparison/Contrast Essay #3 “Paul’s Case” (164) by Willa Cather and “In the Region of Ice” (290) by Joyce Carol Oates (character study). Polished draft due on Thurs. Exercises in handbook due this week. 
Week 11 – Research paper – Argumentation/Persuasion Essay. Primary source, thesis, and antithesis due this week. In-class written response to “Those Winter Sundays” by Robert Hayden (124) and “Theme for English B” by Langston Hughes (287) on Thurs. No handbook assignment this week.
Week 12 – Research paper – 4-5 sources for works cited due this week. Comparison/Contrast Essay #3 “Paul’s Case” (164) by Willa Cather and “In the Region of Ice” (290) by Joyce Carol Oates. Final draft due Thurs. in computer lab.

Week 13 – Research paper – Works Cited page due this week (10-15 sources). All sources must come from the Reedley College Library database, which includes magazines, journals, and newspapers. All books must also come from the RCL. 
Classification/Division Essay #4 “Advertising’s Fifteen Basic Appeals” (429) by Jib Fowles. Polished draft due Thurs. in computer lab. Final draft of Essay #4 may be handed in any time during the rest of the semester.

Week 14 – Research paper – First 2 pages of research paper due this week. This includes your introduction with thesis statement and is followed by at least one or two supporting points with quotes from your sources (rule of thumb: 1-2 quotes for each supporting point). 

Week 15 – Research paper – All but conclusion of your research paper due this week. No other assignments.

Week 16 – Research paper – Polished draft of entire research paper due this week. This includes the Title Page, Outline, Body of paper (10 pages), and the Works Cited (10 sources minimum).

Week 17 – Research paper – Final draft of research paper due this week. Hand in with your portfolio. This includes: 4 essays, 4 in-class essays, and your research paper. You may also include your handbook exercises. 

Week 18 – Final exam on Tues., May 13, 3:00 – 4:50 P.M.
