English 1A Syllabus, Spring, 2008*
Note:  please read the entire syllabus—it has important information for you.
(53022) Tuesday and Thursday, 10-12 in SOC 35 and HUM 62.
Instructor: S. Bowie
Office: CCI 215 Phone: 638-3641, ex. 3273
Office hours: M-F, 9 a.m.
E-mail: sydney.bowie@reedleycollege.edu
Catalog Description:

Writing expository prose, including the research paper; analytical reading and discussion of other writing. Designed primarily for transfer students.

English 1A is the equivalent of freshman composition at the University of California and at the California State Universities such as Fresno State. Students taking this class must know the fundamentals of good writing and be able to read and critique college-level texts, both fiction and non-fiction. 

Required textbooks:

Outlooks and Insights-4th Edition, Eschholtz and Rosa (ISBN 0-312-10110-4).

Concise Wadsworth Handbook (2d Edition), Kirszner (ISBN1-4130-1030-X)

Books are available in the Reedley College bookstore. 
Attendance: Attendance is required. Students with more than four absences will be dropped. Students leaving class or computer lab early will be marked absent. Last day to drop without grade: 7 March
Grades: The final grade for the course will be based on the following major assignments:
	Essay 1-Introductory Paragraphs (300 words)
	 50 points

	Essay 2-4--Three thesis papers (500 words)
	 150 points 

	Midterm 
	 50 points

	Research paper draft (full text and works cited list)
	50 points

	Completed research paper
	150 points

	Final 
	 50 points

	Lab quizzes, homework, extra credit: awarded as required
	100 points

	Total Points Possible 600
	


A= 90%, B=80%, C=65%. 

Major Assignments

Research paper: Twelve hundred words on one of the research topics. It will require researching information from a variety of sources: encyclopedias, magazines, newspapers, reference works, and computer databases. Students may use the Internet for part of their research. The papers need to be in presentable form; we use the MLA-format found in your style manual. Students will need to turn in a draft paper for this assignment.

Essays: Students are required to turn three 500-word papers. The point of these papers is to support a thesis statement using information from the assigned reading. These assignments should only be attempted after careful reading of the texts.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is this a hard class? I don't think so, but students have to do quite a lot of writing. There are three major papers, a research paper, a quite a few response papers. Also, students need to do a considerable amount of reading. The class has many essays to consider, which require reading in depth, taking notes, and thinking. These kinds of activities can be difficult, but students who work will develop very useful skills. 
Is there a lot of homework? There are assignments, reading and writing due at each class meeting. Homework counts as part of your class participation grade. It is read and corrected, if necessary, recorded and handed back. 
What skills should I have to take this class? You should have taken English 125 and English 126 or scored sufficiently high on the placement test. Even so, English 25 is excellent preparation for this class. In addition, you should have ordinary computer skills, including keyboarding and word processing. If you do not have any computer experience, the class is that much harder, since you must learn two subjects at once.
What skills will I gain?  See below. 

Do you give "pop" quizzes? Sometimes. 
May I turn in late papers? Not unless there is a very good reason like an emergency. Work and vacations are not emergencies (usually). Check with the instructor.

How do I figure out my grade?  Add up your points you’ve earned on the assignments and divide by the possible points. A students will have .90 or greater (90%), B is .80 and C is .65 or 65 percent. Assignments missed count no points.
What can I do to get a good grade? Attend class, do the reading, turn in thoughtful papers. I'll help you with the papers part--as much as you want. 
How can I tell how I'm doing? Keep your papers and see me after class or during the 
office hours (which I keep). I have found that most students who drop the class never come to an office hour to discuss their work. That kind of behavior can be very  wasteful. 
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Skills to Learn: Students successfully completing this course will learn a variety of skills. Students will be able:


To read a text closely for meaning and style, testing it against the student's experience and judgment.


To write a college-level essay of about three pages that is organized and contains few errors in � HYPERLINK "" \l "standard" �Standard English�.


To write organized paragraphs that are coherent, unified and fit the purpose intended (illustration, contrast/comparison, etc.).


To improve sentences by eliminating weakness of style and usage.


To read a longer work, like a novel, and write thoughtfully about it.


To understand basic terms of grammar and to understand the reasons for such knowledge.


To be familiar with common errors of punctuation, usage and to avoid these errors.


To write a college-level research paper in the MLA style, using various methods to make the process easier and more accurate.


To judge their composition skills against known college-level standards.


To read and understand quality essays and works of literature by well-known British and American authors.











