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Course Description:  This reading course is one level below English 1A and currently meets the graduation requirement.  It provides instruction and practice in which you’ll develop college-level proficiencies in vocabulary usage and comprehension: literal, analytical, and critical.  You’ll also develop and improve your various reading and reporting strategies for different styles of academic writing.  It is a three-unit class offered for a letter grade.  If you wish, you may make arrangements with the adminis-tration to take the course credit/noncredit.  For more information on the grading scale, see the Point Total Sheet.   
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Required Books and Materials
( Academic Vocabulary , by Smith and Mare

( A binder

( The American Heritage Dictionary, fourth edition
( A folder

( A 12-week subscription to Newsweek magazine
*
( A stapler
( $5—this is your library card in class

*A subscription card to Newsweek magazine comes packaged in your vocab-ulary textbook.  Don’t throw it away!  Give it to me—I’ll send the cards in as a class subscription. 
Class Participation and Attendance
Come to class on time and ready to work.  It is your responsibility not to interact with your phone or MP3 player in class.  Cell phones and other beeping paraphernalia must be turned off/muted and put away when class begins.  You will be told to leave if your phone rings or if you insist upon text messaging in class.   Please ask for permission before bringing children or other guests.  Students with more than eight absences before March 7 will be dropped.
Classroom Use Policies

It is a campus-wide policy that no food or drink should be consumed in any of the classrooms.  We will observe that policy in our class.  Plastic bottles and other containers of water than can be re-sealed are permitted in the classroom.
Special Circumstances
It is your responsibility to let me know ASAP if you have a diagnosed learning disability or any other learning situation that needs to be discussed.
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Week
Dates

Topics and Activities
   
__________________ 

1
1/7-1/10
Introduction to Course; begin fiction reading; Successful Student 

Activity #1: Self evaluation and goals; Practice with Reading 

Conference Form; Begin fiction reading

2        1/14-1/15
Academic ReadingGetting Started and  Chapter 1; introduction to 

Successful Student Activity #2: Campus scavenger hunt; Introduction to summary process

3
1/22-1/24*
Academic Reading Chapter 2; ; Successful Student Activity #3: 

Textbook Shopping; Summary process continued

Friday of Week 3 is the last day to add a semester-length course

4
1/28-1/31
Academic Reading Chapter 3; Fact vs. opinion; introduction to 

thinking patterns  Fiction pages goal for a C grade: 350 pages 

5
2/4-2/7

Academic Reading Chapter 4; Introduction to Newsweek 

magazine; Identifying topic/thesis in news stories; Successful 

Student Activity #4: Time Management

Friday of this week is your last day to change to CR/NC grading

6
2/11-2/14*
Academic Reading Chapter 5; Problem/solution pattern 

in news stories; Successful Student Activity #5:  Checking an 

Online Grade Record 

!!!Every student should have had at least one READING CONFERENCE by now!!!

6-week progress reports are based on graded work to date

This is a four-day week end due to two presidents’ holidays

7
2/19-2/21*
Academic Reading Chapter 6; Exploring compare/contrast pattern 

in news stories; Fiction pages goal for a C grade:
350 pages 


8
2/25-2/28
Academic Reading Chapter 7; Exploring other thinking pattern in 

news stories; Successful Student Activity #6:  Evaluating letters 

to the editors of Newsweek.  
9
3/3-3/6

Academic Reading Chapter 8; Exploring other thinking patterns 

in news stories 

Friday of this week is your last day to drop a semester-length class

10
3/10-3/13
Academic Reading Chapter 9; Exploring other thinking patterns 

in news stories; Fiction pages goal for a C grade:  500

Spring Break is March 17-21 
11
3/24-3/27
Academic Reading Chapter 10; Exploring other thinking patterns 

in news stories; SSA #7: Collaborative Learning


12
3/31-4/
3
Academic Reading Chapter 11; Exploring other thinking patterns 

in news stories 
13
4/7-4/10
Academic Reading Chapter 12; Exploring other thinking patterns 

in news stories; SSA #8: Oral Presentation 

14
4/14-4/17
Academic Reading Chapter 13; Exploring other thinking patterns 

in news stories; SSA #9 Writing an Online Book Review 











15
4/21-4/24
Academic Reading Chapter 14; Exploring other thinking patterns 

in news stories


16
4/28-5/1
Academic Reading Chapter 15; Exploring other thinking patterns 

in news stories; SSA #9: Collaborative Learning 


17
5/5-5/8

Academic Reading Chapter 16; Make up Newsweek assignment for 

those who need them (maximum of three); Make up vocabulary 

assignments for those who need them (maximum of two) 

18
5/12-5/15
Finals week:  Our final exam period is Monday, May 12, 

from 11-12:50; SSA #10: Self and course evaluation; last 

opportunity for book talks; last opportunity to hand in make up 

work

* =Short weeks due to holidays
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Communication:





If you have concerns about anything—homework, your written work, class activities, absences, plagiarism, or anything else related to this class, please come to my office hours, email me, or call me—don’t assume anything until you’ve heard it for sure from me:





Office Hours:


Monday through Friday


10:00 -11:00





If this time does not work for you, you may also email me for an ap-pointment.





�





Don’t just go away!




















III. COURSE OBJECTIVES








	(Specify major objectives in terms of the observable knowledge and/or skills to be attained.)





In the process of completing this course, students will:





A.	recognize and use new vocabulary with the aid of context clues, morphological clues, syntactic information, redundancy, and 	dictionary skills.





B.	comprehend and discuss both literal and implied meanings in material up to twelfth grade level of difficulty.





C.	analyze various writing techniques and their effects on the reading process.





D.	evaluate the credibility of authors' treatments.





E.	relate old knowledge to new.





F.	use study skill techniques of previewing, organizing strategies, synthesizing and summarizing to report on readings.





G.	vary reading strategies and rate according to the needs of the assignment or the level of difficulty of the writing.





H.	discuss the relevance of the readings in terms of personal knowledge gained or attitudinal changes resulting from the 	readings.





I.	apply these skills to short text passages, journal articles, and  to independent reading of two full-length books.




























































































ppear!
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Course Objectives


Upon successful completion of this course, you should be able to:


Use new techniques to learn the  


  meanings of new college-level   


  words.


Identify the central point various types of texts.  


Distinguish between major and minor supporting details and recognize the logical relationships that exist among them..


Recognize and identify thinking patterns that writers use to organize information.


Distinguish among statements of fact, personal opinion, and reasoned opinion.


Understand and state an author’s intent in a text and how it relates to the central point.


Recognize an author’s tone, attitude, or bias in a text.


Make inferences that are logical, 


      reasonable, and probable that are 


      based on accurate understanding 


      of what you’ve read.


Accurately summarize works of 


      fiction in your own words.





Visit and use the course Blackboard site often to check grades and announcements:  On the school web page, select Blackboard.  To log in, use your student number for both your ID and your password.








