REEDLEY COLLEGE

ENGLISH 125

COLLEGE WRITING SKILLS
3/10/2008-5/16/2008

Instructor: Kim Sheffield

Days/Time/Room: M & W  2:00PM – 3:50PM   BUS 41

                               T & TH  2:00PM – 3:50PM   SOC 31

Email:sheffield@scccd.org OR mksheffield@comcast.net
In an EMERGENCY you may reach me at 559 816-2663

Required Texts

Kirszner & Mandell. Patterns for College Writing. 10th ed. Bedford/St. Martins

Common Sense Guide to Grammar and Usage. Bedford/St. Martins

Course Overview and Objectives

English 125 is the development of the process of writing, revising, and finishing short papers, including the logical development and organization of ideas. Emphasizes avoiding common writing errors; develops reading skills by reading model essays and analyzing rhetorical strategies; develops critical thinking skills by matching the structures of writing to meaning and audience, and by using writing as thinking, to explore and express ideas. 

Upon completion of this course the student will be able to: identify the author’s point of view and identify supporting arguments; apply higher level thinking skills such as making comparisons, contrasts, predictions, inferences, and drawing conclusions; compose coherent essays of at least 300 words, each of which has an introduction, thesis statement, body of supporting paragraphs, and conclusion; compose coherent essays in response to in-class essay test questions; outline  material and use outlines to plan written work; demonstrate use of standard academic grammar, punctuation, spelling, and proofreading; follow MLA guidelines for essay formatting; write an essay of 1000 words or more correctly citing at least three sources; verbally present writing ideas and criticism.

Course Format

I have designed my coursework to help you develop the skills necessary to become a successful college writer. You will also be developing your awareness of the strengths and weaknesses in your writing and using this insight to write more effectively. You will be working to improve your ability to read a variety of texts critically and to think analytically. In order to accomplish these goals, you must be willing to work hard, practice these skills, and apply them to your writing. As a group, we will be creating an environment in which you will share your work at all stages of development with other writers, so be prepared to share what you write. As a result of this multi-level process, you will become a more competent, and confident, reader-thinker, and writer.

While I find it useful to give brief lectures to provide contextual information of the topic under discussion, this will not be a course where you are asked to listen passively. It will be a course in which you are expected to actively participate in lively discussions of the reading material. Active participation here means talking in class about course material and the issues at hand. In order to actively participate, students should come to class having completed and studied the material assigned for that day. This kind of preparation will significantly increase your ability to understand the material and facilitate interesting and constructive classroom discussions. In addition, several class sessions will be conducted in a collaborative, workshop style. As students work their way through the material and their writing, they will share their writings with other students and provide constructive feedback on another’s writing.

Course Requirements and Grades

Final grades will be based on the following:

1. Short Writing Assignments    0-80
(10 Minute Writes and Reading Responses)
You will be required to turn in short, informal papers that aim to have you write about the course material at hand. Although these assignments will be short, they do have to be serious and MUST BE MORE THAN ONE (1) PARAGRAPH. I will expect you to spend more than a few minutes on this writing, and I will expect that your writing shows that you are thinking critically about the subject matter. You are the primary audience for this writing. In this view, your short writing assignments should be a kind of conversation that you have with the material. That is, these writing assignments should give you the space to think through some of the concepts and ideas in the literature as well as in our classroom discussions.

Each 10 Minute Write is worth 0-50 points. Each Reading Response is worth 0-80 points. These writing assignments will be graded on thoroughness and depth of insight. Since Reading Responses are done at home, I will expect more analysis.

2. Participation and Attendance  100 points Ea.
Class attendance is critical. Since a portion of your grade is based on class participation, it will behoove you to attend each class session. Surely there are verifiable, justifiable excuses for absence, but then there are the other reasons … don’t be absent for the other reasons: hangover, laziness, non-contagious illness, oversleeping, hunger, dehydration, etc. I am highly intolerant of excessive absence - and so is the college, so make coming to class part of your routine.

**All appointments, interviews, meetings with counselors should be scheduled outside of class time. If you work, inform your employer of your class schedule.

**If you miss any of the first week of class, you WILL be dropped.

**You can miss up to 3 class sessions before your grade drops one full letter. 

**If you come to class more than 10 minutes late, you might be considered absent or tardy.

**Two tardies = one absence

If you come late to class, after roll has been taken, you are responsible to make sure my records have been corrected to show that you were in class. Excessive tardiness will also affect your grade.

3. Papers  100-200 points Ea.
Throughout the semester, you will turn in several papers. I will grade and return the papers with comments and suggestions for revision. You may revise and rewrite these papers, if you choose. You will have one week to submit your revision. 

     *******PLEASE NOTE*******

EVERY ESSAY ASSIGNMENT MUST HAVE THE THESIS STATEMENT AND TOPIC SENTENCES EITHER HIGHLIGHTED, CAPITALIZED, OR IN BOLD PRINT. 

     ***ESSAYS THAT ARE NOT SET UP IN THIS FORMAT WILL

      NOT BE ACCEPTED.

      4.
QUIZZES & EXAMS  100-200 points Ea.

At the end of the semester, the assignments usually equal between 1780-1980 points.

100-89% = A, 88-80% = B, 79-70% = C, 69-60% = D, 59% and below = F

Course Policies

Late Work:

It is important to keep up with your assignments. NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED. Assignments are due at the beginning of the class period. If you come to class more than 15 minutes late, any assignment due that day will NOT be accepted---NO EXCEPTIONS!

Student Conferences:

In addition to any scheduled conferences, you are encouraged to discuss any aspect of this course or any aspect of your work in it with me at any time during the semester.
      Students with Disabilities: 
Upon identifying themselves to the instructor and the college, students with disabilities will receive reasonable accommodation for learning and evaluation.**Note: Students with disabilities have the responsibility to identify themselves to the instructor.
Plagiarism:

This occurs when we allow someone else’s words or ideas to stand as our own, either because we simply do not know how to properly document them, or because we have consciously chosen to do this.  Regardless of the reasoning, plagiarism of any kind is always unacceptable and carries a harsh penalty.  It will not be tolerated in any form in this class, including any “recycling” of work you have written in other classes, or any internet “cutting and pasting” into your own writing.  If your work is found to be plagiarized in any way, shape, or form, you will receive a zero on that assignment, and then will be reported to the college President.

BOTTOM LINE…JUST DON’T DO IT!
Cell Phones:

No one in class, especially your instructor, wants to be interrupted by your personal life. Therefore the use of cellular phones during class is prohibited. Please be sure that your phone is turned off during class. Violators will be asked to leave class and will receive zero credit for the day.

**Remember to SAVE EVERYTHING YOU WRITE! No writing assignment you do this semester will be without purpose or benefit. Class writing assignments and essays may be used as raw material for later assignments. There will be group work on papers, and I may use samples of student writing for class discussion or as illustrations of common problems or special qualities in your writing. **

Contacting the Instructor:
The BEST way to contact me is by email (mksheffield@comcast.net). I check this several times a day and will respond to your email as quickly as I am able. Should you need to reach me in an emergency, please do not hesitate to contact me via my cell phone. The number is at the top of the syllabus. Please do not abuse this privilege.
And finally, it is my hope that this class will give you the opportunity to improve your writing skills by providing you with practice, practice, and more practice. Taking full advantage of this opportunity will require work-- hard work, but work that is challenging and often more fun and interesting than you might have imagined.

welcome!!

	CLASS AGENDA
 (subject to change at the whim of the instructor)




	Date
	Topic / Assignment

	Week 1:

Mon. Mar. 10
	In-class: Syllabus and texts; Getting acquainted; Semester at a glance; Introduce thematic/rhetorical approach; Diagnostic

Homework: GET YOUR BOOKS!!

	Tues. Mar. 11


	In-class: The Writing Process; Reading to Write; modes of writing; highlighting, annotating, note-taking; in-class reading “What’s in a Name?” (Gates) pg. 5; Comprehension exercises pgs. 8-9; (Grammar text) Unit Four (Using Correct Verb Tenses)

Homework: Read Chapter 1 pgs. 1-12 AND Part One Chapters 2-3 pgs. 13-50 Invention and Arrangement; List 3 things you learned from each section (Invention, Arrangement). Be prepared to discuss these in class; complete Unit Four Overview pg. 93 (Grammar text)

	Wed. Mar. 12
	In-class: Continue Part One with exercises (Chapters 2-3); understanding the assignment;

 Grammar: Unit Four Overview & Homonyms and Frequently Confused Words

Homework: Read Chapter 4-5 pgs. 51-79 (Drafting and Revising & Editing and Proofreading); List 3 things you learned from each section; Read through Grammar text Lesson 9 (Present, Past, and Tense Shifting) 

	Thurs. Mar. 13

	In-class: Continue Part One with exercises (Chapters 4-5); Applying These Skills; Grammar: Lesson 9 (Present, Past, and Tense Shifting) & Subjects-Verbs-Prepositional Phrases

Homework: Review (Patterns) Chapters 2-5 & Grammar Text Sentence Practice 1 & 3 pg. 98-99

	
	March 17- 21   SPRING BREAK    NO SCHOOL


	Week 2

Mon. Mar. 24
	In-class: Patterns Chapter 2-5 review (possible quiz); more Applying These Skills; Topic Sentences, Supporting Sentences, Thesis statements; Intro to Part Two (Readings for Writers) & Intro to Narration and Description (Chapters 6-7); Grammar: more Subjects-Verbs-Prepositional Phrases

Homework: Read Chapter 6 (Narration) pgs. 81-93 & “Only Daughter” )Cisneros pg. 96; List 3 things you learned from this chapter

	Tues. Mar. 25
	In-class: 10-minute write (Cisneros); Narration discussion; More topic sentence strategy, thesis statements; Grammar: Subjects-Verbs-Prepositional Phrase & Subject-Verb Agreement

Homework: Read “Finishing School” (Angelou) pg. 101; Consider Question #1 (Writing Workshop) pg. 106…we will begin writing this IN CLASS; Grammar text Unit Three (Read through)

	Wed. Mar. 26
	In-class: Using Question #1 (Writing Workshop  pg. 106) write short narrative essay; discuss reading/writing (collaborative workshop on topic sentence/thesis statement);Discuss Chapter 7 (Description); time permitting Grammar text Unit Three (Making Subjects and Verbs Agree)

Homework: Complete essay; Read Chapter 7 (Description) pgs. 143-151; List 3 things you learned from this chapter

	Thurs. Mar. 27
	In-class: Narrative essay due Discuss Chapter 7; visual text pg. 160; in-class reading “Ground Zero”( Berne) pg. 162; in-class write; More on Topic Sentence Strategy; Thesis statements; Grammar: More Subject-Verb Agreement

Homework: Read “The Amazon Queen” (Allende) pg. 173; Grammar text Unit Two (Expanding the Basic Sentence) pgs. 32-35

	Week 3

Mon. Mar. 31
	In-class: 10 minute write; discuss reading; Review Chapters 6-7; Grammar: Sentence Types )simple, compound, complex); Use of coordinating conjunctions Unit Two (Grammar text)

Homework: Review learned skills

	Tues. Apr. 1
	In-class: Writing assignment pg. 200 (applying the skills you have learned thus far); Grammar: more conjunctions

Homework: Complete writing assignment; Glance at Chapter 8 (Exemplification) 

	Wed. Apr. 2
	In-class: Collaborative workshop writing assignment AND writing assignment due; Intro to Chapter 8 (Exemplification); Grammar: intro to comma usage (Parts of Unit Two (32-35) and Unit Six (165-183)

Homework: Read Chapter 8 (Exemplification) pgs. 203-217; List 3 things you learned from this chapter

	Thurs. Apr. 3
	In-class: Class reading “The Human Cost of an Illiterate Society” (Kozol) pg. 252; exercises pgs. 259-261; Grammar: Commas (time permitting)

Homework: Write an essay response using Question 2 (Writing Workshop)  pg. 261

	Week 4

Mon. Apr. 7
	In-class: Essay response due; Intro to Chapter 10 (Cause and Effect); Grammar: Commas, Run-ons Grammar text (Part of Unit One) pg. 20

Homework: Read Chapter 10 (Cause and Effect) pgs.327- 343; Bring newspaper to class on Tuesday; Review grammar learned thus far

	Tues. Apr. 8
	In-class: In your newspaper, search for an article that best represents Cause/Effect; activity

Homework: Work on Cause/Effect report/essay; review grammar

	Wed. Apr. 9
	In-class: continue Cause/Effect; pg. 344 (Louis Requena photo); Grammar: review

Homework: Cause/Effect essay; review grammar

	Thurs. Apr. 10
	In-class: Cause/Effect essay due; class reading “Why Boys Don’t Play with Dolls” (Pollitt) pg. 361; exercises; grammar Q & A

Homework: review grammar 

	week 5

Mon. Apr. 14
	In class: grammar quiz; Grammar: Fragments (Unit One pg. 9 Grammar text)

Homework: Read “The Black Table is Still There (Graham) pg. 366; Reading Response; Read through Unit Five (Grammar text)

	Tues. Apr. 15
	In-class: Reading Response due; Intro to Comparison and Contrast; activity; Grammar: Pronouns (Unit Five Understanding Pronouns) Grammar text

Homework: Read Chapter 11 (Comparison and Contrast) pgs. 387-406; List 3 things you learned from this chapter 



	Wed. Apr. 16
	 In-class: Discuss Compare/Contrast; discuss student essay “Brain versus Brawn” pg. 396; Comparing photos pgs. 407-408; Grammar: Pronouns continued (Unit Five)

Homework: Read “Two Ways to Belong in America” (Mukherjee) pg. 415 and “Chinese Space, American Space” (Tuan) pg. 421; Grammar text Unit Five

	Thurs. Apr. 17
	In-class: 10 minute write; discuss readings; Comprehension exercises; Grammar: More pronouns

Homework: Essay answering question #3 (Writing Workshop) pg. 419; time permitting look over Unit Six pgs. 192-201 Grammar text

	Week  6
Mon. Apr. 21


	In class: Essay drafts checked (Workshop); Grammar: Pronouns (Unit Five), Modifiers (Part of Unit Six); Intro to Argumentation 

Homework: Read Chapter 14 (Argumentation) pgs. 555-573; List 3 things you learned from this chapter

	Tues. Apr. 22
	In-class: Argumentation; reading student essay pg. 576; discuss; discuss pg. 583’s ad; exercises; debate issues/teams

Homework: preliminary debate and essay research

	Wed. Apr. 23
	 In class: Library visit

Homework: work on debate issues; Grammar text Read Unit Nine pg. 299 Parallelism

	Thurs. Apr. 24
	In class: Argumentation continued; debate teams meet; Grammar: Parallelism (Unit Nine pg. 299 Grammar text)

Homework: debate and argument essay planning

	week 7

Mon. Apr. 28
	 In class: More on Argument/Persuasion

Homework: debate and argument essay planning

	Tues. Apr. 29
	In class: Debates

Homework: Argument essay thesis statement

	Wed. Apr. 30
	 In class: thesis statement check (Workshop); Argument essay Q & A; Grammar review

Homework: Argument essay drafts

	Thurs. May 1
	In class: Work on argument essay drafts

Homework: complete essay drafts

	week 8

Mon. May 5
	In class: Argument rough drafts due (Workshop); Grammar review

Homework: review grammar

	Tues. May 6
	In class: drafts returned; grammar quiz

Homework: Work on Argument essay final drafts

	Wed. May 7
	In class: hold for troubleshooting

Homework: complete argument final draft

	Thurs. May 8
	 In class: Review…applying the skills

Homework: complete argument final draft

	week 9

Mon. May 12
	In class: Argument final draft due;

Homework: review 

	Tues. May 13
	In class: Review

Homework: review

	Wed. May 14
	Review

	Thurs. May 15
	Finals


