Reedley College - Spring 2008

English 125 – 53009 –  Writing Improvement

Ms. Katherine Luttrell – T BUS140 & Th CCI202
Phone: 259-7984 Email: katecl@sbcglobal.net
Office Hours: TBA
Course Description

Development of the process of writing, revising, and finishing short papers, including the logical development and organization of ideas.  Emphasizes avoiding common writing errors; develops writing skills by reading model essays and analyzing rhetorical strategies; develops critical thinking skills by matching the structures of writing to meaning and audience, and by using writing as thinking, exploring and expressing ideas.

Course Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, you should be able to:  

A. Pre-write constructively to generate ideas and determine ideas, opinions, positions, and ultimately theses and plans

B. Respond to a prompt quickly and independently 

C. Write a developed essay with a clear thesis and support

D. Write with some sophistication:  introduction should be more than a thesis; a conclusion should be more than a summary; an essay should have ample substance

E. Plan and revise fairly independently employing all stages of the writing process as necessary and appropriate

F. Recognize and revise common errors such as problems with comma splices throughout a piece

G. Construct idiomatically correct sentences although there may be an “accent” resulting from a consistent type of ESL error

H. Use a variety of rhetorics and structures, including documented sources

I. Use MLA style with some guidance to set up papers and document sources

Required Texts and Materials

· A Commonsense Guide to Grammar & Usage by Larry Beason and Mark Lester
· Pattersn Plus: A Short Prose Reader with Argumentation 8th Edition by Mary Lou Conlin 

· Internet access:  You will need a working email account  
· A method to save copies of your work (floppy disks or memory stick) 
· College ruled 8.5” x ll” binder paper

· Binder, notebook or some other form of organinzing daily writings and notes 

· Pens and/or pencils 
Assignments and Grading

Note:  Assignment types and weights are subject to change.  
A=90-100%, B=80-89%, C=70-79%, D=60-69%, F=0-59%
20% 
Research based main-paper

20% 
In-Class Essays (2)
20%
Out-of-Class Essays (2)
20%
Tests (2)

15%
Homework/Class Participation
5%
Presentation (1)

Here are some writing musts:
· All essays must follow MLA format.  We will review these guidelines early on. Essays must be typed, double-spaced, in font Times New Roman size 12, and have been proofread before submission. 

· I WILL NOT READ SLOPPY WORK.  If you do not proofread, I will return the essay to you and you will not receive credit for that assignment.  No exceptions what-so-ever!

· I do not accept late homework.  If you are not going to make it to class, it is your responsibility to get your homework to me ahead of time.  
· Writing Assignments must be turned in on time.  Failure to turn in a writing assignment will result in a failing grade.  
· Always submit your best work.  If you do not, how can I help you improve?

· Enroll in the writing center. 

Tips and such:

· Keep a copy of all your work until the end of the semester.
· Maintain an “I can” attitude – Positive people tend to have positive outcomes (and the opposite is true too).
· Always be prepared for class: If you show-up and you are not prepared, it’s likely that I will ask you to leave and you will receive an absence for that day.

· Showing up is not enough: It’s true that being present helps you to learn, but if you do not do the assignments, you will not pass. 

· Turning work in is not enough: just doing the assignment does not warrant a passing grade. You need to be doing passing work to pass the class. Makes sense, right?

· Please leave your personal life personal. Turn off cell phones before you walk though the door. Remember, you are walking into a learning environment – let’s keep it that way.
· Be respectful of yourself, your peers, and your instructor. Disrespectful / mean behavior will not be tolerated. If you engage in this behavior, you will be asked to leave class and you run the risk of being dropped from the class.

· If you stop coming to the class, be sure to drop. It is your responsibility to do so, not mine. Forgetting to do so could earn you an “F” or “NC” as a final semester grade.  Let me know if you are going to drop so that I don’t worry about you.  
· Attendance & Participation is mandatory. I allow for 3 absences over the duration of the semester. Anything beyond that may result in being dropped from or ultimately not passing the class.  You will also lose participation points for each absence.  I consider 2 tardies/early departures as 1 absence. If you are not here, you can not learn. Again, remember that I ask students who are not prepared or willing to work to leave class for the day. If this occurs, you will be considered absent. There are NO excused absences.
· Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: If you have special needs as assessed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), including alternate media requests, please  notify me immediately. Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs.
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