SPRING 2008

ENGLISH 125: Writing Skills for College
INSTRUCTOR: DEANNA M. GARABEDIAN, MA

T (10:00-11:50 am in-class and additional outside hours on-line)
Phone number: 638-3641

Semester Syllabus 

(This entire syllabus is tentative. Therefore, the contents are subject to change at any time. The class will be notified if any changes occur.)

Welcome to English 125. This course will not only help to improve and enhance your writing skills, but also emphasize the importance of writing as an effective communication tool. Throughout the semester, we will discuss the importance of revision and reading carefully. Moreover, you will keep journals and frequently participate in group activities. Each of you will undoubtedly become an important part of this class as you share your own perspective and unique experiences. Every class meeting is equally important. Therefore, you are expected to attend class and post homework online regularly when requested. Posting assignments online will represent part of your overall grade.
You can leave messages in my mailbox, or you can call me at the switchboard (638-3641). If you have any pressing problems that you need to discuss, please do not hesitate to call me. And, if you have a documented disability and wish to discuss specific academic accommodations, please do not hesitate to discuss this with me as soon as possible.

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.  

Texts and Supplies

· A Common Sense Guide to Grammar and Usage by Larry Beason, 2006
· Patterns for College Writing by Laurie Kirszner, 2007
· The Human Comedy by William Saroyan
· Journal (notepad)
Classroom Requirements
· 4 essays (3 pages, typed, double-spaced, 1 inch margins all around)
· journal entries

· reading of at least one novel

· brief reading and writing assignments (online and in class)
· class participation through discussion and peer response (online and in class)
· quizzes 
· Final research paper and oral presentation 
Class Policies

Attendance: Students may be dropped after 2 consecutive or nonconsecutive absences. If tardiness becomes excessive and problematic, you may be dropped as well. Your grade will depend on your ability to come to class regularly and to post your assignments online regularly. Remember, classroom time and online posting are opportunities to enhance your writing skills, to accrue knowledge, and to earn your grade. 
Quizzes: Quizzes cannot be made up, unless your absence is discussed and cleared with me ahead of time. There will be no exceptions.

Journals: You must keep a journal throughout the semester. In your journals, you will write responses to your reading assignments and complete various freewriting exercises in class.

Draft Peer Response: It is imperative that you attend class during peer response workshops. Through these workshops, you will not only have the opportunity to give valuable feedback to your classmates, but also have the advantage of making your final draft even more successful. Remember: Peer-editing improves your writing.
Essays: Essays must be typed and double-spaced with MLA documentation style, and they are due on the designated date in class. Late papers will not be accepted. It is your responsibility to hand in papers, even if you are or have been absent. An absence is not an excuse for handing in an essay late. You know where and how to reach me. 
Plagiarism: Work submitted in this class must be your original creation. Plagiarism will result in a grade of 0 (an F) for the assignment and possible disciplinary action.

Grading Policy

4 Essays (50 points each)—40% of total grade 

Midterm (50 points)—10% of total grade
Homework Assignments (100 points total)—20% of total grade
Final Research Paper and all of its components (150 points total)—30% of total grade
Total Points = 500 points

A (90%-100%)  B (80%-89%)  C (70%-79%)  D (60%-69%)  F (59% & below)

Tentative Course Outline
Week 1

Intro to English125, Student Profile, Essay Components, In-Class Diagnostic Essay

Week 2

Assign Essay 1 (autobiography/narrative)
Grammar review
Week 3

Essay 1 draft due: peer-editing

Week 4

Essay 1 due

Assign Essay 2 (observation)

Week 5

Essay 2 draft due: peer-editing

Week 6

Essay 2 due

Discuss analytic writing

Week 7

Prepare for Midterm

Discuss analytic writing


Week 8

MIDTERM 
Assign Essay 3 (analytic)

Week 9

Essay 3 draft due: peer-editing

Week 10

Essay 3 due 
Assign and work on Essay 4 (position)

SPRING BREAK (March 17-22)
Week 11

Essay 4 draft due: peer-editing

Week 12

Essay 4 due

Week 13

Assign research paper

Week 14
Research paper—sources due 

Week 15

More on the research paper

Week 16

More on the research paper

Discuss oral presentations


Work on research paper

Week 17

Research paper draft due: peer-editing 
Week 18 (Finals)
Research papers due 



Oral presentations due 
