ENGLISH 105-53000: GRAMMAR AND PUNCTUATION
SPRING 2008
Course Begins January 23, 2008
	Instructor
	Ms. Stacy Ross

	Class Time
	Monday 1:00-1:55 & Wednesday 1:00-1:55

	Class Location
	M: CCI Rm 202 & W: CCI Rm 207

	Voice Mail
	TBA

	E-Mail
	stacy.ross@reedleycollege.edu

	Office Hours
	As arranged


Course Description
English 105 is dedicated to teaching basic grammar, including the fundamental elements of sentence structure and appropriate punctuation.  The purpose of this course is to equip students with the knowledge and tools to analyze sentence structure and punctuation in their own writing.  
Blackboard will be supplemental to this class.  This means that each student must have an e-mail address and access to a computer.  Quizzes, assignments, and other course documents as well as grades will be housed on Blackboard. 
Course Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Construct simple, compound, complex, and compound/complex sentences.

2. Differentiate between phrases and clauses.

3. Asses and analyze sentence structure in their writing.  After learning the underlying principles of grammar and punctuation, students will be able to demonstrate written proficiency, and be able to perform problem-solving formats requiring synthesis and comparison.
Course Content Outline:

I. Grammar
A.  The eight parts of speech (nouns, verbs, etc)

B. The function of the eight parts of speech (subjects, predicates, direct objects, etc.)

C. Phrases vs. Clauses

D. Types of clauses

1.  Independent (main)
2. Dependent (subordinate)

3. Sentence Types

1. Rhetorical 

2. Grammatical
II. Punctuation

A. Commas
B. Semicolons

C. Apostrophes

D. Dashes

E. Quotation Marks
III. Avoiding Faulty Sentences
A. Fragments
B. Run-ons
C. Comma splices
IV. Writing Better Sentences
A. Sentence Combining
B. Subject-Verb agreement
C. Using pronouns appropriately
D. Eliminating wordiness
E. Eliminating redundancy
F. Dangling or misplaced modifiers
Required Course Materials:

♦  Grammar to Go. 2nd ed.  Goldstein, Waugh, Linsky.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin   

    Company, 2007.

♦  A notebook with perforated edges that tear out neatly OR loose 3-ring binder paper.
♦  3 x 5 index cards
♦  A folder to keep ALL drafts of your work.

♦  A memory stick or other reliable way to save ALL of your work.

Attendance Policy

Attendance is required.  Roll will be taken at the beginning of every class meeting and you must stay for the entire period.  If you miss 3 class days within the first 9 weeks I will drop you.  I will not distinguish between excused and unexcused absences so please schedule your work and other appointments around our class time.  Absence will not serve as an excuse for late work; it is your responsibility to turn in your assignments on time regardless.  Assignments will always be updated and posted on Blackboard; it is your responsibility to check it regularly.

Grading:

Class Participation
5%





Homework

20%

Quizzes

20%

Midterm

20%

Project


10%

Final


25%
Class participation includes being present in class and taking part in discussion, whether that is answering questions, asking questions, or participating in conversation. It requires you to have the class assignments read before coming to class.  It also includes Blackboard activity as it will be used as a supplemental learning forum.

Assignment Requirements

♦  Quizzes and posting on Blackboard must be done on time, no late work will be 

    accepted. 

♦  Homework assignments will be due at the BEGINNING of the class period.  Being 

    absent does not excuse you from a due date.  If you are not able to attend class, you  

    must get your work to me before the due date.

♦  Homework cannot be left in my box unless first discussed and approved by me. 


[image: image1]
A Quick Note on Blackboard Etiquette

Blackboard is a place for educated thought, discussion and communication.  It is not the appropriate venue for comments in the style of text message, nor is it appropriate to write in verbal slang as if you are emailing a friend.  Please remember that this is an English writing course so you should use proper punctuation and grammar when posting on Blackboard.  Thank you!

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is the use of someone else’s work as your own.  It includes but is not exclusive to another student’s work, the internet, books, journals, newspaper articles, speeches and lectures.  Plagiarism is cheating and will result in the failing of that assignment as well as the possible failing of the class.  

Final Thoughts

♦  Please return the respect that I have for each of you back to each other as well as to me.

♦  Please believe that writing well (and accurately) is difficult for most of us but it is a 

    learned skill that can be practiced and nurtured until is becomes easier and more 

    effective.  Believe in your ability!!

♦  ASK FOR HELP!!! 

♦  Turn your cell phones and pagers to silent and keep them out-of-sight.  Yes—this 

    means that even text messaging is hereby outlawed in class.

♦  Do not be late to class

♦  No eating in class—we are sharing a learning environment with other students 

    and they shouldn’t have to sit in or smell our mess.

♦  It is your responsibility to officially withdraw from this class should you choose to not 

    attend.  If you fail to do so, you will receive an “F.”  

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), including alternate media requests, please notify me immediately.  Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs.


A = 90-100%


B = 80-89%


C = 70-79%


D = 60-69%


F =    0-59%





Important Dates





January 18	Last day to drop full length classes for refund eligibility


January 21	Martin Luther King Jr. Day **NO CLASSES**


January 25	Last day to drop a Spring 2008 class to avoid a “W”


February 8	Last day to change a Spring 2008 class to/from P/NP (CR/NC)


February 15	Lincoln Day **NO CLASSES**


February 18	Washington Day **NO CLASSES**


March 7		Last day to drop a Spring 2008 class without a letter grade


March 17-22	SPRING BREAK!!   **NO CLASSES**


May 12-16	FINALS WEEK





FINAL


MONDAY MAY 12, 2008


1:00-2:50


Please plan accordingly!  There will be no accommodations made


for travel or other scheduling issues.  
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