Syllabus – Fall 2008
Course:
ESL 266W – Academic Grammar and Writing (50093)
Time/ Location:

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	ESL 266W (54051)
11:00-11:50

POR2
	ESL 266W (54051)
11:00-11:50

POR2
	ESL 266W (54051)
11:00-11:50

HUM62
	ESL 266W (54051)
11:00-11:50

POR2
	--


Important Dates:
Holidays:
1/21, 2/15, 2/18, 3/17 – 3/21


Deadline to drop the class: 3/7


Final Exam: Tuesday, May 13, 2008, 11:00 – 12:50

Instructor:
David Nippoldt


Office: FEM 4C


Office Hours: Monday 1:00 – 3:00; Tuesday 9:00–10:00 AM

Phone: 638-3641 x3100


Email:  
David.Nippoldt@ReedleyCollege.edu

Units:
4 (repeatable once for credit)

Texts and Materials:

Required: 
Engaging Writing, 
Fitzpatrick 
(ISBN: 0131408895) 
$40.00
Required:  
Notebook, binder, or some other form of organization for daily writing and notes

Required: 
8 ½” x 11” lined writing paper, (loose leaf, not bound) 

Required:  
USB Flash Memory
(at least 512 MB) 
Recommended: 
A good English/ English dictionary such as the Longman Dictionary of American English –$33.30
Course Description: A writing course for ESL students completing language training or nearing proficiency but needing to develop academic composition skills before taking college-level courses. Prepares students for English 125 or English 252.
Subject Prerequisites:  ESL 265 and/or appropriate multiple-measure placement by a counselor, which includes score on approved ESL test such as the CELSA. 
Course Objectives:  In the process of completing this course, students will:
A. write essays with discernable structure (beginning/middle/end).

B. write essays on assigned topics using basic rhetorical styles.

C. write summaries and reactions.

D. use cohesive devices within and between paragraphs.

E. practice peer-editing of writing assignments before final editing.

F. adhere to standard English use of prepositions, spelling, punctuation, capitalization and syntax.

G. self-monitor for false cognates.

H. follow accepted English writing conventions.

Course Outcomes:  Upon completion of the course, students will be able to:
A.  write an essay with a discernable structure and clear style

B.  respond to a prompt with minimal dependence on instructor 

C.  revise and edit own academic writing with little or no help

D.  recognize and correct ESL errors such as syntax, false cognates and prepositions

Homework:  Classroom and lab assignments are due at the beginning of the class period on the date due unless stated otherwise.  Some assignments will be turned in via email or online. Unless other arrangements are made, no credit will be given for homework handed in late. Extra work or makeup work will not affect your grade.
Exams and Quizzes:  The date for exams and quizzes will be announced in advance.  If you are absent on the day of an exam or quiz, you will receive a zero score.  You will not be allowed to take the exam on a later day unless you have made arrangements with the instructor before the exam. Some exams and quizzes may be given online.
Grading:  This is a credit / no credit course.  Final grades will be calculated as follows: 

Credit (CR) >70%; 
No Credit (NC)<70%
	Categories                                                             
	Weight

	Multiple-draft essays
	40%

	Homework 
	20%

	Tests
	20%

	Timed impromptu essays (in-class); Final Exam
	20%


Class Participation: Your active participation in class is important for not only you but also your classmates.  Make it your priority to be in class everyday. You are expected to come to class on time with your homework complete, and actively engage in classroom activities such as group discussions and pair practice. If you miss class, you are still responsible for the homework and activities that went on in your absence. Contact a classmate or your teacher for assignments so you can be prepared for the next class.

Canceled Class: In the event that class must be canceled unexpectedly, an official yellow form will be placed on the classroom door by the Deans Office. When you arrive to class, you are responsible to read the notice for any special assignments or instructions. 
Accommodations for students with disabilities: If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible. 

Other Policies: 

· Children are not allowed in class. Adult visitors are allowed with permission of the instructor. Please make arrangements in advance.
· Please do not use cell phones during class time. Set your phone so it does not ring. Do not answer your phone or make calls during class. 
· A student will receive no credit for an assignment or exam if in the opinion of the instructor the student has cheated or plagiarized. 
Schedule (subject to change):

	Date
	Topics, Activities, Tests

	Weeks 1 – 2
	· Engaging Writing Ch. 1:  Description Paragraph #1
· Grammar Topics

	Weeks 3 – 4
	· Engaging Writing Ch. 2:  Narration Paragraph #2
· Grammar Topics

	Weeks 5 – 6
	· Engaging Writing Ch. 3:  Exposition Paragraph #3
· Grammar Topics

	Weeks 7 – 8
	· Engaging Writing Ch. 4:  From Paragraph to Essay, Conventions of Engaging Writing
· Grammar Topics

	Weeks 9 – 10
	· Engaging Writing Ch. 5:  Cause & Effect Essay #1
· Grammar Topics 
· Timed Essay

	Weeks 11 – 12
	· Engaging Writing Ch. 6:  Comparison & Contrast Essay #2
· Grammar Topics

	Weeks 13 – 15
	· Engaging Writing Ch. 7:  Classification Essay #3
· Grammar Topics

	Weeks 16 – 17
	· Engaging Writing Ch. 9:  Argumentation  Essay #4
· Grammar Topics

	Week 18  – Finals Week
	· Final Exam: Timed Essay. Tuesday, May 13, 2008, 11:00 – 12:50, Room POR 4.
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