BIOL 3 – INTRODUCTION TO LIFE SCIENCE
Spring 2008 (74908)
Instructor:
Rory McAbee
E-mail:

rory.mcabee@reedleycollege.edu  
Phone:

(559) 859-1228
Class Room:
Selma High School RM 608
Time:

T Th: 6:00 – 8:30 PM

Course Description:
Title:  Biology 3 – Introduction to Life Science, 4.0 units
Prerequisite: None
Basic Skills Advisories:  Eligibility for ENGL 125 and ENGL 126

BIOL 3 is an introductory course designed to familiarize students with general principles of biology.  This course is recommended for non-biological science and pre-education majors. BIOL 3 satisfies the general education science requirement.
Topics covered include (though may not be limited to) the scientific method, cellular and chemical basis of life, structure and organization of living things, plant structure and function, development and reproduction, taxonomy, genetics, evolution, and ecology.

Required Materials:

1. Text: Tobin and Dusheck, ASKING ABOUT LIFE, 3rd Edition.
2. Text: Storer and Usinger, SIERRA NEVADA NATURAL HISTORY
3. Bush, BIOLOGY 3 HANDOUTS.

4. E-mail address and internet access.
5. Camera for field trip.
6. Biology Drawing paper.
Attendance:

You are required to attend all class sessions.  There are NO excused absences except as defined in the Reedley College Catalog.  If you are absent more than five combined lab and lecture hours before the ninth week you may be dropped (March 7th).  If you intend to drop the class you must do so by the ninth week, after which time the law requires that you must receive a grade.    
Grading:
Grades will be assigned based on the following:



1. Laboratory Exercises/Lab Plates
15%


2. Quizzes (x 11)


10%



3. Performance Art/Presentations (x 2)
15%



4. Photo Essay Project


10%


5. Exams (4 x 12.5%)


50%







100%
1. Laboratory exercises may consist of questions presented throughout the text, handbook and/or some supplemental material.  Some labs will require you to turn in Lab Plates (see handouts).  Lab exercises are to be turned in on the Tuesday following the night in which the lab was completed.  You will not receive credit unless you are present the night of the lab.  
2. Quizzes will occur during most weeks and will cover recently taught material.  Of the 12 quizzes, the lowest score will be discarded.  Quizzes may occur at the beginning or end of class, and there will not be any make-ups due to tardiness or unexcused absence.
3. The performing art projects are described in the Biol 3 Handouts (Bush).  Each is worth 7.5% of your total grade.  There are two group projects: Biological Change Mechanisms Demonstration (due March 13) and Pollination and Seed Dispersal Project (due April 24).  For group projects all members of the group must be present and participate in the presentation to receive credit. 

4. The Photo Essay project is described in the Biol 3 Handouts.  This will require you to travel to various local habitats and photograph the local flora and fauna.  You will be responsible for providing your own transportation. The Photo Essay project is due on Thursday, May 8.
5. Exams will cover everything learned in both lecture and laboratory sessions.  Everything is fair game!  The exams will be scheduled approximately each 1/4 of the way through the semester, with the last one occurring during our final exam time (Tues, May 13 @ 6:00 pm).  Exams missed due to an excused absence must be made up within two weeks of the date of the exam.  Make-up exams will be oral and/or essay at the discretion of the instructor.
If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.
NO FOOD OR DRINK ALLOWED IN ANY CLASSROOMS

No children or other unauthorized persons or pets allowed in class at any time.
No disruptive behavior including electronic gadgets (ie cell phones, music players, etc).  Turn your cell phones off!!!
If you feel yourself getting lost or have trouble with the material please see me as soon as possible.  If you are having trouble studying, perhaps you need a few study hints or a tutor at the Tutorial Center.

Remember that this is a four-unit course.  As a general rule, each hour of lecture requires two hours of additional study outside of the classroom each week.  Each hour of lab requires one hour of study time, outside the laboratory each week.  This equals eight hours of study each week in order to succeed in this class.  
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