Reedley College

Ceramics 43

Instructional Syllabus  2008

Instructor - Mr. Gregory

Time – Mon. & Wed. 6:00 - 8:50 pm

Drop deadline date:  Mar. 7, 2008

Final exam date:  6:00 pm. Mon. May 12, 2008

Course Description


Pottery 20x & 43 are extensions of Pottery I0.  Each student will gain further knowledge of the media of clay.  They will improve the skills learned in Pottery I0 and be able to expanded on all methods.  The main emphasis be will  the degree of difficulty as well as developing an individual style of finished projects.  These students will be more involved in glaze formulation, kiln loading, kiln firing, and assist beginning students.

Text and Primary Materials
· 
The Craft of Pottery, by Casson (available in bookstore)

· 
Ceramics Monthly (magazine)

· 
Syllabus for ceramics:  A Potter Handbook by Glenn C. Nelson
· 
Raku:  Art and Techniques by Hal Riegger

· 
The Kiln Book by Frederick L Olsen

· 
Activities In Ceramics by Seeley Thompson

· 
Hands In Clay:  An Introduction to Ceramics by Charlotte F. Speight

· 
Clay will be sold in the Book Store for  $7.50 (25 lb. bag)  Clay 


purchased elsewhere must be high temperature cone 10 clay, NO 


EARTHENWARE.

· 
Notebook:  A notebook must be kept to record your ceramic activities.  

This will be submitted to your instructor at the end of the course and will 

be included in your final grade.

· 
Tools needed:  Pottery tool kit available at  the book store, 5 paint 


brushes, 1 large cleanup sponge, 1 gallon bucket,  plastic bags for 

covering pots, apron (if wanted)

Guiding Questions

· 
What can an advanced phase in pottery mean for my future?

· 
What should my safety concern be in this area?

· 
Can this lead to a life long occupation? 

Student Outcomes

· 
The student will better understand the characteristics of clay.

· 
The students will develop decorative glazing procedures.

· 
The student will be able to recognize good design and craftsmanship in      
 pottery forms.

· 
The advanced student will understand the contrast in various cultural art 

 works and create work form their own background.

· 
The student will better understand hand building, wheel throwing, and 

glaze decoration.

· 
Students will help with loading kilns, formulation of glaze and be able to 

pass on knowledge to beginners.

Format


The student begins class by getting all materials needed for the entire period.  Once students have moved back to seats any lecture or demonstration will follow.  This time can take anywhere from 10 to 30 minutes.  When instruction has finished students have the remainder of the class time to work on the latest assigned project .  Students have free movement around the room during this time to interact and critic each others work.


Any student that finishes assigned project early has the opportunity to work on extra credit projects or glaze.  


Students must clean up their own work areas before leaving class.

Quality Performance Scale

Students will be evaluated by instructor based on the classroom activities such as: pre and post testing, class critiques, attendance, projects, written research paper and clean up.


Basic assignments will include:

· 
Preparation and use of various types of clay

· 
Advanced hand building and wheel thrown pots together

· 
Wheel thrown sets of dishes (various types)

· 
Total of 32 projects for two semesters.


The following is an example of the grading policy on projects and behaviors

· 
Each project is worth 1 to 4 points. (GPA)

· 
Late projects or not turned in projects receive a minus 1

· 
Late projects are accepted up to finals

· 
Final is worth 50 points

· 
Notebook is worth 10 points

· 
Gallery visitations worth 10 points

· 
Class participation worth 10 points per class session = 360 points

· 
Total amount of projects divided into total points earned equals grade

Culmination Performance Assessment

Students will be asked to develop a project portfolio which will include project sheets.  All project sheets will cover a variety of performance based work.  At the end of the year each student will give a presentation of their portfolio.  There will be a question asking session from their classmates and they will do a self evaluation.

How will you use technology in this class?

The library media teacher and classroom instructor will develop a unit of study using computers located only in the library.  Students will pull information off the computers related to cultures, history, styles or types of glaze firings, all related to research papers.

Content Outline

Unit one:  Introduction



A.  Classroom rules



B.  Equipment and safety rules



C.  Draft grade card


Unit two:  Introduction to design



A.  Design methods



B.  Craftsmanship



C.  Demonstration of design styles


Unit three:  Wheel throwing



A.  Videos on techniques



B.  Demonstration on cylinders



C.  6” cylinder required


Unit four:  Hand built and wheel



A.  Combination pots



B.  Mug with handle



C.  Pitcher with handle and spout


Unit five:  Trimming and speed work



A.  Demonstration of giffin grip and centering on wheel with clay



B.  Two bowls with trimmed foot



C.  One period project (animal or jug)


Unit six:  Glaze



A.  Lecture on chemical make up of glaze



B.  Demonstration on use of gram scale



C.  Weigh out and mix up high temperature glaze


Unit seven:  Shapes and sizes



A.  Demonstration of duplicating shapes on wheel



B.  6” wide bowl - trimmed



C.  Set of bowls (2 minimum)



D.  Set of mugs with handles


Unit eight:  Raku firing



A.  Lecture - method of firing



B.  Load and unload pots for raku glaze firing



C.  Clean pots


Unit nine:  Murals



A.  Design and construction or medium to large mural



B.  Put mural together for final grade


Unit ten:  Writing article review



A.  Two written articles 1) glazes 2) raku


Unit eleven:  Expanding on methods



A.  Advance wheel thrown work



B.  Set of dishes



C.  Paddling pots



D.  Wheel pot put together (lamp, large vases, large bottles)



E.  Canister sets



F.  Loading high temperature kiln



G.  Cleaning shelves



H.  Four page paper on Colonial pottery



 I.  Build raku kiln



J.  Construct brick liner in stone ware kiln



K.  Expand into area of interest 

Pottery 43

Independent Study

Instructor - Mr. Gregory

Reedley College

Final drop date:  Mar. 7, 2008

Final date:  May 12, 2008

1.  Wheel thrown and hand built construction

a.  Student must write a contract of work that will be accomplished during the semester.

b.  Contract must be approved by the instructor and signed by both parties by Jan. 21, 2008.

c.  The number of completed pieces will depend on the difficulity of the project.

2.  Visit 2 Art Gallery’s or shows.  Write a 1-2 page summary of the visit include types and styles of pottery seen.    Due – May 12, 2008.

3.  Turn in notebook at end of semester.  Due – May 12, 2008 

4.  Two vocabulary quizzes:  Feb. 13 & Mar. 14, 2008

5.  Grading - point system

Class participation: 10 points per class session - 360 points possible (1/2 class=1/2 points)

· Projects:  4 points possible per project (16 total projects) - 64 points possible + extra credit work.

· Notebook:  20 points, due on May 12, 2008

· Visitation summaries:  20 points each, due on May 12, 2008

· Quizzes:  10 points each, Feb. 13 & Mar. 14. 

· Written final exam - 46 points possible.  Date -  May 12, 2008 

Attendance = 360 pts.

Projects = 64 pts.

Notebook = 20 pts.

Visitations = 40 pts.

Quizzes = 20 pts.

Final = 46 pts.

Total points = 550

Accommodations for students with  disabilities

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (ie., Braille, large print, electronic tex, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitations Act, please contact me as soon as possible.
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