
AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE (ASL) 1

Spring 2008

Instructor:  Lisa Painter

        Phone:  RC 638-3641 (leave a message)
Class:  T & TH @ 6:00-7:50pm
        E-mail:  lisa.painter@reedleycollege.edu 
Room:  CCI 204
Important dates:

January 18 (F):  Last day to drop full length classes for refund eligibility.


January 21 (M):  Martin Luther King Jr. holiday (no class).


January 25 (F):  Last day to drop a class to avoid a “W”.


February 15 (F):  Lincoln Day holiday (no class).


February 18 (M):  Washington Day holiday (no class).


March 7 (F):  Last day to drop a class (letter grades assigned after this date).


March 17-22 (M-S):  Spring recess (no classes).


May 13 (T):  Final examination 6:00-7:50pm.

Required Textbook:


Smith, Lentz & Mikos:  SIGNING NATURALLY: STUDENT WORKBOOK, Level One, Dawn Sign Press, Berkeley, CA.  1988.


Holcomb, Roy & Holcomb, Samuel & Holcomb, Thomas:  DEAF CULTURE OUR WAY 3RD edition, Dawn Sign Press, San Diego, CA

COURSE DESCRIPTION:


This course is designed to introduce students to a visual-gestural, multi-dimensional language (ASL) which is used by the Deaf Community in the United States and Canada.  It will introduce students to the culture of the Deaf Community and its appropriate behaviors.  Students will also be engaging in conversation using ASL at a level expected for ASL 1 learners.  

ATTENDANCE:


Attendance is mandated in order to provide conductive learning environment for the entire class; as well as individually.  4 points awarded for each class you attend.  If you are tardy or leave class early, 2 points will be deducted.

PARTICIPATION:


Participation points will be deducted if you are tardy, leave early, or absent.  Students are expected to ACTIVELY 100% participate in a variety of class activities in each class session throughout the entire semester.  Participation actively will improve your learning greatly.  If you come to class with attitude problem, it affects your participation, so please come to class with positive attitude.  Participation points will also be used for positive attitude, helping others, trying your best, asking for help and NO VOICES IN CLASS.

TESTS:


There will be a total of 4 tests each worth 20 points.  1 lowest score will be dropped.  In addition to 4 tests, there will be 2 examinations, midterm and final.  The midterm and the final examination are worth 50 points.  There will absolutely be no make up for missing the midterm and final.  If you miss, you will end up with a “zero”.  As for the 4 tests, you must inform me at least 1 week prior to the test date to assure you get a make up test.  If you do not inform me before the test, there will be no make up test and you will end up with a “zero”.

There will be 2 presentations.

BEHAVIORAL STANDARDS/EXPECTIONS AND REQUIREMENTS OF THE STUDENTS:


Students are not to use voices in class. If students continue to talk in class, you will receive first warning from the instructor.  If you continue to use voices, you will be asked to leave and return when you will respect the class and points will be deducted.


Any devices such as pagers, cell phones, and radios are to be turned off before you enter the classroom.


Appropriate behavior will be enforced in the classroom.  No foul languages or any kind of harassment or sexual harassment will be allowed in the classroom.  You are to respect the instructor and other students at all times.  Points will be deducted and you will be asked to leave if you use inappropriate behavior in class.  


STUDENTS ARE NOT ALLOWED TO ACT AS “PSEUDO” INTERPRETERS.  This gives the other students a chance to learn at their own pace.  Everyone learns differently and I embrace this quality as individual learners.  Everyone is allowed to make mistakes in the classroom.  Mistakes are expected of each student so they can improve and be successful outside the class.  No students are to tease and make fun of the other students who are trying to learn.


You are to respect the instructor and the students in the classroom at all times.  Disrespectful will not be tolerated.


Grades are not “given” to you.  You earn the grade by yourself therefore, if you come to all class sessions, turn in homework, participate, sign, don’t use your voice, do well on tests you will do well.  


Remember, ASL and English are two distinct languages possessing their own linguistic features in terms of phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, pragmatics, and discourse.  Thus, the sign vocabulary will be taught in context since many signs in ASL do not have English equivalents.

PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING POLICY:


Plagiarism and Cheating are not tolerated.  If plagiarism and cheating is suspected, instructor will investigate and take consideration steps in giving the student a grade of “zero” and set up a meeting with the Dean to discuss the situation further.

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:


If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact DSS as soon as possible.  The contact person would be Linda Reither, Learning Disabilities Specialist.  The phone number is 638-3641 ext. 3183 or DSP&S 638-0332.  Office is Humanities 64 or you can email at linda.reither@reedleycollege.edu.

GRADE:                                                                                    Grade Scale:
Attendance (32 classes total at 4 pts each)…..128                       556-501  A

Participation (32 classes total at 4 pts each)…128                       500-445  B

Presentations: (2 tests total at 20 pts each)….  40                       444-390  C  

Homework (20 at 5 pts each)..…………........100                       389-334  D                                                                                                                                     Midterm………………………………..........  50                        333-lower F

Final………………………………................  50

Quizzes (3 total at 20 pts ea)………………... 60

_________________________________________

    Total points possible                                  556

