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SYLLABUS

REQUIRED TEXT: Prebles’ ARTFORMS by, Patrick Frank
COURSE OBJECTIVES & DESCRIPTION: This 3 unit course is an introduction to visual culture, with an emphasis on the fine arts, through lecture and discussion. We will examine the elements and principles of visual language; the materials and processes of various media and how these formal properties contribute to the content and meaning of art. In addition, this course is an introduction to the historical evolution of the visual arts. Upon successful completion of this course, the student should be able to:

* demonstrate an appreciation of the purposes and functions of visual culture in society, and the reason why the arts in all forms are vital to humanity.

*be able to recognize & understand various applications used

*be able to use the proper visual language in describing works

*be able to recognize the various materials & processes used in works

*understand why an artist may choose one media over another

*have the ability to recognize different styles of art
 We will begin with the broad question, “What is art?”  There will be a LOT of required reading in this class. I suggest you take good notes in class because any and all lecture information may be on the quizzes and tests. 
GRADING:
Test grades will be based on the number of questions answered correctly. Homework grades will be based on how much you challenged yourself in meeting the criteria/objective required for that assignment. Written assignment grades will be based on meeting the criteria required, plus # of pages, and MLA format. 
 I DO NOT ACCEPT LATE WORK. 
If you are sick or unable to come to class for any reason- it is your responsibility to get your work to me, send it with a friend or family member or bring it in ADVANCE of the class period to my mail box. 

 There will be a mid-term March 2nd week and final exam May 13, 11-12:50, and they may include multiple choice, true-false, matching, term identification, slide identification, and essay. The questions will be taken from class lectures, reading assignments and quizzes. There will be 2 writing assignments worth 100 points each. First one due at midterm & second one due May 8th. 
NOTE: The written assignments must have a cover page and meet or exceed the page minimum requirement. (They must meet MLA FORMAT - if you do not know what this is, I suggest you go to the writing center) typed in 12pt font, double spaced, with 1 inch margins on all sides, and remember meet the page minimum requirement, class and personal information on cover page only - failure to meet any one of these requirements will result in a 20 point drop in the grade.) Incomplete answers, poor grammar, fragmented sentences, misspelled terms, poorly organized structure, and essays which do not fully address the objectives will result in a lower grade. Both written assignments must have a picture of the image/art stapled to the back.
Your grade will be derived from:

10% class participation and attendance.
20% homework
20%written assignments

20%weekly quizzes

15%final exam

15%midterm

GRADING SCALE A=100-90

                      B=89-80



          C=79-70



          D=69-60



          F=59-0 
EXTRA CREDIT; you may earn 30 extra points for giving a 30 minute oral presentation dealing with a cultural subject. (subject needs my approval)
ATTENDANCE: Roll will be taken at every class. There are no excused absences. Late arrival and /or early departure will be counted as a tardy. If you miss 4 classes in a row I will drop you BUT it is your responsibility to fill out official drop paperwork if you do not want to receive an F for the final grade. Last day to drop is March 7.
CLASSROOM POLICIES: Be respectful of each other. NO TALKING DURING LECTURES, if you cause a disturbance you will be asked to leave the classroom and take an absent for the day. 
No use of Cell phones, no texting, talking, etc, in the classroom - turn them OFF so they are not vibrating during class. If caught in violation you will be asked to leave the classroom and take an absent for the day. No headphones. Laptop computers will be acceptable ON SILENT for note taking only, abuse of this policy will result in being asked to leave the classroom and taking an absent for the day and you will not be allowed to use your laptop in class again.

COLLEGE POLICIES: Students with disabilities identify your self to the instructor and contact Disabled Students Programs & Services (442-8237).

Holidays and class prerequisites: see class schedule

CHEATING and PLAGIARISM: “Cheating is the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one’s grade or obtaining course credit; such acts also include assisting another student to do so. Typically, such acts occur in relation to examinations. However, it is the intent of this definition that the term ’cheating’ not be limited to examination situations only, but that it include any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means. Plagiarism is a specific form of misrepresenting the material (i.e.their intellectual property) so used as one’s own work.”
Cheating and plagiarism are serious offenses, if caught school policy will be enforced.
NOTE: Warning, this course discusses mature issues in an adult manner. Themes may be covered such as graphic violence, sexuality, organized religion, paganism, the supernatural/paranormal, conflicting male/female viewpoints, changing concepts of beauty, and the cultural role of women. Nudity is common and sexual meanings are often an aspect of art.
