Devser 283 

Computer Applications of Software for Reading and Writing

Reedley College – Spring 2008
Instructor: 
Linda Reither, M.A., C.C.C.–SLP

Telephone: 
638-0332



Learning Disability Specialist




ext. 3183

E-mail: linda.reither@reedleycollege.edu


 

Holidays or Alternate Assignment Days (NO CLASS): Jan 21, Feb 15, Feb 18 (Holidays); Feb 8, 22 (alternate assignment days) Mar 17-21 (Spring Break)


Office: Hum 64 (by appointment)




      
Instruction: Mondays  1:00-2:50 am (Hum 62)

Final Drop Date: 3-07-08
Final Exam: Monday, May 12, 2008 1:00-2:50 p.m.

Course Description: This course is designed for students with learning disabilities who need more training in the use of basic English skills and computer technology to facilitate college level reading and writing.  Programs to be covered include: Kurzweil 3000, Inspiration, Read Please, Microsoft Word basics, Dragon Naturally Speaking, adaptive features of Windows 2000 and Windows XP, and getting information from the Internet.  Students will explore reading and writing strategies and determine the methods that are the most useful to them.

Course Prerequisite: Students are recommended to have taken Devser 277 or to have acquired equivalent basic computer knowledge prior to taking this class.
Topics to be covered: Mechanics of programs and procedures listed above; basic grammar, spelling and reading decoding strategies; prewriting skills; fluency practice for: reading comprehension, computer assisted study skills (note taking from text and preparing study guides), essay writing, Internet use, and use of college reference materials.  

Course Objectives:

By the end of the semester, students will be expected to:

1. Demonstrate writing fluency of an essay of at least 100 words using Microsoft Word or Dragon Naturally Speaking that is:

a. On one topic.

b. Has at least 8 sentences including topic sentence, 6 detail sentences, and a concluding sentence.

c. Uses standard English.

d. Correct subject and verb phrases.

e. Correct tense.

f. Correct editing of spelling, punctuation, and capitalization.

2. Demonstrate the ability to create an outline using Inspiration as a prewriting tool or a summarizing tool.

3. Demonstrate the ability to make self-quizzing study materials.
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4. Demonstrate using Kurzweil 3000 or Read Please:

a. Modification of delivery of speech rate.

b. Finding specific chapters and pages using bookmarks.

c. Note taking from text.

d. Dictionary tools.

e. Scanning documents.

f. Reading books on CD. 

5. Demonstrate the ability to use web-based reference sites.
6. Utilize information from sources without plagiarism.
Textbook: The Least You Should Know about English Writing Skills (Form A, Ninth Edition) by Paige Wilson and Teresa Ferster Glazier

Materials: Class notebook (you will be given one do not lose it!) binder, folder with pockets for saving printed work, and diskette (or flash drive) for saving files.

Attendance and Class Participation:  Students are expected to attend all classes, actively participate, and turn in assignments on time.  Students who are late or frequently absent will lose participation points.  Punctuality is important because lecture material and writing assignments are given during the first part of the class period.  If a student is unable to attend, it is his/her responsibility to notify the instructor and get any missed information or assignments.  Missed assignments will be accepted for two weeks after they are assigned.  Any student missing more than 4 classes may be dropped from the class.  
Grading System: This is a credit/no credit course.  Credit will be based on class participation, homework, skill demonstrations (see course objectives), quizzes, and a final exam.  To receive credit, students will need to earn at least 350 points. Students who successfully pass (with a 70%) the in-class writing prompt that is the final exam will be ready for English 250.

Extra Credit: Extra credit may be given at the instructor’s discretion to help students to get more practice and points in deficient areas.  Students who want to earn extra credit will need to make an appointment and meet with the instructor to explain their circumstances and need for extra credit. Multiple absences alone will not be seen as sufficient need for extra credit.

Plagiarism and Cheating:  As in all college classes, students are expected to do their own work.  Any student caught cheating on a test or quiz will be subject to campus disciplinary procedures.  As this is a writing class, plagiarism is an important issue.  Students will learn techniques to help avoid plagiarism.  Plagiarism will result in lost essay (homework) points.  

Visitors: Please get approval for any class visitors from the instructor before the class period.
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Working on assignments for another class: Class and lab time should be spent on assignments for this class only.  Students must get permission from the instructor to work on other assignments or projects.
Points: 

Skill Demonstrations: 100 points (5 demonstrations = 20 points each)
Class Participation: 50 points

Homework: 150 points (10 essays = 15 pts. each)

Final Exam: 100 points

Quizzes: 100 points (5 quizzes = 20 pts. each)

Total points possible: 500

Students must have 350 points to receive credit.
Class Participation: In-class spelling, grammar, reading, reading comprehension, and writing assignments. Bring your text book, class notebook, binder, and a diskette or flash drive (to save work) to class every day.
Skill Demonstrations (5): Inspiration, Kurzweil 3000, Microsoft Word (or Dragon Naturally Speaking), Internet use, and Read Please.

Homework (15): Essay writing is the main homework. Essays will be assigned weekly on Monday and will be due on Friday. Homework assigned in text will be measured by quizzes.

Quizzes (5): Quizzes will be based on spelling, syllable division, and grammar information given in lectures and the textbook.

Final Exam: Monday, May 12, 2008 1:00-2:50 p.m.
Participation mandatory. In-class essay.

Note: If you have any special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) such as extended testing time, an alternate testing location, books on e-text, note taking assistance, or adaptive equipment, and you need reasonable accommodations, please notify the instructor immediately.

Week 1: 1-7 to 1-11
Monday:
Overview of class notebook: syllabus, class content, and goals.

Overview of textbook and how to use it.

Text: Overview of Writing (p204-208), Basic capitalization and punctuation rules (p167-203), Words often confused (p4-22), and
Main idea/thesis statements (p222)

Introduce Inspiration, Read Please, and Adaptive Features of Windows
Introduce Writing Assignment 1 
Homework: Exercises 1 & 2 for Words Often Confused for both sets 1&2
Friday:

Review Homework

Complete and turn in Assignment 1 (15 points)
Reither, Devser 283, Spring 2008 (page 4)
Week 2: 1-14 to 1-18
Monday: 
Syllable Division rules

Text: Parts of speech: Nouns, Pronouns, Adjectives

Review editing features of Microsoft Word and Read Please

Introduce Writing Assignment 2
Homework: Do exercises 1& 2 (p26-27) marking N, Pro, Adj. only
Homework: Syllable division practice
Friday:

Review homework: Parts of speech: Nouns, Pronouns, Adjectives


Complete and turn in Assignment 2 (15 points)

Week 3: 1-21 to 1-25
Monday:
Holiday (
Friday:

Skill Demo: Microsoft Word (20 points)



Introduce Kurzweil
Do Kurzweil exercise
Homework: Study for Quiz 1: Syllable division
Week 4: 1-28 to 2-1
Monday: 
Quiz 1: Syllable division rules (20 points)


Text: Parts of speech: Verbs, Adverbs

Text: Writing in your own voice (p212-216)

Introduce Writing Assignment 3
Homework: Do exercises 1 & 2 (p26-27) marking V, Adv. only
Friday: 
Complete and turn in Kurzweil skill demonstration: (20 points)


Complete and turn in Assignment 3 (15 points)
Week 5: 2-4 to 2-8
Monday: 
Review homework: Verbs, Adverbs

Text: Parts of speech: Prepositions, Conjunctions, Interjections

In class exercise: Marking all parts of speech



Introduce Writing Assignment 4


Homework: Do exercises 1 & 2 (p26-27) marking Prep, Conj, Interj

Friday:

ALTERNATE ASSIGNMENT DAY: Go to the library and 
Complete Assignment 4 (Map, Outline, Essay) (15 points)
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Week 6: 2-11 to 2-15
Monday: 
Turn in Assignment 4

Review Homework


In class exerecise: marking 8 parts of speech.
Text: Transitional Expressions (p224), Contractions (p36-39) Possessives (p42-45), Breaking words into parts (p50), Doubling Rule (p50-53) 


Homework: Do exercises 1 & 2 (p32-33)



Homework: Do exercises 1 & 2 (p39-41) 
Homework: Do exercises 1 & 2 (p48-49)
Friday:

Holiday (

Week 7: 2-18 to 2-22
Monday:
Holiday (
Friday:

ALTERNATE ASSIGNMENT DAY: 

Do Read Please Internet Exercise


Homework: Study for Quiz 2: Marking 8 parts of speech

Make sure you know how to do steps for Inspiration and Read Please skill demonstrations.
Week 8: 2-25 to 2-29
Monday:
Turn in Read Please Internet Exercise
Quiz 2: Eight parts of speech (20 points)
Prefix, suffix, and root word rules

Text: Dictionary Use (p55-60)



Introduce Writing Assignment 5



Homework: Study sheet for Quiz 3 Possessives and Contractions 

Friday: 
Complete and turn in Assignment 5 (15 points)


Homework: Study for Quiz 3
Week 9: 3-3 to 3-7
Monday: 
Quiz 3: Possessives and Contractions (20 points)

Review homework

Review of Inspiration, Read Please, Kurzweil, Microsoft Word

Complete dictionary use exercises

Introduce Writing Assignment 6 (midterm)

Friday: 
Complete and turn in Assignment 6 (midterm - 15 points)

Complete and turn in: Skill Demo: Inspiration (20 points)


Complete and turn in: Skill Demo: Read Please (20 points)
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Week 10: 3-10 to 3-14
Monday:
Text: Finding subjects and verbs (p63)
Text: Finding Prepositional Phrases (p69-70) 
Discuss plagiarism and techniques to avoid it.

Introduce Writing Assignment 7 
Homework: Do exercises 1 & 2 (p65-66)



Homework: Do exercises 1 & 2 (p71-72)
Friday:
Complete and turn in Assignment 7 (15 points)

Complete and turn in: Skill Demo: Internet (20 points)
**********March 17 -21 Spring Break NO CLASSES*********

Week 11: 3-24 to 3-28
Monday: 
Review homework.

Individual progress conferences with instructor

Homework: study for Quiz 4: Finding Subjects and Verbs 


Friday: 
Catch up day: Complete all skill demonstrations, quizzes, and writing assignments.

Week 12: 3-31 to 4-4
Monday:
Quiz 4: Finding Subjects and Verbs (20 points)


Review homework

Text: Dependent and Independent Clauses (p75-77), Correcting Fragments (p82-84), Correcting Run-on Sentences (p89-91)

Introduce Writing Assignment 8

Homework: Do exercises 1& 2 (p77-79), 1 & 2 (p84-85), 1& 2 (p91-92)
Friday: 
Complete and turn in Assignment 8 (15 points)
Week 13: 4-7 to 4-11
Monday:
Identifying Verb Phrases (p97-98)

Text: Using regular verbs (p102-103) and irregular verbs (p108-112)


Homework: Do exercises 1 & 2 (p98-99), exercises 1, 2 & 3 (p104-106), 


Exercises 1 & 2 (p112-113)
Friday:
Open lab day to complete assignments, skill demos, and/or make-up quizzes
.
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Week 14: 4-14 to 4-18
Monday:
Text: Maintaining subject-verb agreement (p118-120)


Text: Avoiding Time Shifts (p125-127) 

Do Proofreading Exercises (p126-127) in class.

Introduce Writing Assignment 9


Homework: Do exercises 1 &2 (p121-122)

Friday:
Complete and turn in Assignment 9 (15 points)
Week 15: 4-21 to 4-25
Monday:
Text: Connecting dangling modifiers (p 133), Sentence Patterns (p137-139), Avoiding clichés, awkward phrasing, and wordiness (p144-146), Correcting for parallel structures (p148-149), 
Practice correcting wording errors (p. 134, 147, 149-150)

Introduce Writing Assignment 10

Homework: Review sheet for Quiz 5
Friday: 
Complete and turn in Writing Assignment 10 (15 points)

Homework: Study for Quiz 5
Week 16: 4-28 to 5-2
Monday:
Quiz 5: Subject-verb agreement, correcting fragments and run-ons, re-wording to correct dangling modifiers, awkward phrasing and wordiness. (20 points)

Friday:
Complete all writing assignments, do extra credit exercises, finish all skill demonstrations.


Week 17: 5-5 to 5-9
Monday:
Introduce practice for final exam.
Friday:
Complete practice final exam.

Last day to turn in assignments.
Week 18: 5-12 to 5-16 (FINALS WEEK) 

Monday, May 12, 2008 1:00-2:50 p.m. (In-class essay worth 100 points)

MANDATORY PARTICIPATION FOR ALL STUDENTS.
