
Course Description: This is a first course in elementary algebra.  Topics include algebraic 

expressions, linear equations and inequalities in one and two variables, exponents and 

polynomials, factoring and rational expressions. 
Prerequisites:  Math 250 (College Arithmetic) or Math 257 or equivalent
Basic Skill Advisories:  Eligibility for English 126

Subject Advisories:  Math 256 (Topics Before Algebra)
Text: 
Elementary and Intermediate Algebra: A Combined Course (3rd Edition) by Charles P. 

          
McKeague 
*Calculators are only allowed when approved by me and are considered as cheating, otherwise.

Attendance:  Daily attendance is strongly recommended.  You are expected to attend all class 
meetings, be on time, and participate in class for the entire class session.  Notifying me to tell me you will be absent does not excuse you.  Leaving class early will be counted as being absent!  Three (3) absences may result in a drop from the course.    You are responsible for all material presented in class (whether or not it is covered in the text) and all announcements made in class.  If you do miss class, you should get the missing information from a classmate.
Behavioral Standards:  Please take care of any personal needs (i.e. using the restroom, 


getting a drink, sharpening a pencil) before class begins.  Please turn your phone off 


before class begins.  You may not start the homework during class.  You may not study
for another class or read a book (or newspaper, magazines, etc.) during class.  I would 

also appreciate that you not bring guests to class.
Homework:  Homework will be assigned regularly.  There is a homework assignment at the end


of every section (Please refer to the Homework Assignment lists).  You will not master
the material if you do not do the assignments.  Homework should be written in pencil on
one side of a standard sized sheet of paper 8.5’’ x 11’’ (no spiral paper) stapled in the
upper left-hand corner, and in order.  Your name should be written at the top on every
page.

Each assignment will be graded on completeness, neatness, and effort.  Problems must 

be written out and you must show your work on every problem.  No work, no credit!
Each assignment will be worth 5 points.  If a section has two parts, then that section is worth 10 points.
Homework assignments are due after every quiz.  If there is no quiz (possibly due to an

exam date), then homework will be collected at the beginning of class.  No late
homework will be accepted!  Note: Being absent the day homework is collected does
not entitle you to turn it in late!
If you have any questions on the homework, feel free to email me or ask me at the

beginning of class so that we may discuss them in class.  Make sure 
you have attempted the problem before you ask me to solve it.   

The purpose of written homework in this course is to develop skills in understanding and
communicating mathematics to others.  Think of the assignment as an exercise in 
learning and in reporting what you have learned.  There is a lot of truth in the statement: 
“if you can’t explain it, you don’t understand it.”
Quizzes:  Quizzes will be given regularly at the beginning of class.  You will have
approximately 10 minutes to complete the quiz.  The quizzes will be closed book and
closed notes, but you are to have your homework out during the quiz.
You must show your work in order to receive credit.  The quizzes will be on the material covered on the homework assignment.  Make-ups of quizzes will not be given.  You must be present at the time of the quiz to receive credit.  Each quiz will be worth 10 points.
Exams:  There will be three midterm exams, each worth 100 points.  You must show your work in order to receive full (or partial) credit (except possibly on multiple choice questions, which will be counted as either right or wrong).  The exams will be on the material covered in any handouts, lectures, homework, and text.  The dates for these exams will be announced in class.  Make-up exams are NOT given.  No exceptions!
Note: 
You may not use any electronic device (e.g. cellphones) other than a regular
calculator (if it is allowed) on any quiz or exam.  There is no sharing of calculators on any quiz or exam!
Final Exam:  The comprehensive final exam will be given on Wednesday, December 17, 2008
from 2 to 3:50 pm.  The final is worth 200 points.
Course Grade:  Your course grade will be calculated as follows:

Homework, Quizzes

20%




Midterms (3)


60% 

Final Exam


20%





100%


A
90-100%


B
80-89%


C
70-79%


D
60-69%


F
0-59%

Important Note:  The following statement applies to ALL graded work in this course:
“The correct answer with incorrect or insufficient supporting work will receive NO CREDIT.”
Special Needs Requests:  If you “have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e. braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act,” please notify me immediately.  Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs.
*This syllabus is subject to change.
Important Dates

August 18

Monday

Instruction Begins

August 29

Friday


Last day to drop a course and qualify for a refund

September 1

Monday

Labor Day – No school

September 5

Friday


Last day to add/drop a course (avoiding a “W”)

September 19             Friday
Last day to change class to/from Credit/No Credit grading option

October 17
Friday
Last day to drop (letter grade assigned after this date)

November 11

Tuesday

Veterans’ Day – No school

November 27–28 
Thursday, Friday
Thanksgiving – No school

December 12

Friday


Last Day of Instruction

December 17

Wednesday

Final Exam for this class
December 19

Friday


End of fall semester


Cheating and Plagiarism

Cheating is “the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one’s grade or obtaining course credit”; such acts also include assisting another student to do so.  Typically, such acts occur in relation to examinations.  However, it is the intent of this definition that the term ‘cheating’ not be limited to only examination situations, but that it includes any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means.

Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating, which consists of “the misuse of the published and/or unpublished works of others by misrepresenting the material (i.e. their intellectual property) so used as one’s own work.”

Penalties for cheating and plagiarism can range from a grade of 0 or F on a particular assignment/examination, through an F for the course, to expulsion from the college.

Classroom Policies

You may work on the homework assignments with other students in this class, but any work you submit to me must be in your own words.  Any form of plagiarism and/or cheating will not be tolerated.  If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to check on announcements made while you were absent.  

Cell phones and pagers must be turned off before entering the classroom.  “The classroom is a special environment in which students and faculty come together to promote learning and growth.  It is essential to this learning environment that respect for the rights of others seeking to learn, respect for the professionalism of the instructor, and the general goals of academic freedom are maintained.  Differences of viewpoint or concerns should be expressed in terms which are supportive of the learning process, creating an environment in which students and faculty may learn to reason with clarity and compassion, to share of themselves without losing their identities, and to develop an understanding of the community in which they live… Student conduct which disrupts the learning process shall not be tolerated and may lead to disciplinary action and/or removal from class.”

A Word of Wisdom

“Mathematics is not a spectator sport!  Just as you cannot learn to swim without getting in the water, you cannot learn mathematics without doing problems, and problems, and more problems.”

If you are struggling, please get help.  Feel free to email me any questions you may have or make an appointment with me.  I will be happy to help you.
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