English 3H Critical Reading and Writing   MWF 12-12:50 CCI 206
 Fall  2008
Ms. K. Fourchy

Office: HUM 60 
Office Hours: M 10-12, T 11-12:30. F 10-11
Office Phone: 638-3641 ext. 3406

E-Mail: kate.fourchy@reedleycollege.edu
Course Description:

This course is designed to sharpen your critical reading, writing, and thinking skills beyond the level achieved in English 1A. You will write critical essays in response to text readings and class discussions. You will expand your critical vocabulary, employing terms and concepts related to logic and other rhetorical aspects of argument and persuasion, and be tested on this material. In some cases you will work in groups to achieve these goals. 
Required Materials: 
Dostoyevsky, Fyodor. Crime and Punishment
Barnet, Sylvan and Hugo Bedau. From Critical Thinking to Argument
A recent college level dictionary

Grading: 
The course grade will be based as closely as possible on the following percentages:

Non-graded, in-class, group, and reading response assignments: 15%

Tests on Critical Terms and Concepts/In-class essays: 30%

Final Test on Critical Terms and Concepts: 20%

Research/Analysis Essay: 20%

Critical Analysis Essay: 15%

Late Papers/Missed Tests: I will accept no late papers (no will I reschedule any make-up tests or exams) unless you have contacted me prior to the deadline posted for the assignment. There will be no make-ups for in-class activities for any reason.

Blackboard: All course announcements, the course schedule, assignments and your grades are available on our Blackboard course site. It is your responsibility to alert me if you see any problems with your grade.

Attendance: Attendance is crucial to your success in this class. Absence is not an excuse for missed work or confusion about the due dates.

Grading: You will be graded on a point system scale. I will drop you if you have more than the equivalent of two weeks of absences (not necessarily consecutively).

 Grading Scale: 90-100% A, 90-89%, B, 70-79% C, 60-69% D, 0-59% F

*Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), including alternate media requests, please notify me immediately. Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs.

*Last day to drop:  Sept. 5, 2008
*Instructor reserves the right to make changes in this syllabus as deemed necessary or appropriate.
