



English 262 – Reading Improvement

       Fall 2008 – Section 50527 – 4 credit hours




August 18 – December 19, 2008

Instructor:
Susie Pickrell



Mail:
Instructor mailbox Admin Building

Class Meets:
M-F 7:00-7:50 AM


E-Mail: s.pickrell28@yahoo.com
Location:
CCI Room 202


Cell Phone:
(559) 974-8096








Daytime Phone (559) 595-8196



Important Dates and Holidays:

August 18 (M)


Instruction Begins


September 1 (M)

Labor Day Observed

September 3 (W)

Chapter 1-2 Test

September 5 (F)

Group Book Report Due, last day to register for full-tern fall class
September 19 (F)

Last Day to change a class from CR/NC grading basis

September 24 (W) 

Chapter 3-4 Test

October 8 (W)


Chapter 5 Test

October 15(W)

Midterm Exam Chapter 1-5 cumulative

October 17 (F)


Midterm Report Period, last day to drop a full length class  

October 29 (W)

Second Book Report (Individual) DUE

November 11 (T)

Veteran’s Day Observed

November 19 (W)

Chapter 6-7 Test

November 27-28 (Th -F) 
Thanksgiving Holiday
November 26 (W)

Chapter 8-9 Test

December3 (W)

Research Report DUE

December 5 (F)

Chapter 10 Test

December 15-19 (M-F)
Final Exam Week NO CLASSES; see Fall schedule

December 19 (F)

Final Exam Eng 262 7:00-8:50 AM

December 19 (F)

Fall Semester Ends


· Dates and assignments are subject to change
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English 262 – Section 50527 - 4 units
  Fall 2008 - Pickrell

Reading Improvement

Course Outline and Policies:

I.  Goal:

This course is designed to help the student understand the reading process and how it applies to different types of text.  We will explore both aesthetic text and informative text.  Besides developing reading skills for learning, a major goal of this course is for the students to develop a stronger interest in reading and recognition of the importance of this activity in daily life.

II.  Course Content:

A. The process of reading

1. What makes a good reader?

a. Effective reading; metacognition

b. Efficient reading; miscues

2. Reader/writer transaction

3. Schema theory/background knowledge

4. Reading for different purposes

5. Aesthetic reading vs. informative text

B. Vocabulary Development

1. Context

2. Dictionary usage

3. Thesaurus usage

C. Comprehension

1. Subject; topic

2. Main idea

3. Topic Sentence

4. Major/minor supporting details

5. Summarizing

6. Implied main idea

7. Patterns of organization (paragraphs and longer sections)

8. Inferences

D. Reading

1. Aesthetic reading

a. Imaginative text

1. Poetry

2. Short stories

3. Books

2. Content area reading/study skills

a. Informative text

b. Persuasive text

III.  Required Materials:

A.  TEXTBOOK:
Langan, John (2005).  Ten Steps to Building College Reading Skills




(Fourth Ed.)  New Jersey:  Townsend Press

B.  DICTIONARY:
Comprehensive modern English dictionary, such as Webster’s New World Dictionary

C.  THESAURUS:
Rogete’s Thesaurus; paperback

D.  OTHER:

Three-ring binder for saving handouts and returned work




Flash drive or floppy disk for computer lab




Highlighter(s)




Post-it notepad

IV.  Grading and Credit:

English 262 is a four-unit course graded only on a CR/NC basis.  A “Credit” grade I the equivalent of an A, B, or C grade.  A grade equivalent of D or F will result in a “No Credit” grade.

The grades you earn on your work will be averaged with five categories to determine your final course grade.  A percentage point system will be used for all assignments, enabling student to track class progress in fulfilling the course requirements.  It is the student’s responsibility to keep graded, returned work and maintain an accurate account of all grades on the “Student Report Record Sheet” provided by the instructor.

Midterm Grade:  Individual grade reports listing all scores earned before the final midterm report drop date (October 14) will be distributed so each student will know their progress in class.

Final Grade:  Final grades will be derived from the averaged scores on all course work in the following areas (each area constitutes 20% of the final course grade).

1.
Tests  (20% of the final course grade)

Unit tests will be given throughout the semester

2.
Quizzes (20% of your final course grade)

Quizzes will be given regularly; some in class and some take-home

3.
Daily Work (20% of your final course grade) Daily work includes a variety of:


Homework


Summary Response Papers


Group participation and presentations


Interest research reports and inquiries


NOTE:  several assignments will count toward your Daily Work grade

4.
Book Reports:  (20% of your final course grade)

Two book reports are required during the semester:  one group report and one individual report.  Detailed information and formats of reports will be provided.

5.
Final Exam:  (20% of your final course grade)

The final examination for this course will be cumulative.  It is a lengthy exam that assesses our fulfillment of the course outcomes (see course outcomes).  All students must take the final examination to receive credit for this course.  Except in unusual cases of illness or family distress, final examinations will be administered only according to the “Finals Schedule” in the current Schedule of courses.  The time and date of the final examination will not be changed to accommodate holiday or travel arrangements or employment schedules.

V.  Attendance:

Regular class attendance is critical to success in college.  Each student is responsible for good attendance.

· Absences reduce your contribution to the class and slow your progress in reading improvement.

*   Absences lower your grade through missed Daily Work (class/group work).  

     Each missed class work assignment will be graded a zero.

If absent, it is your responsibility to find out what class work or homework was assigned during your absence.  All missed work (including test and quizzes) must be completed within three (3) days of your return.  After the third day, a zero will be entered for each missed assignment.  It is also your responsibility to acquire a copy of each handout distributed during your absence.  If I have no extra copies, you will have to borrow from another student to make your own copy.  Whether you are in class or absent, you are responsible for the information in the material I hand out to the class.

Tardies:

It is each student’s responsibility to arrive on time, with all materials and ready to participate.  Due to traffic and parking problems o campus, I will try to be flexible.  Chronic tardies may warrant an individual conference to discover the problem.  If you arrive late, do not disturb the class, do your best to catch up and try to understand what is going on.  I will not repeat material already covered.  If late for a test, you will not be granted extra time.  If late for roll call, stay after class to sign the attendance roster or you will be counted absent for that day.


Grading Scale:


90-100 = A


80-89 = B


70-79 = C


60-69 = D


Below 60 = F

I will not adjust the grading scale for any circumstances. For example, if the overall grade is 89% the student has earned a B grade.

Your grades will be averaged on the computer, and printouts will be distributed at various ties throughout the semester.  If you are concerned about your grade at any time, you may contact me in writing and we will arrange to review them.

Course Outcomes for English 262:
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

A. apply a variety of techniques for increased comprehension during reading

B. use expanded vocabulary in original writing tasks

C. apply  

D. pre-reading strategies and active reading strategies to increase success and comprehension of unfamiliar text.

E. Identify the main idea or central point of texts of varying lengths from textbooks and periodicals and infer logical conclusions from what is read.

F. Conduct basic research using traditional and electronic resources

G. Summarize a variety of reading tasks without plagiarizing texts.

H. Utilize effective study techniques to improve comprehension and metacognition while reading for information.

I. Demonstrate more confidence as a reader through successful application of learned reading strategies.

This document is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion.

*If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact your instructor as soon as possible.

