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DESCRIPTION

Reading, analyzing, and composing college-level prose, with emphasis on the expository: studying writing as a process; exploring different composing structures and strategies; editing and revising one’s own writing; conducting research (gathering, organizing, evaluating, integrating, and documenting information,) culminating in a term research paper.

PREREQUISITE

ENGL 125 and ENGL 126 or placement by college assessment process.

OBJECTIVES
By the end of this course, you will be able to:

· Write an acceptable 5-7 page documented research paper.
· Employ thesis statements, topic sentences, supporting data, introductions, and conclusions.
· Write with attention to audience and without logical fallacies.
· Target research from valid sources, incorporate quotes and paraphrased text as support, and avoid plagiarism.
· Determine the correct citation pattern, and discriminate among sources, especially Internet sources, for accuracy and validity.
· Employ Standard American English for the various requirements of universities and the workplace such as avoiding slang, conversational diction and sexist language, and following common usage guidelines.
· Use an effective organizational structure depending on purpose and rhetorical mode.
· Demonstrate mature and cogent language crafted for clarity, power, rhythm, texture, tone and grace.
· Edit for errors in sentence construction, punctuation and mechanics.
· Write an acceptable essay with thesis and adequate support independently in class.
· Generate ideas through an effective prewriting strategy such as outlining, free writing, or clustering.
· Compose and complete a written essay within an allotted time.
· Summarize and comprehend college level prose.
· identify the model, summarize the thesis, and locate supporting information of assigned writing, especially the college level essay.
· name rhetorical devices such as irony and parallelism and translate metaphorical language, so as to determine an author’s intent, both explicit and implicit.
· answer questions from assigned reading differentiating between an author’s intent and personal reaction.
· describe, evaluate, and question the purpose, audience, organization, and style of assigned readings.
REQUIREMENTS
· VanderMey, Randall, et al. The College Writer: A Guide to Thinking, Writing, and Researching. Second ed. Houghton Mifflin, 2006.

· Krakauer, Jon. Into the Wild. Anchor, 1997. 978-0-385-48680-4 (0-385-48680-4).
· A computer with an internet connection, word processing software, and an email account.
GRADES
Item
Points
Research Paper
30
Essays
30
Participation
20

Analysis
10

Final Exam
10

100

RESEARCH PAPER (30%)
You will write one research paper. The minimum required length is 1,000 words.
ESSAYS (30%)
You will write three essays. The minimum required length for each essay is 700 words.
PARTICIPATION (20%)
Taking an online class offers tremendous flexibility. You can schedule the class around your work and family demands. However, it also requires that you complete all assignments correctly and on-time. In addition, since unpredictable things happen during the semester, you must check your email weekly for announcements. In this course, you will not only write papers, but you will review papers written by other students, participate in a group writing project, and respond to discussion threads and exercises posted throughout the semester.

ANALYSIS (10%)
You will write one essay on Into the Wild. The minimum required length is 1,000 words.
FINAL EXAM (10%)
During the last week you will write one final essay—the final exam. The topic will be posted at the beginning of the week. The minimum required length is 700 words.
LATE POLICY
Work must be posted by 11pm on the due date. Work posted after that time will not be accepted. If you discover that you can't complete the work on time, you must contact me ahead of time and request an extension.
SPECIAL NEEDS REQUESTS
If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY
Students at Reedley College are entitled to the best education that the college can make available to them, and they, their instructors, and their fellow students share the responsibility to ensure that this education is honestly attained. Because cheating, plagiarism, and collusion in dishonest activities erode the integrity of the college, each student is expected to exert an entirely honest effort in all academic endeavors. Academic dishonesty in any form is a very serious offense and will incur serious consequences.

Cheating is the act or attempted act of taking an examination or performing an assigned, evaluated task in a fraudulent or deceptive manner, such as having improper access to answers, in an attempt to gain an unearned academic advantage. Cheating may include, but is not limited to, copying from another’s work, supplying one’s work to another, giving or receiving copies of examinations without an instructor’s permission, using or displaying notes or devices inappropriate to the conditions of the examination, allowing someone other than the officially enrolled student to represent the student, or failing to disclose research results completely.

Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating: the use of another’s words or ideas without identifying them as such or giving credit to the source. Plagiarism may include, but is not limited to, failing to provide complete citations and references for all work that draws on the ideas, words, or work of others, failing to identify the contributors to work done in collaboration, submitting duplicate work to be evaluated in different courses without the knowledge and consent of the instructors involved, or failing to observe computer security systems and software copyrights. 

Incidents of cheating and plagiarism may result in any of a variety of sanctions and penalties, which may range from a failing grade on a particular examination, paper, project, or assignment in question to a failing grade in the course, at the discretion of the instructor and depending on the severity and frequency of the incidents.
CALENDAR
Week 1: 08/18/2008 – 08/22/2008

Welcome to English 1A! The first thing you have to do is buy the textbooks. I found used copies of The College Writer on Amazon for around $35. You'll need the books by the third week of class, so order them right away.
On the Discussion Board, click on the forum "Your Email Address (due immediately)" and add your email. It's very important that I have a good email address from you. The instructions in the forum explain what to do.
Then, go to the "Introduce Yourself" forum and add a thread. Once everyone has done that, read a few, and if you see something interesting, post a reply.
Assignment:

Post - Your Email Address (due immediately)
Post - Introduce Yourself

Week 2: 08/25/2008 – 08/29/2008
During the second week of class go to the "Exercise" forum and do the exercise "Real Errors." These are actual examples of writing I've received from my students. I want you to correct 20 of them, then post your answers as a reply.
Why are you doing this? Because I want you to see what NOT to do! Remember, you must check your grammar, spelling, and punctuation before you turn in your work. Obviously, these students didn't. You don't want to end up in a Real Errors exercise in the future.

Also, start thinking about the topic you're going to write about for your research paper. If you want, you can even begin researching it.
Assignment:

Exercise - Real Errors
Week 3: 09/01/2008 – 09/05/2008
Important Deadline: Friday, September 5, is the last day to drop to avoid a "W."
During the third week of class you need to read. We will read sixteen chapters from the textbook, and this week we'll do five. Also, be sure to start reading "Into the Wild."
Reading:

The College Writer, Chap. 2: Beginning the Writing Process

The College Writer, Chap. 3: Planning

The College Writer, Chap. 4: Drafting
The College Writer, Chap. 5: Revising

The College Writer, Chap. 6: Editing and Proofreading
Into the Wild

Week 4: 09/08/2008 – 09/12/2008

This week you're going to read the Narration chapter from the text and do the Narration essay exercise. Don't worry if you don't know the answers. This is an open book exercise. You can exchange emails with your classmates, look things up, whatever helps you figure it out.
Reading:

The College Writer, Chap. 10: Narration and Description
Assignment:

Exercise - Narration Essay
Week 5: 09/15/2008 – 09/19/2008

It's the fifth week of the class and time to start writing. By Friday you must post a Narration essay. See the Assignment for what to do.
Assignment:

Post - Narration essay
Week 6: 09/22/2008 – 09/26/2008
During the sixth week of class you have to read the Cause and Effect chapter and do the Cause and Effect exercise. Yes, this is how we handled the Narrative essay. By the way, we'll also follow this process for the third essay.
Reading:

The College Writer, Chap. 12: Cause and Effect
Assignment:

Exercise - Cause and Effect Essay

Week 7: 09/29/2008 – 10/03/2008
For the seventh week of class, you need to write another essay. This time it's the Cause and Effect essay. Again, check out the Assignments for the details. Be sure to really follow the directions, because the Cause and Effect essay is very specific.
Assignment:

Post - Cause and Effect essay

Week 8: 10/06/2008 – 10/10/2008
Time to do the argument essay. This time you have four chapters to read and an exercise to do. Remember, you can ask others for help if you're not sure of the answers.
Reading:

The College Writer, Chap. 17: Strategies for Argumentation and Persuasion

The College Writer, Chap. 18: Taking a Position 

The College Writer, Chap. 19: Persuading Readers to Act 

The College Writer, Chap. 20: Proposing a Solution
Assignment:

Exercise - Argument Essay

Week 9: 10/13/2008 – 10/17/2008

Important deadline: Friday, October 17, is the last day to drop to avoid a letter grade.
It's the ninth week of class. You know what that means? We're half way through. This week you need to write and post your argument essay.
Assignment:

Post - Argument essay

Week 10: 10/20/2008 – 10/24/2008

Three essays and half of the semester are behind us. Time to start on the Research Paper. This week, post your topics. Be sure to read the instructions and make sure they are controversial topics. Also, you have to read five more chapters  in the text. Don't worry, there's no more reading from the text. 
Reading:

The College Writer, Chap. 29: Getting Started: From Planning Research to Evaluating Sources 

The College Writer, Chap. 30: Conducting Primary and Library Research 

The College Writer, Chap. 31: Conducting Research on the Internet 

The College Writer, Chap. 32: Drafting a Paper with Documented Research

The College Writer, Chap. 33: MLA Documentation Format
Assignment:

Post - Research Paper (Topics)
Week 11: 10/27/2008 – 10/31/2008
From here to the end of the class you have to write your research paper and you have to write an analysis of "Into the Wild." They’re both due the last week.
Keep in mind, however, you'll also get a Final Exam essay to write during the last week, so don't want to wait until the last minute. Start researching and writing now.

The Research Paper is 30% of your grade, and the Analysis is 10%. Think about it. Use your time wisely.
Week 12: 11/03/2008 – 11/07/2008

I hope you're researching and writing. Post a question if you have one. Remember, you can ask any of your classmates for help. You can't ask someone else to research and write your paper for you, but you can trade ideas, ask someone to look over what you're written, etc. Try it.
Week 13: 11/10/2008 – 11/14/2008
Doing your work? I've found that students who get started early do very well. Those who put it off usually don’t. An online class gives you tremendous freedom, but it also means you have to get your work done. If you feel like you're falling behind, ask someone else in the class for help. Chances are, they will be understanding.
Week 14: 11/17/2008 – 11/21/2008
Next week is Thanksgiving week. You've now had three weeks to work on your research paper. Including this week and next week, that makes five weeks total. That's a long time in college. To make sure you're on track, you have to post your draft after Thanksgiving. So be sure to get it done before the holiday!
Week 15: 11/24/2008 – 11/28/2008
Thanksgiving week. Anyone know why we eat turkey on Thanksgiving?
Week 16: 12/01/2008 – 12/05/2008
Welcome back from Thanksgiving. It's week 16. The class ends in two weeks. By the end of this week you must post your Research Paper draft. Make it as good as you can. Clean up all the spelling and grammar errors, and be sure to include your sources.
Assignment:

Post - Research Paper (Draft)

Week 17: 12/08/2008 – 12/12/2008

Week 17. This week you must read two Research Papers and peer review them. The instructions are in the forum.
Assignment:

Post - Peer Comments
Week 18: 12/15/2008 – 12/19/2008
The last week of class. What does this mean? EVERYTHING is due. Whatever you need to finish, do it now. If it's not posted by Friday it doesn't count.
In addition, this week you must write your Final Exam essay. I'll post the topic at the beginning of the week. You must post it by the end of the week.

Congratulations on getting through the English 1A. Thanks for taking the class!
Assignment:
Post - Research Paper (Final)

Post - Analysis
Post - Final Exam
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