English 125
Writing Skills for College, 4 units
Fall 2008

Instructor: Susan McLenithan

Class Time: M  W 6:00-8:05 pm or T Th 3:30-5:40 pm
Sanger High School, Room TBA
Instructor’s e-mail: smclenithan@hotmail.com


       Susan.mclenithan@reedleycollege.edu
 Phone: (559) 930-3223 
Required Texts: 
Patterns for College Writing: A Rhetorical Reader and Guide, Ed. By Laurie G. Kirszner and Stephen R. Mandell
Brief Handbook for Writers 3rd edition, by: James F. Howell and Dean Memering
The Freedom Writers Diary by the Freedom Writers and Erin Gruwell

College Dictionary
Notebook for Keeping Papers

Folder (For Essay Assignments)
Course Description:

Discovering the writer within is the main objective of this course. Richard Fulkerson writes that “good writing is good thinking.” This course is designed to cultivate reading and writing skills for college level courses. Emphasis will be placed on developing writing skills by modeling writing strategies used by good writers, including how to avoid common grammatical errors. Writing is a process that involves developing critical thinking skills enabling students to explore and express ideas in short papers. Every writing assignment will be critiqued in peer workshop groups and revised several times.

Writing is not just a demonstration of one’s ability to write. Writing is a tool, a strategy for generating ideas, for analyzing information, for inventing responses, critiquing your own thoughts, or creating a record of your thinking. In this class writing will serve many purposes. Consequently, you will be asked to write for many different reasons; thus, your writing will not simply be a reflection of your competence, it will be a representation of your engagement in the class. 

Reading and writing are very similar meaning making performances. Class discussions about the reading will enhance your ability to write responses to what you read. From the reading assignments you will learn to model your approach to writing and develop a better understanding about form, rhetorical framework, and the use of evidence in writing. I will expect that when you read an assignment, you will have read the text actively, making notes in the margins and/or highlighting the main points. 

Reading responses and/or double-entry journals are intended to get you thinking critically about the text and to help you think about how the writing functions in the text. In these responses I will be looking for your ability to make connections between the writing and your experiences, and I will be looking for an analysis of the reading: what is important about this topic? How did the writer use evidence to make a point? What is the main issue? Double-entry journals will be required for most reading assignments. 

Course Requirements:

The requirements for this course are: coming to class with home work completed, participating in class discussions, writing four essays and turning them in on time. Home work will be graded according to the class contract. Each essay must be turned in at the beginning of the class period that it is due. The essays will be graded according to the student grading contract. A folder containing your final draft of the essay, the rough draft, an author’s note, and peer critique of your writing must be complete in order to receive a passing grade. Essays that are emailed will be considered late and incomplete.
Course Objectives

In the process of completing this course, you will:

A.
Write complete, appropriate, varied English sentences, using coordination, subordination, and modification to clarify meanings 

B.
Use punctuation, capitalization, abbreviations, etc., conventionally and spell correctly

C.
Use standard dialect noun, verb, and pronoun forms and verb tenses correctly

D.
Differentiate between standard dialects and community dialects and slang, and use dialects appropriately

E.
Study English sentence structures as they relate to meanings and learn to recognize relationships between the ways words are ordered and grouped and the meanings the reader may grasp.  Utilizing punctuation, sentence variety and length, and 
different styles in modification and diction, the student must say what he or she means and make that meaning clear to the reader.

F.
Write in paragraphs that develop topic sentences with adequate, detailed support

G.
Use various patterns of paragraph development, such as spatial and time orders in description and narration, cause and effect, comparison and contrast, example or analogy, and persuasion.  Decisions about organization must be related to the author’s purpose, to the reader, and to the writer’s resources.

H.
Initiate and carry through appropriate use of the writing process:  recognizing the affect of purpose and audience, discovering topics, selecting and ordering ideas and the evidence to develop the topic, writing and revising, and editing and finishing the paper

I.
Write with coherence and unity, paying attention to reference, agreement, consistency, and transitions

J.
Use critical thinking skills in writing, with attention to avoiding fallacies, relating structure to ideas, developing logical 
support for generalizations, following logical orders, and differentiating between statements of fact and opinion

K. 
Use basic library sources to find information, and avoid plagiarism in the preparation of a limited paper based on published sources

Attendance:

Tardiness is not acceptable. If you are late three days it will equal one full day of absence. Four days of absence will lower your grade in the class one full letter grade. If you will be absent due to a prolonged illness, please let me know and arrangements can be made to get class assignments to you.
Grading:

The four essays assigned will be given letter grades. You will be given a writing prompt for each essay along with an example of good student writing so you will know what is expected. Please see the student grading contract for questions on the grading policy for this class. Please feel free to ask about your standing in the class at any point during the semester. Keep all papers since they are important and I am not infallible.

Essay #1: 




 (20%)

3 or more page essay

Essay #2: 




 (20%)

3 or more page essay

Essay #3:   


 

(20%)
3 or more page essay

Essay #4: 




(20%)

3 or more page essay

Class Participation:


            (20%)

Total





(100%)

90-100 % =   A

80-89 %   =   B

70-79 %   =   C

60-69%    =   D

0-59 %     =   F

If you have any questions or problems, please feel free to e-mail me at any time. I will be available for appointments. Call or write to schedule an appointment at any time during the eight week course.
Workshop Groups:

Knowing your audience is important in order to reach and hold the attention and sympathies of readers. All of you will be assigned to a peer group of three to five students. This will be your “test group,” and each member of the group will be required to give written and oral critique of each paper. Criticism is more than simply saying, “I like this paper,” or “I don’t like this paper.” The most important aim of the peer review is to get the writer to understand how it is that their paper needs to be revised, and to determine strategies for that revision. Questions are a good way to begin this process; questions about parts that are not clear, questions about the writer’s process and what aspect of the process he/she might find difficult, questions about the writer’s intent and questions about the rhetorical strategies the writer used. Remember that the peer workshops are a learning experience for the whole group, so it is important to treat the other members of your group with the same respect that you would want. 
Late Papers:
Papers are due at the beginning of class. If you email an essay assignment to me, it will be considered a late paper.  

Cheating and Plagiarism:
"Cheating is the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one's grade or obtaining course credit; such acts also include assisting another student to do so. Typically, such acts occur in relation to examinations. However, it is the intent of this definition that the term 'cheating' not be limited to examination situations only, but that it include any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means. Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating which consists of the misuse of the published and/or unpublished works of others by misrepresenting the material (i.e., their intellectual property) so used as one's own work." Penalties for cheating and plagiarism range from a 0 or F on a particular assignment, through an F for the course, to expulsion from the college. Bottom line: just don’t cheat! 
Disruptive Classroom Behavior: 
I am in class to teach. You should be in class to learn and contribute in meaningful ways. Any disruptive behavior is unacceptable. Disrespect toward me, or other students will not be tolerated. 
Please note: I consider cell phone usage disruptive classroom behavior, and I will not tolerate cell phone usage during class time. Cell phones should be turned off, put on vibrate or silent, and are strictly prohibited while in class.

**Note: Accommodations for students with disabilities: If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.
Course Outline:
We will be reading form our text, Patterns for College Writing, beginning the second week of school. If you have a problem getting the books for this class please let me know right away. You can go on line or to any book store of your choice to seek out the cheapest prices for the texts used in this class.

We will begin reading The Freedom Writers Diary beginning the last week of September. You will be expected to read about fifty pages a week. We will have a quiz on the reading assignment every Monday and a class discussion. Everyone will be expected to participate in the class discussions and readings. All assignments will be posted every week on Blackboard. Also any of the course documents, such as the syllabus, writing prompts, and unit syllabi, will be available on Blackboard.
I have divided the semester into four parts or units. You will be given a lesson plan for each of the units. You will also be given a writing prompt for each of the essay assignments. The writing prompt will include all the details for how to complete the assignment. Examples of student work will be available so you have a good understanding of what is expected. Each essay will have at least one work shop that is part of your essay grade. Work shops are a great way to get help from your peers with the writing assignment. It is imperative that you attend the work shops for every essay.

You will be asked to sign a contract for this class that will be strictly enforced. The contract will be for the class participation portion of this class, or 20% of your grade.

This contract states that you agree to come to class, participate, and turn in your work on time. If you fail to do this, you will most likely fail this class.

If you have questions or concerns at any time during the course, please feel free to contact me by phone or email. I will also be available before and after class. You can call for an appointment if you wish.

Our Grading Contract for ENGL 125

Susan McLenithan

Adopted from Peter Elbow (at UMass)

To students in Writing Skills for College, English 125, 

Imagine that this wasn’t an official course for credit at Reedley College, but instead that you had all seen my advertisement in the paper and were freely coming to my home studio for a class in cooking or kung fu. We would have classes, workshops, or lessons, but there would be no official grading. Of course I'd give you evaluative feedback now and then, pointing out where you’ve done well and where I could suggest improvement, many of you would help each other. But I wouldn't put grades on your individual omelets or performances, or give you an official grade for the course. 

I believe that home-studio situation is more conducive to learning than the one we have in this course – where many of you are not here by choice and I am obligated to give an official grade. Therefore, I will try to approximate the evaluative conditions of a home studio course. That is, I will try to create a culture of support:  A culture where you, your colleagues, and I function as allies, fellow-travelers with various skills, experience, and talents that we offer the group, rather than adversaries working against each other for grades.

Conventional grading often leads students to think more about grades than about writing; to worry more about pleasing a teacher or fooling one than about figuring out what you really want to say or how you want to say it; to be reluctant to take risks with your writing. Sometimes grades even lead to the feeling that you are working against the teacher or having to hide part of yourself from him or her. For these reasons, I am using a contract for grading in our class. 

You will get lots of assessments on your writing during the semester from your classmates and myself so that you may improve your writing. These assessments do not affect your overall grade in the course; however, they should be your guides to how you need to revise or rethink your writing and its practices. For the purposes of grading each essay and the final, we will come together as a class and determine what we feel is the necessary requirements for a “B” grade. We will also write our own class rubric that will determine what an “A” paper should look like. While grades should not be counted, Reedley College demands that I turn in at least five grades for work produced. To keep the grading process from getting to be the focus of this class, I feel that a collaborative effort from all of us will go along way in reducing the stress of how you are graded. 

Ultimately with the use of this contract, I’m asking you to reconsider how you do work in our classroom, what your role is as students in a classroom, and what your relationship to one another is as colleagues. All of this really boils down to rethinking “responsibility.” College is different than high school: There are different expectations, different sets of requirements, and different levels of responsibility. Traditional grading done by a teacher alone actually keeps students from having much responsibility by instead assuming that students can only be motivated by grades, not by learning or the actual work of the course. Grades create systems of accountability, instead of providing environments for personal and social responsibility. In our class, our contract asks you to have a responsibility to yourself and to the class to do the work required of you, to attend and participate during class time, to ask questions of me or your classmates if you do not understand or want more information, and to know what assignments have been turned in and where you stand in relation to our contract. I have the responsibility to be prepared for every class, to answer any questions and consider any feedback, to provide in a timely manner helpful and honest suggestions for revisions on your writing projects, and to make myself available to you for questions and concerns outside of class. 

Therefore the default grade for the course is a “B.” In a nutshell, if you do all that is asked of you in the manner and spirit it is asked, if you work through the processes we establish and the work we assign ourselves during the semester then you’ll get a “B.” If you miss class, miss work shops, turn assignments in late, or forget to do assignments, etc., your grade will drop.

“B” Grades

You are guaranteed a course grade of “B” if you meet all of the following conditions:

1. Attendance/Participation. You’ll attend and fully participate in at least 86% of our scheduled class sessions and their activities and assignments (that’s at least 27 of our 32 scheduled sessions). If you know you are going to be absent, I will expect you to email me with the reason. If I have been contacted with the compelling reason that you could not be in class, I will excuse your absence. You may miss (for whatever reason) 5 class sessions. For our class, attendance equates to participation. Therefore it is not enough for you simply to come to class. If you come to class unprepared in any way (e.g. without work done, assignments read, etc.), it will be counted as an absence, since you won’t be able to participate fully in our activities. This means any informal assignment given, or ones not outlined on our syllabus, fit into this category of attendance.

2. Lateness. You’ll come on time or early to class. Walking into class late 2 or 3 times in a semester is understandable, but coming habitually late every week is not. If you are late to class, you are still responsible to find out what assignments or instructions were made, but please don’t disrupt our class by asking about the things you missed because you were late.

3. Sharing and Collaboration. You’ll work cooperatively in groups. Be willing to share your writing, to listen supportively to the writing of others, and, when called for, give full and thoughtful assessments that consistently help your colleagues consider ways to revise according to our class-defined rubrics.

4. Late Assignments. You will turn in properly and on time all essays, work shop evaluations, homework, and other assignments. Because your colleagues in class depend on you to get your work done on time so that they can do theirs on time, all late assignments are just as bad as missed assignments.

Exception: Twice during the semester, you may turn in a late assignment.  All “late assignments” are due 2 days after their initial due date, no exceptions (e.g. if an essay was due on Wednesday, 20 Sept at the beginning of class, a late essay must be turned in by Friday, 22 Sept. at the beginning of class). Please note that a late assignment may be due on a day when our class is not scheduled to meet. 

If you have more than two late assignments, each late assignment after the first two is considered a “missed assignment” (see #5 below). These affect your overall grade in the course more drastically.

5. Missed Assignments. If you’ve already used your two late assignments, all additional assignments turned in incomplete, not on time (late), or otherwise not according to our guidelines are considered “missed assignments.”  In order to meet our contract for a “B” grade, you can only have two “missed assignments.” Note: A missed assignment is one that is turned in complete, but after the time it is due. Please note that assignments not turned in at all are considered “Ignored Assignments” (see #6 below). 
6. Ignored Assignments. Any assignments not done period, or “ignored,” for whatever reasons, are put in this category. Regardless of whether you’ve used your two late assignments or not, if two days pass and you have not turned in an assignment due, then it is considered an “ignored assignment.” Two of these in the grade book means an automatic “C.” Three acquired gives you a “D,” and four ignored assignments means an “F” course grade – no exceptions. 
7. All Essays (both short and long) need to meet the following conditions:

· Complete and On Time. You’ll turn in on time and in the appropriate manner complete essays that meet all of our assignment guidelines.

· Revisions. When the assignment is to revise, you will reshape, extend, complicate, or substantially clarify your ideas – or relate your ideas to new things. You won’t just correct or touch up. Revisions must somehow respond to or consider seriously your colleagues’ assessments.

· Copy Editing. When the assignment is for the final publication draft, your paper must be well copy edited – that is, relatively free of mistakes in spelling and grammar.  It's fine to get help in copy editing. (Copy editing doesn’t count on drafts.) 

· Thinking. Having found a perplexity, then use your paper to do some figuring-out.  Make some intellectual gears turn. Thus your paper needs to move or go somewhere--needs to have a line of thinking. It shouldn’t be formulaic, random, or freewritten.

8. All Assessments and Peer Responses need to meet the following conditions:

· Complete and On Time. All assessments should be complete and submitted on time and in the appropriate way so that your colleagues will get your assessments of their writing the way the class has predetermined.

· Content. All assessments should focus their comments on our rubrics, following the directions established by our handout on assessments and our evolving class discussions about them.

· Courtesy and Respect. All assessments should be courteous and respectful in tone, but honest. It’s okay to say something doesn’t seem right in a draft, or that something doesn’t really work. Respect means we are kind and truthful. It’s not the “golden rule” (treat others as you would have them treat you), but a modified one: treat others as you believe they want to be treated. 

“A” Grades

As you see, the grade of B depends primarily on behaviors. Have you shown responsible effort and consistency in our class? Have you done what was asked of you in the spirit it was asked? Grades of “A,” however, depend on acknowledged quality. Thus you earn a B if you put in good time and effort; we should push each other for Bs. But to get an “A” you have to make your time and effort pay off into writing of genuine, recognizable, excellence that responds in some way concretely to your colleagues’ and my concerns (and also meets the conditions for a B). This means that not only is revision important, but a certain kind of revision: one that demonstrates a reflective writer listening, making decisions, and moving drafts above and beyond our expectations (delineated by our rubrics). Writing in the “A” category will respond to assessments, and be reflective itself. 

Notice that for grades up to B, you don't have to worry about anyone’s judgments or standards of excellence, how any of us translate our rubrics and your use of them, or necessarily what revision decisions you decide to make; for higher grades you do. We'll have class discussions about excellence, rubric translations, audience responses, and how to respond to divergent and conflicting assessments.  

Knowing Where You Stand

This system is better than regular grading for giving you a clear idea of what your final grade looks like at any moment. For whenever you get feedback on any essay, your assessors should clearly tell you where you stand in terms of meeting the expectations of our current essay rubric and assignment guidelines. I will also guide some of these discussions in class. But if you’re doing everything as directed and turning it in on time (no matter what anyone says), you’re getting a B. As for absences and lateness, you'll have to keep track of them, but you can check with me any time. 

Grades Lower Than B

I hope no one will aim for lower grades. The quickest way to slide to a “C,” “D,” or “F” is to miss classes, not turn in things on time, and show up without assignments. This much is nonnegotiable: you are not eligible for a passing grade of “C” unless you have turned in at least 86% of the in class assignments (see also #1 above), and meet the guidelines above. And you can't just turn in all the late work at the end. If you are missing classes and behind in work, please stay in touch with me about your chances of passing the course.

The Breakdown

In a nutshell, here’s the way grading works in our class. In order to get the grade on the left, you must meet or exceed the requirements in the row next to it. I’ve highlighted the default grade that everyone starts with.

	
	# of Absences
	# of  Late Assigns.
	# of Missed Assigns.
	# of Ignored Assigns.

	A
	5 or less
	2
	1
	0

	B
	5 or less
	3
	2
	1

	C
	6 or less
	4
	3
	2

	D
	7 or less
	5
	3
	3

	F
	8 or less
	5
	4
	4


* Each student may make one “plea” to the class for a vote, asking us to vote on any “extenuating circumstances,” allowing the student’s work to be considered on time and complete. The class will vote anonymously on the case made by the student. To have an assignment count as on time and complete, there must be a super majority agreeing (meaning at least 2/3s of the class agreeing) that we’ll make a special exception for this one case and student.

Signed___________________________________________________________________

