SYLLABUS FOR

53794  ENGLISH 125, COLLEGE WRITING SKILLS

Theme: Initiation-Maturation in American and Worldwide Cultures

Semester: Fall 2008

Instructor: Dr. Paul Friesen: B.A., Tabor College; M.A., University of Denver; 

     Ph.D., Texas Tech University

Class schedule: Tuesday, Thursday, 8:00-9:50 A.M., CCI 207

Required texts: Kirszner and Mandell.  Patterns for College Writing: A Rhetorical Reader

 
 
and Guide.  10th ed., Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2007.



 Saroyan.  The Human Comedy
Recommended text: A college dictionary 

Course description: Development of the process of writing, revising, and finishing short papers, including the logical development and organization of ideas.  Emphasizes avoiding common writing errors; develops reading skills by reading model essays and analyzing rhetorical strategies; develops critical thinking skills by matching the structures of writing to meaning and audience, and by using writing as thinking, to explore and express ideas.

Nature of the course: This course will concentrate on one of the most common of all human experiences, that of growing up, of moving from childhood to adulthood.  Every culture experiences this transition in one form or another, often in the form of highly defined rituals and patterns of behavior.  In our study, we will read selections and write about maturing experiences which are part of our history and of the present.  A detailed look at what is involved in the growing-up experience will inform us of how prevalent the theme of initiation-maturation is.  We will attempt to answer two questions in each reading selection: What is the message and what did the main character learn?

Writing and reading assignments: Reading assignments include questions, answers to which must be handed in at the beginning of the class period for a satisfactory (S) grade.  No credit will be given for assignments complete during the class period.  Small group discussions involving answering questions will be used in many of the class sessions; so it will be important to read all assignments and to be punctual and regular in attendance.


Some essays have a “Vocabulary Project” section; as part of the study of a reading, handing in a definition of the words in context at the beginning of the class period will be part of the class preparation.  Use a dictionary and the essay or story to explain the use of the words in context.  DO NOT work on this during the class period; it will not count.  NO LATE SUBMISSIONS FOR THESE DAILY ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED WITHOUT LEGITIMATE EXCUSED ABSENCES. 


A selected study of grammar and language usage will constitute a major component in the study of writing. Formal usage standards will be discussed and explained.
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During the semester students will write essays which will receive two grades, one for content (clear introduction, thesis statement, supporting paragraphs, meaningful and 

logical overall organization) and one for language mechanics (grammar, spelling, diction).  Several language-usage exams and a final exam will receive letter grades.

Attendance policy: Attendance will be carefully checked.  Absences will be excused only in cases of emergencies, illness, and school activities.  NOTE: late assignments will be accepted the next class period after an absence only if the absence is excused.  Be sure to check with the instructor the next class period after an absence.  It is advisable to e-mail assignments, if possible, when an absence is necessary. Try to attend all classes.


During the first nine weeks, students with four absences will be dropped from the class.   Roll will be taken at the beginning of class.  Unexcused tardies of more than twenty minutes will count as an absence.  During the last nine weeks, no withdrawals or drops will be given, and letter grades will be averaged for the final grade.  NOTE: If two or more essays and/or exams are missing, the final grade will be a D, even if the other grades average higher than a D or F.

Assignments:  All formal essays must be typed in class from an original, handwritten rough draft brought to class (not a diskette or flash drive).  On all assignments include your name, date, and assignment description at the top of the first page.  Paper clip or staple pages, do not use any folders or separate title pages, and use black type with No. 12 font.  Answers to questions, vocabulary assignments, and grammar lessons may be handwritten.  Be sure to label all pages.  College study habits must be practiced with diligence.  Ordinarily, class preparation should amount to two hours of preparation for each hour in class. 

Class participation: In addition to participating in small groups, you will be expected to be involved in class discussions, either by offering ideas or asking questions; above all, active listening will be important.  Please, if you have cell phones or pagers, turn them off and leave them in your backpacks.   DO NOT CHECK THEM at any time during the class period.  If you walk out of class to answer a call, please take your backpack with you and do not return for the rest of the semester.  Also, do not bring food or drinks into the classroom, according to college policy.  

Individual conferences: Since I do not have an office on campus, individual consultation will need to happen before or after class.

Course objectives: Upon the completion of this course, students should be able to 


1.  Write confidently in several rhetorical modes,


2.  Recognize and use acceptable grammatical and language usage,


3.  Develop effective introductory paragraphs with thesis statements,


4.  Develop effective supporting and concluding paragraphs,

5. Understand research paper preparation, format, and MLA documentation,

6. Answer essay questions on exams.
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They should also be able to


7.  Read an essay or narrative (story) with acceptable comprehension,


8.  Be able to answer questions regarding tone, theme, and style,

9. Appreciate the beauty of well-written sentences and choice of words,

10. Enjoy an expanded vocabulary as a result of defining words.

Important notes: Take notes each day in a spiral notebook; information presented in class lectures will appear in the exams.  

Daily schedule of assignments: Barring earthquakes, power outages, or other catastrophes, the following schedule will be followed.  Minor changes along the way may be made depending on the needs of the course.  Assignments are due on the day they are listed, so look ahead for what must be prepared for each class date.

09/10
Using commas in a series


Kozol, “The Human Cost of an Illiterate Society”  (group questions)


Paley, “Samuel”  (group questions)

09/15
Hand in final draft of essay on Reedley College changes/improvements with typed outline.

Piven, Borgenicht, Worick, “How to Escape from a Bad Date”  (297).  Answer Nos. 1 and 2 in Comprehension, 50 words each minimum.  Hand in at the beginning of the class period.

Diagnostic language usage exam

Begin preliminary outline of process essay on how to do something.  Choose one idea from list on page 325: No. 8, 9, 12, or 13 (Explain how to drive a car or operate some kind of machine.)  About two pages.

09/17
Jackson, “The Lottery”  (317)  Answer Nos. 1 and 2 in Reading Literature.  Be thoughtful and thorough in your answers.  Group discussion.


Study Avoiding Unnecessary Shifts (272-73).


Type final copy of the outline of the process essay.
(See outline format p. 764.)

09/22
Lecture on initiation-maturation as a major, universal literary and anthropological theme in every culture of the world.  


Write a list of age- and experience-related duties and privileges in your growing-up experience.   Hand in at the beginning of the period.


Segal, “The Dog Ate My Disk . . .”  (475)  Answer Nos. 3 and 5 in Comprehension, minimum 50 words each.

09/24
MLA Writing Guidelines handout.


Type final copy in class  of the process essay from a handwritten rough draft, about two pages, double-spaced.  Proofread carefully before handing it in.

09/29
Review of editing and proofreading (67-79)


Work on a preliminary outline of a personal essay describing a specific life-changing experience in your life that resulted in a definite growing-up change.   

10/01
Orwell, “Shooting an Elephant”  (125)  Answer Nos. 1 and 3 in Comprehension, 50 words minimum per answer.   (Group discussion)
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Type final copy of a formal outline of  the personal essay.

10/06
Study Misplaced and Dangling Modifiers (151-53)


Study Description (143-61)


Berne, “Ground Zero”  (162)  Answer Nos. 2 and 4 in Comprehension.

10/08
White, “Once More to the Lake”  (186)  Answer Nos. 1 and 3 in Style and Structure (192).  Also, list five unusual descriptive words or phrases that present unusual images in your mind in this narrative.


Type the final copy in class of the personal narrative on the growing-up experience (two full pages, double-spaced).  You may bring a handwritten rough draft.

10/13
Commonly confused words (handout and exercise) (See pp. 337-38.)


Review for midterm exam

10/15
Midterm exam

10/20
Begin reading Saroyan’s The Human Comedy. Chapters 1-6

10/22
Lesson on apostrophe usage

Chapters 7-13

10/27
Lesson on capitalization

Chapters 14-21

10/29
Lesson on pronoun-antecedent agreement

Chapters 22-26

11/03
Lesson on eliminating sexist pronouns

Chapters 27-32

11/05
Lesson on answering essay questions on exams

Chapters 33-39

11/10
Video: The Human Comedy

11/12
Exam on The Human Comedy

11/17  
Comparison and Contrast (387-408)

Divide a page into two columns, one for Grant and one for Lee, and list characteristics of each as they are compared and contrasted in Catton’s “Grant and Lee: A Study in Contrasts.”

11/19
Brooks, “Sadie and Maud” (447)  Answer 1 and 3 in Reading Literature.

Choose either No. 3, 4, or 8 in Writing Assignments for Comparison and Contrast (449), or an original idea and work on an outline in preparation for a two-page paper to be typed in class next Wednesday.


11/24
MLA research guidelines, sequence of tasks in writing a research paper (753ff)


11/26
Type the final copy of the comparison and contrast essay, about two pages.

12/01
Worksheet on Works Cited format (769ff)

12/03
Choose a subject and develop a formal outline and a Works Cited page with at least ten entries from information found on the internet.

12/08
Academic language, diction, figurative and symbolic terminology, idioms, etc.

12/10
Open for catch up work, review for final exam

12/17
Final exam, 8:00-9:50

08/19
Introduction, roll check  


Explanation of the course and the textbooks

08/21
Explanation of the syllabus and expectations for the class 

Writing assignment in class: write at least two pages, double-spaced, summarizing your high-school English classes—1. Name of high school(s) you attended, 2.  Books you read, 3. Grammar lessons, 4. Types of writing. 5. List college English courses you have taken (where and when). 6. Conclude with what you would like to learn in English 125 in preparation for a future career.   

08/26   Lecture: Initiation-maturation as a major, universal literary theme
Read Sandra Cisneros, “Only Daughter,” in Patterns  (96).  Hand in answers to questions 3 and 4 in Comprehension at the beginning of the class period.  Answers should reflect thorough thought and analysis.  Write at least forty words for each answer.

08/28
Study Lesson 1 in A Commonsense Guide.  Identify fragments in Editing Practice 1,2,3.  Hand in list of fragments in each lesson.

Identification of subjects and verbs (worksheet in class) 


Study Lesson 2: Fused Sentences and Comma Splices (hand in Ed. Pr. 1,2,3)


Diagnostic exam on language usage

09/02  Read “The Spanish Lesson” (handout).  Write a fifty-word response describing 

what the student learned and how he developed a mature attitude.

Worksheet on conjunctions and prepositions


Identify prepositions and prepositional phrases (worksheet)


Handout on Writing Guidelines and worksheet on titles.

09/04
Type the final copy in class from a handwritten rough draft of a personal growing-up experience that affected you and caused you to change your thinking to a more mature level.  It should be about two pages, double-spaced, in narrative (story) form. Entitle it Growing Up.  This will be graded for content and 


grammar, so proofread carefully after you finish typing and printing it.


NOTE: Failure to bring a handwritten rough (with obvious revision) draft to class will result in a failing grade for the assignment.
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09/09
Study Lesson 27: Semicolons (hand in Ed. Pr. 1,2,3)


Study Lesson 3: Comma Usage (hand in Ed. Pr. 1,2,3)

Read Maya Angelou, “Finishing School” (101).  Answer 2 and 5 in Comprehension (min. 40 words each answer), and explain and define the words in Vocabulary Projects, No. 1 list, in the context of the narrative.

09/11
Study Ch. 6, “Narration” in Patterns (83).  

Read George Orwell, “Shooting an Elephant” (125). Answer 3 and 4 in Comp. (40 words each minimum)


Study Appendix C: Glossary of Commonly Confused Words in Commonsense (465-67).

09/16
Read Sherman Alexie, “Indian Education” (Fiction) (134)


Answer the three parts of No. 3 in Reading Literature, min. 25 words per part.

EXAM on Lessons 1,2,3,27, App. C.  Study hard.


Work on a handwritten rough draft in class changing the personal growing-up experience narrative from first person (I) to third person (he or she).  Give the “I” a name and write about him or her.  Expand the narrative in length to between two and two and a half pages.  Add description and dialogue.

09/18
Type the final copy in class of the third-person narrative.  Proofread final printed copy before handing it in with the handwritten or typed rough draft.

09/23   John Steinbeck, short-story writer and novelist (video).  As you watch list ten specific unusual events and personality distinctions in Steinbeck’s life.  


Read “Introduction” (vii-xxvii) in The Long Valley.

09/25   Read “The Gift”; list the immature actions and thoughts of Jody and then list the actions and thoughts that show a move toward maturity.  Hand in both lists today.


Study Lesson 6: Nearest-Noun Agreement Errors (hand in Ed. Pr. 1,2,3)


List ten prepositional phrases in Ed. Pr. 3.

09/30   Read “The Great Mountains”; describe Jody’s growing-up experiences. 


Study Lesson 7: Agreement with There is and There was (hand in Ed. Pr. 1,2,3)

10/02
Read “The Promise”; describe Jody’s changing attitudes and his movement toward at least some degree of maturity.


Study Lesson 8: Agreement with Compound Subjects (hand in Ed. Pr. 1,2)

10/07
Short story explanation:  point of view, dialogue, description, plot structure. 

EXAM on Lessons 6,7,8 

Read “The Leader of the People”; describe Jody’s immature actions and how


there is at least a show of maturity at the end of the story.

10/09
Video:  The Red Pony.  Response: Jot down notes on one of the characters and hand in a well-organized character study in paragraph form on Thursday (one page, double-spaced, typed).

10/14
Type the final copy in class from a revised rough draft of an original short story in which a young person goes through a learning (initiation) experience and comes to an epiphany, a self-knowledge or realization (like Jody).  Create a main character who goes through struggles, difficulties, and/or opposition and reaches a stage of maturity.  Use some dialogue (conversation) and description (size, color, 

shape, feelings, personality).  The story should deal with one specific event or happening in the person’s life, not a report of the life of the person. Hand in the
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rough draft with the final copy, about two and a half pages in length, double-spaced.  Create a descriptive title for the story.

10/16
Read “The Chrysanthemums” and write answers to the following questions (at 


least forty words per answer; total 160 words).

1. How would you evaluate the marital relationship between Henry and Elisa?

2. How do the fix-it man and his way of life affect Elisa?

3. Why does she scrub herself thoroughly and examine her body?

4. Why does she cry “weakly—like an old woman” at the end?

10/21
Read “Flight”: how does Pepe become a man, or does he?  If not, why not?

Study Lessons 13 and 15, pronoun cases and sexist pronouns (Ed. Pr. 2 in each).

10/23
Read “Snake” and answer the following questions (at least forty words each):

1. How does Steinbeck describe Dr. Phillips as a character in his lab?

2. Why does the woman buy the rat and the snake?

3. Why doesn’t she come back (deal with probabilities)?

4. How do her coming and her actions affect Dr. Phillips?

5. What does he learn by way of an epiphany?

Study Lessons 21 and 22: apostrophes.  List words that need apostrophes and those that don’t in Ed. Pr. 1 and 2 in both lessons.

10/28
Read Graham “The ‘Black Table’ Is Still There” (366).  Answer 3 and 5 in Comprehension, forty words each.


Discuss expository essay format: introduction, thesis, body, conclusion.  

Work on an outline in class: opening sentence, thesis sentence, topic sentences with supporting ideas for three or four paragraphs, topic sentence and last sentence of the conclusion.


Hand in at the end of the class period. Checked outline will be returned Thursday.

10/30
Study Lessons 23 and 24: apostrophes.  List words that need apostrophes and those that don’t in Ed. Pr. 1 and 2 in both lessons.


Read “The Dog Ate My Disk” by Segal (475).  Answer 3 and 5 in Comprehension,  forty words each.

11/04
Type the final copy in class  pages from a rough draft of an expository essay presenting your strong beliefs about a particular subject (politics, local issues, religion, social beliefs, etc.) which you have thought about as you’ve matured and would like to publish.  Proofread and edit neatly and hand in rough draft also.

11/06
EXAM on Lessons 13, 15, 21, 22, 23, 24 


Edit the expository essay for apostrophe and other grammatical problems.


11/11
Veterans Day: no class

11/13
Video: The Man from Snowy River.  Answer the questions:  What are the menial (lowly) tasks that Jim has to do around the ranch house, and how does he become a man and earn the right to live on his father’s ranch in the mountains?  Hand in a one-page answer on Tuesday, typed, double-spaced.

11/18
Study pp. 555-61 on “Argumentation” in Patterns


Read Thomas Jefferson, “The Declaration of Independence” (584).
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Answer 1 in Comprehension and 3 in Purpose and Audience.

11/20
Calm at Sea video: take notes and write a one-page response describing James’s dilemma and how he is typical of many young people who struggle with decisions and opposition from parents or others.

11/25
Read Elizabeth Cady Stanton, “Declaration of Sentiments . . . “ (590).


Answer 1 and 2 in Comprehension.


Lesson on some finer points of punctuation: colons, dashes, hyphens, parentheses

11/27  
Thanksgiving Day:  no class

12/02
Research paper sequence, language, and MLA documentation style and format:  See “Brief Documentation Guide” (445-50) in Commonsense.

12/04
Work on an outline of an argumentative/persuasive essay.  Write an opening sentence and a thesis.  Then list the topic sentences of at least four paragraphs with two or three supporting points for each topic sentences.  Then write the first and last sentences of the concluding paragraph.  Hand in at the end of the class period.  The checked outline will be returned next Tuesday.

12/09
Read two stories, “The New Queen” and “A Race with Death.”  Respond by describing what each main character learned.


Guidelines for answering essay questions (handout)

12/11
Type the final copy in class of an argumentative/persuasive essay based on some issue which you think needs reforming or correcting in local, state, or national levels.  Be sure to follow the problem (intro and thesis)—evidence—solution format (2 to 2-1/2 pages).  Hand in rough draft with the final copy.

12/18
FINAL EXAM, Thursday, 8:00-9:50, plus handwritten personal goals essay.

Summary of graded assignments: 

  1.  Growing-up experience (first person)   (09/04)

  2.  Growing-up experience (third person)  (0918)

  3.  Short story  (10/14)

  4.  Exposition   (11/04)

  5.  Argumentation  (12/11)

  6   Exam on Lessons 1,2,3,27, App. C  (09/16)

  7.  Exam on Lessons 6,7,8   (10/07)

  8.  Exam on Lessons 13,15,21-24  (11/06)

  9.  Final exam   (12/18)

10.  Responses to questions including group answers, 5 points off per missed assignment.

11  Vocabulary, 5 points off per missed assignment

12.  Lessons from Commonsense Guide, 5 points off per missed assignment

NOTE:   If two or more assignments from Nos. 1-9 are missing, the highest grade possible for the semester is D. Assignments Nos. 1-8 must be handed in when you come to class after an absence; otherwise, they will not count.  All daily assignments (10-12) must be completed and submitted at the beginning of the class period on the day they are due.
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Summary and dates of graded assignments

1. Reedley College changes/improvements essay (9/15)

2. Outline of process essay (9/17)

3. Process essay (9/24)

4. Outline of personal growing-up essay (10/01)

5. Personal growing-up essay/narrative (10/08)

6. Midterm exam (10/15

7. Exam on The Human Comedy (11/10)

8. Comparison-contrast essay ((11/26)

9.   Final exam (12/17)

Grading Procedures:

The four essays and will be given two letter grades, one for content and one for language usage (grammar and syntax/diction).  For the essays the content grade will consist of the quality of the introduction and supporting ideas leading to a conclusion.  While the content grade may be somewhat of a judgment or subjective call on the instructor’s part, certain guidelines will influence the call.  On all essays, for an A for content the paper must exhibit superior thought, planning, and evidence of hard work on a rough draft.  Paragraphs must be coherent, follow a logical sequence, and have effective transitions.  For an A in language usage, the paper must be almost free of grammatical and spelling errors.  Generally, misspellings will count off five points each, while grammatical errors will count off two points each.  Incorrect wording, such as using the wrong form of there, their, and they’re and other commonly confused words, will count five points off. 

Outlines will be graded for correct format and completeness.

Percentage grading scale:  90-100=A, 80-89=B, 70-79=C, 60-69=D, 0-59=F

Plagiarism and cheating:  All of your work must be your own.  Copying from a source—another person, website, book, etc.--will result in automatic dismissal from the class.

Final grade:  Available at http://sc.webgrade.classmanager.com/ReedleyCollege/  Your class will be identified by schedule number.  You can also find it at www.reedelycollege.edu .  Click on Academic Programs.  Under other links click on Micrograde and Webgrade.  Enter your Reedley College Student ID number and password.











Special needs requests:  If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.  


