English 125: Writing Skills for College

Fall 2008 ~ Section 53822
Tuesday (1:00-2:50) HUM 62
Thursday (1:00-2:50) SOC 35
Instructor: Ms. K Fourchy




Office Hours:

Office: HUM 60





Monday 10:00-1:00

Office #: 638-3641 ext. 3406




Tuesday 11:00-12:30
E-Mail: kate.fourchy@reedleycollege.edu

            Friday 10:00-11:00
Course Description:
This course emphasizes the development of writing skills in sentence structure and punctuation; paragraph development; the process of writing, revising, and finishing short papers; avoiding common writing errors; and the logical development of ideas. We will spend a fair amount of time examining ideas and learning how to represent these ideas in our own writing. Writing well is dependent on content as much or more than mechanics.
Finally, writing is hard for everyone, whether you are the editor of the New York Times or a student in English 125 at Reedley College. What I hope you learn this semester, aside from the course requirements, is that writing can also be very rewarding.

Required Texts and Materials:

McQuade, Donald, Christine McQuade. Seeing and Writing 3
Ellsworth, Blanche, John A. Higgins. English Simplified

Haddon, Mark. The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time
Flash Drive

Binder

A college level dictionary

Course Work:

Class Participation

300 points
Reading Responses

250 points

Essays



500 points

Quizzes


100 points
Final 



150 points
Grading:
You will be graded on a point system scale. Grading Scale: 90-100% A, 80-89% B, 70-79% C, 60-69% D, 0-59% F
Class Routine:

Each class period we will work/read from Seeing and Writing 3 or English Simplified, and sometimes I will bring in outside reading. We will write in each class period, and you will often have reading and/or writing homework. There will also be an emphasis on group work and peer review of your writing. You will write five essays this semester.
Class Policies: 

You will be tested on every reading assignment during the semester. A missed reading response is equal to a zero, and no makeups are allowed. This also applies to all quizzes. I do not accept late homework.  All essays must be typed in accordance with MLA guidelines. Late work will be accepted for partial credit (a letter grade deduction for each class day late-after the third day I will not longer accept the essay). There are no exceptions to these policies.
Attendance:

Roll is taken every day within the first five minutes of class. Students who miss more than four classes for any reason before the nine-week drop date will be dropped from the class. If you miss any classes during the first week of the semester you may be dropped. 

Accommodations:

Please inform me of any special circumstances you might have. If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), including alternate media requests, please notify me immediately. Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your needs.

Plagiarism:

 Plagiarism is the act of using another person’s words as your own. Some essays may be submitted to turnitin.com, an anti-plagiarism site. I will also spot check papers on the site. Any student who plagiarizes will automatically fail the course.

Blackboard:
All course announcements, the course schedule, assignments and your grades are available on our Blackboard course site. It is your responsibility to alert me if you see any problems with your grade.
Extra Credit:

If you complete the Writing Center’s 272 class, you will receive ten extra credit points that you may then apply to any one of our five essays. There will be occasional offers of extra credit for attending free events on campus.
